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BURDWAN DIVISION.* 

. Bardwan Jd’ 

Bengal, lying between 21° 30' and 24“ 35' N„ ond 86 33 and 
8S° aO' E. The Division, whioh covers an aroa commonly known 
as West Bengal, includes ail the Districts of Bengal proper west • 
of tho BhagiratHi,'tlid earliest known channel of : tho Gan es, and 
corresponds roughly to tho ancient R&rh and Tamralipta. Tho 

Bhagirathi, called m its lower reaohes the Hooghly, Beparatesit 

from the Presidency Division, and it extends along the right-bank 
of this river to its month in the Bay of Bon-at: it founded 
on tho south and west by the sub-pronnocs of Onssa and Ohota 
Nagpur, and on 'the north hy tho Santal Parganas andMurslnd- 

• Though outside tho Gangotio delta tho eastern portion of tho 
traot is low and. of alluvial formation. Further -wost, latent* 
begins to predominate and tho surface rises and beoomes more and 
more undulating and rooky until at last, in the West of Birb um, 
Burdwfin, B&nkarS. and JJadnaporo, it embraces the oastom fnngo 
of tho Ohota Nagpur plateau.- . ‘ 

Sinoe the Divmon was constituted in 1854, the hoad^quartors 
have been several times moved between Burdw&n, ILowra ,• 
Hooghly and Chinsura. They wore finally transferred to Ohmsura 
in 1896. The table below gives details of the area, population 
and land revenue and oesses of the 6 DistnotB of wlnoh the Divi- 
sion is composed :-r- 


Distmot. 


Area in 
square miles. 


Population ' 
ih 1801. 


Land revonuo 
■ nnd.ccssQS, 
1003-0 1, in 
thousands of 
rupees. 


Bnrdwan 

Birhhum 

Bankura 

Midnnpoio 

Hooghly 

Howrah* 


1,682,476 
902,280 
1,116,411 
2,780,114 
1,019,283 "I 
850,614 j 

~T,zio,m 


•Tho land revenue andccsseVof Howrah arc paid into tho cOUoetorate at Hooghly 
and are irioludod in tho 6guros for that District. 
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The recorded population fell from .7,604,661 in' 1872 to 
7,393,954 in 1881, hut wee again to 7,689,189 in 1891. The 
greater portion of 'the Division suffered severely from the ravages 
of the notorious Butdw&n fever (see Burdwak District), whioh 
broke out nearly half a century ago and caused a terrible mortal- 
ity. During the last 20 yearn the disease has gradually died out, 
and the population is now rapidly increasing. • There are now 
591 inhabitants to the square mile. In 1901 Hindus constituted 
83 per cent, of the population, Itusalmans 13 per coat, and 
AnimistB 8i per cent., while there, were 9,463 Christians, of 
whom half were natives. The Division is peopled largely by 
castes closely allied to tho tribes of Chota Nagpur, such as the 
Bfigdi, Bauri, Kaib.irtta, Kora, M Si,, and Sant&l. It is also the 
home of several distinctive castes with claims to n. hipher rank 
in tho Hindu social system, suoh os tho Aguri, Sukli, Sadgop, 
Kfiyasth and Rfiju, and is the head-quarters of a well-known 
Bub-casto of Brahmans 

The Division contains 27 towns and 24,869 villages, the largest 
towns being Howrah, the gTent suburb of Colcuttn (population 
157,594), Sbrampoub (44,451), Bur»was (35,022), JU’dsapokb 
( 33,140), HoeoiiLTwithCinKSUttA, (29,383) and Bakkura (i0,78i). 
The Bhagirathi, the old channel of tho Ganges, is s'ill the saerjd 
stream of the Hindus, Tribesi and Tarakebwab in the 1 jooghly 
District possess considerable Tcligious importance, and in Bdr- 
hhum several localities are associated with the legends of Hindu 
mythology. The whole of the Strip extending along the east bank 
of the Hoogbly from north of Hooghly town to the sown of 
Howrah is of great historio interest and contains the Sites of tho 
old capital of Batqaos and of successive settlements of the Portu- 
guese, English, Dutch, Frenoh and Danes at Bakdki., Hiogluv, 
Chinsum, Ohandemsagoru and Serampore. Tho same tract, 
which includes Howrah, Bai.'T and Serampore, is now one of 
tho most densely populated industrial areas in India. The nor 1 n- 
west of the Divishn is rich in iron and coal, the centres of 
the industry being at Ramoakj and As»ssoi.; the output in 
1903-04 amounted to 2,837,071 tons. . Silk is manufactured m the 
llidnaporo, Birbhiim and Bankurfi Districts. 

The bulk of tho estates of the Mah&r&ja of 1 'uTdwSn (*/>« 
Buudwak Raj) lies within tho Division These were closely 
assessed at the time of the permanent settlement, and the present 
land -revenue of tho Division thus exceeds that of the great latna 
Division, which has nearly Hon! lc its area and population. . . 

Bnrdwan District.— District of the Burdwfin Division, 
Bengal, lying between 22° SG' and 23° 53' N., and 86° 48' and 
88° 25' E., wrih an area of 2,689 square miles. - It is bounded 
tm the north by the Santii Porganns. Birbhum arid MnrsmdabSd ; 
on the east by NadiS ; on the south by Hoogbly, Mian spore anr 
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B&nkur&; and on the west by M&ribhum. The administrative 
head-quarters are at Burdwan town. 

About half of the District is fiat and, in the east along 
the banks of the Bhigirathi, the soil is water-logged and swampy. 

In the north-west however the surface undulates, and it is here 
that the famous Rinlganj coal-field is situated. This comer of 
the -District is one of the busiest industrial tracts in Bengal, 
and its ooal and iron fields are thronged by miners from the 
neighbouring Distriots. 

. The principal rivers are the Damodar, the Dhalkisor or 
Dwarkeswar, the Khari, the Banka and the A jay, all of which 
eventually flow into the Bhaoirathi or Hooohly which 
demarcates the eastern boundary of the Distriot. TheBARAXAR, 
though not properly speaking a river of Burdwin, passes along 
the north-western boundary for a few miles before its junction 
with the Damodar. The Ajay touches Burdw&n at its extreme 
north-western comer and forms its northern boundary till shortly 
before its junction with the Bh&girathi. The Dwfirkeswar runs 
for about 5 miles along the southern comer of the District. 

The Khari, a tortuous stream rising in the Galsi thana, joins the 
Bh&girathi some 6 miles north of K&lna. The Banka, whioh 
also rises in the Galsi thana and passes through the town of 
Burdw&n, flows into the Khari shortly before its junotion with 
the Bh&girathi. The Kunur, which riseB in the Faridpur out- 
post, is a tributary of the Ajay, and the Singar&n, which flow's 
through the Baniganj thlna, joins the Damodar. 

The Distriot is ctverad by alluvium, except in the Asaneol Geology. 
Buh-division where Gondwana rooks ore exposed. These strata 
extend into the Districts of Bfinkura, the Santfil Parganas and. 
M&nbhum, the outcrop covering an area of 600 square miles; 
they have a dip of from 6° to 26° to the south and along the 
southern boundary are turned up and cut off by a great fault. 

The total thickness is estimated at 11,000 feet, and the Btrata 
are. divisible into the Talchers at the base, the D&modar .in 
‘the centre and the Panohet at the top. The Tflchers oonsist 
of fine silty shales and soft sandstones, among which occur, 
generally towards the base of the group, well rolled pebbles .and 
boulders of gneiss and other metamorphio rocks. The D&modar 
series is sub-divided, in ascending order, into the Barakar stage, 
the ironstone shales and the R&niganj stage. The Bar&kars 
consist ohiofly of sandstones, conglomerates and ooal-seams of 
somewhat irregular oharaoter, thinning out at short distances; black 
oarbonaceous shales with numerous bands of - clay ironstone con- 
stitute tho ironstone shales ; and the B&nlganj beds are made up 
of coarse and fine sandstones, mostly , false-bedded and felcfe- 
pathio, and shaleB and coal-seams, whioh are frequently continuous 
over considerable areas. ■ The P&nohet group is composed of ' 

b 2 
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greenish and grey shales at the base, superposed 'by red days and 
coarso sandstones. All thoso groups have yielded plant fossils; 
and the Panohet rocks contain, in addition, reptilian and fisli 
remains. 

Botany. In land under rice cultivation are found the usual marsh 
•weeds of the Gangetio plain and many sodgCB. On ponds and 
in ditches nnd stul streams float aquatic plants and many sub- 
merged water weeds. Tho District contains no forests, but the 
lotoiite country is in places dolhed rath coppices of sSl (S/mmi 
nbuitn). The villages nnd towns are surrounded by tho usual 
shrubberies of ■ semi-sponlonoous and sub-ccononiio shrubs and 
small irces. Species of figs, notably tho pijxtl and tho banyan/' 
iuako np, along with bamboos, tamarind, red cotton troo [Bombax 
milabaricwn), mango (Mamjifera), Morin ga, and OtUm icodkr, tho 
arborescent part of these tliickets, in which are often present 
Phoenix d idyl f era and Barams jlnbdli/ormk. Hedges and waste 
places me covered with climbing creoperB and various milk weeds. 
Road-sides are often olothod with a sward of short grassos; nnd 


l'amm. 

Climate 
mid toai- 
poroture. 


Kg (anil 


open glades with tall combo grasses. 

Leopards are found in tho jungles adjoining the Bbfigiruthi, 
nnd wolves nnd hytonns are also occasionally met with. 

Exceptionally high day temperatures are tho feature of the hot 
weatkor months, the mean maximum rising to 101° in April. 
Tho mean temperature for tho year is 80°. Humidity is compara- 
tively low, the mean for the year being 77 per cent The average 
annual rainfall is 54 indies, of which 9‘2 inches fall in June, 
12 iu July and 11*7 iu August. < 

In 1770 tho town of BurdwSn was practically destroyed 
c«. amities, fy. a vising of .the Dfiraodar, and tho wholo country between 
this river nnd tho Ajay was submerged, In September 1823 tho 
Damodnr and Bhagiratbi flooded tho country, cauan" immense 
damage and loss oi life, nnd in 1855 there was another serious 
flood and tho embankment on the right bank of the Dfimodnr 
was destroyed. Tho country is now protected by embankments 
along tho left bank of tho Damodar and tho right hank of tho 
Ajay. ( > 

Hi-toiy. Burdwnn has been identified ns tho Parthnlis or Porfnlis which, 
according to tho Greek geographers, was the royal oily of tho 
Gungarides. In tlie s«vi nth century under the Gupta Jdngs the 
District formed part of a kingdom known as KnmaSuvwna, and 
subsequently, under the Sen dynasty, ‘of tho ltfirh division of 
Bengal; moro recently Gopbhum appears to have .been tho seat 
of n'B.'idgop dynasty with head-quarters at Amrfirgnrh, where the 
long lines of .fortification which enclosed tho town are still 
viable. ' ' .... 

Burdwan is first mentioned in Muhammadan lustonos in 1574, 
in which year after Baud Khfin’s defeat and death at R&jmohSl 
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his family was captured iu the town of Burdwfin by Akbar's troops. 

About 10 years later the Distriot formed tbo scene of several 
engagements between Daud’s son Kultu and tbo imperial forces. 

In 1024 prince Kburram, afterwards tbo emperor Shah Jahfin, 
captured the fort and town of Burdwan. Soon afterwards Abu 
Rai, a Khattri Kapur, migrated to Bengal from tbo Punjab and 
founded tbe Burdwan Raj. The year 16 '6 -was marked by tbe 
rebellion of Subba Singb, znmmdfir of Clulufi and Bnrda, wbo, 
with tbe help of tbo Afghans, slow the Raja of Burdwfin and 
overran a great part of tbe province. In tbe beginning of tbo 
18th contury the Marfithfis mndo their nppearnnee at Katwn, 
and for the next 50 years tbo District suffered soverely nt their 
ImnrlRj the inhabitants frequently leaving their villages and seek- 
ing a refuge in tbo swamps. In 1760 the Distriot of Burdwfin, 
togotber With Midnaporo and Chittagong, was ceded to tho 
East India Company by Mir Kasim Khan on tbo deposition of 
Mir Jafar Khan from the governorship of Bengal. At that 
time it comprised the present Districts of Burdwfin, Bonkura, 
Hooghly and a third of BJrbhiim. In 1805 tho Hishnupm* 
zamindari (Bankura) was included in the Jnnglo Mahals, and in 
1819 Hooghly was also separated from it. Numorous. minor 
transfers took placo until tho year 1885, when the Distriot assumed' 
its present proportions. 

Some interesting tombs are found in Burdwan town, Anlireo- 
and groups of Siva Itngam temples at Burdwan and Kaina. Io sy- 
In tbo Garh jnnglo near Sonpabari in tbo Kfiksa tbfina arc tbo 
ruins of a fort said to havo bcon built by Raja Cbitrai Sen, 
and near Baralcar at tbe foot of tbo Kalyaneswari bill aro temples 
said to havo been built by an anoostor of tho Raja of 
Panchet; tbe temples at Bogunifi near Barakar • also dcson'e 
mention. 

The population of ibo present Distriot area decreased from Tho 
1,486,400 in 1872 to 1,304,220 in 1881, and to 1,391,880 iupoopio. 
1891, but rose agaih to 1,532,475 in 1901. Tbo Distriot .for 
many years suffered from a malarial fovor of .a very virulont 
typo to which it gavo its name. The real “Burdwfin fever,” 
which ofton proved fatal within ono or two days, appoars to 
havo died out, though' tbo District is still 1 subjeot to fevers of 
a remittent typo, the water-logged -trad along tbe bank of tbe 
Bhagiratbi _ being particularly nubcaltbly. Chplera is seldom 
absent and is markedly endomio in Kfilna tljfina, but there have 
been no outbreaks of special violence in recent years: Tbo 
mortality duo to this cause in 1902 was 1'87 per mi lie. . Lepr6sy 
is very prevalent,' and 2'39 per millo of tbo male 'population wero 
afflicted with tbo disease in 1901. • Tbe increaso of' population in 
tbe last decade is duo to the recovery of tbe District • from tbo 
Burdwfin fevor. : and .to the. industrial development of 'the Asansok 
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sub-division. The salient statistics of the census of 1901 are 
reproduced below : — 
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The principal towns are Buhdwas, lie head-quarters, Rakiganj, 
Asa»>oi,, Kai.na and Katwa. A remarkable increase has taken 
plaoe in the Asansol sub-division where the development of the 
coal trade, especially in Asansol and Barakar, has created an 
enormous demand for labour. The growth in Asansol th&no 
is phenomenal, the population having increased by more than 31 
per cent, since 1891 and by 130 per cent, sinoe 1872. In 
addition to tbe coal mines, the iron works, paper mills and 

L otteries attract labourers in latgo numbers from Bnnkura, 
[finbliiim, HazaribSgh, tbe Santal Parganas, Patna, Gaya, 
Sh&ii&bad, Mongbyr, and tbe United Provinoes. On the other 
band numerous olerks emigrate to Caloutta and labourers' .to 
Assam. The vernacular is-the dialect of Bengali known as -Earhi , 
boli or the western patois. HinduB number 1,221,027 .or more 
than 79 per cent, of the population, and Musalmans 287,403' or 
18 per cent. ; among the .remainder. are 21,048 Ammists and ■ 
. 2,9o0 Christians. ' , - ‘ 

rhtir Of the Hindus the semi-aboriginal BSgdis (198,000) ore the 
wcTjpi-* tl most numerous caste ; the 'Bauris, another aboriginal race, number 
tkm. 113,000, Brkhmans 110,000, and Sadgops 106,000. The Sadgops, 
with the Aguris (66,000) who have sprung from them,, have their 
head-quarters in this District. The Bsufals - (46,000) are chiefly 
employed in the coal fields, though small settlements of them are 
to be found in tbe jungle throughout tho District 

Of tho population 68*1# por cent are supported by agriculture, 
16*7 per cent, by industries, 1*3 per eent. by commerce and 2*3 
per oeut. by the- professions. • ’ 

Cbriittai «pho number of Christians -more than doubled between 1891 
XiMbot. but native Christians number little more than a third 

* of the whole, and the increase is mainly due to tho large number 
’ of Europ eans and Eurasians attached to the railways and collieries. 
The Church hEsjsoasiy Society is at work, in Buiawfin town, mid 
the Wesleyan Methodist Mission supports a leper asylum and other 
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charitable institutions at Raniganj. A Romen Catholic Mission 
has a ohurohand a boarding'school in Asansol, where tho Methodist 
Episcopal Mission also maintains a leper asylum, orphanage 
and school, while at ICalna a dispensary is kept up by tho Scotch 
Free Church Mission. Native Christiaua nmnbi red JL,027 in 1V01. 

The alluvium which covers the. greater part of tho District Gnioml 
is extremely fertile but tho uplnnds in the west and north are . 

sterile, ond in the undulating rocky country in tho extreme north- ditununnd 
west, Indian com is the only crop that thru es. Tho salient principal 
agricultural statistics for 1903-04 axe reproduced helow in squure “"P"' 
miles : — 
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Note - — The urea shown n> irrigated it that nhieli it watered from (he Eden 
Canal. Statistic! ore not available of the aroit supplied with water from streams 
and tanks. 


Nearly a quarter of tho cultivated area is twice cropped. 

Rice iB the most important staple ond oooupies 1,221 square 
miles or more than three-quarters of the total cultivated area ; 
the winter rice covers four-f.fihs of the whole. Both the winter 
and early rice crops are transplanted, the latter being generally 
transplanted at the end of At ay and cut in the beginning of 
September, while the winter crop is transplanted in July ana out 
at tho end of November or tho beginning of Deoombor. In tbo 
Asansol sub-division rice is in some parts grown only in the 
hollows between the undulating hills, but the slopes are often 
terraced for rice cultivation, the water being retained by embank- 
ments; and in such cases the crop is reaped considerably later than 
elsewhere. Sugarcane, oilseeds and pulses are grown everywhere, 
and a small quantity of jute in the thanas of Xalna ond Jumalpur. 

Indian com is raised on tho western bordor, and 1,700 acres ore 
under indigo, though this crop is dying out. Potatoes are largely 
grown. 

The area under cultivation is more or less stationary, hut the improve- 
amount of orchard and. garden produce is increasing. An u°ri- u^ms iu 
cultural farm is maintained by the Burdwan lUj at Pall a dear 
Burdwan, where experiments are conducted under the supervioion prnetta, 
of the Agricultural department. ‘Little advantage has been taken 
of the Land Improvement Loans Act till recently ; during the 
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■soaroity df 1897, Hs. 23, 000 was advanced!;, and applications for 
loans are now becoming numerous. ■, • „ * 

Cattle. The, cattle rire poor, and there are no large , pasture grounds 

except along the hanks of the Bhfigirathi, hut 'straw and grass 
nre plentiful Annual fairs are held at Agradwfp, Uddhanpur, 

■ Dadia, Bagnapara, and KSnohannagar ; these are primarily 
religious .gatherings, hut aro used also for trade’ purposes. 

I m (ration. . About 33 square miles in the Burdwan and .Jamalpur 
. thanas and of the Memari out-post are irrigated from ihb Edbn 
canal and its distributaries, . and . elsewhere small streams and 
tanks ore often utilized for irrigation, the water being lifted on 
to the fields by hollowed tree trunks known as dongds. In the 
Kaksa thana near the Damodar a few shallow irrigation wells 
have been sunk. 

Minos and The ohorocter of the coal-field has been desoribed under Geo-' 
logy; the average of 31 '.assays of samples from different mines 
' gives, as a result, moisturo 4 - 80 per, cent., volatile matter 25-83 
Coal. per cent., fixed carbon 53-20 per ceni and ash.. 16-17 per cent. 
The field extends from Andal to Bar&knr in the Asansol sub- 
division. In spite of the difficulties caused by the scarcity of 
labour and shortage of wagons, the mining industry has made 
very rapid strides of late years,- and the number of mines 
"rose froin 37 in 1881 to 160 in 1901. In 1903 there were 
110 mines, with, an output of 2,759,000 tonB, the number of 
work-people employed being 30,5G6. Most of these collieries are 
managed by European companies with head-quartors in Calcutta, 
but some of them, notably the Siarsol collieries, are owned and 
worked by natives. ' Most of the pits aro shallow and aro worked- 
by a system of inbliries;. cages are, however, used in' all the 
’principal European collieries, the deepest pit being one in the 
Disergarh colliery 'near JBarSkar. ‘The coal is used by steamers, 
faotbnes and railways throughout India. Most of it is taken by 
roil to Calcutta, whence laTge quantities axe exporied to Bombay 
‘and Colombo. The minors are chiefly District-bom Baurid or 
immigrant Santols. They' are usually .paid 5 annas for loading 
. 1 a half-ton tub, and at this rate a man can earn 12 annas a day. 

Jwn. An iron field is situaled near Bkrul about 11 miles north of 

' Bfiritganj, and pig-iron is smelted at the Barakar Itoh arid- Steel 
Works.- In 1904 the outturn was 40,000‘tons’of pig-iron’ valued 
at 17‘30 lakhs and’ 15,000 tons of 'bastings rallied • at 12 lakhs. 
The ore is obtained chiefly from the ironstone shales of * the 
D4modat series. Below’ the ground the ore is in the’ ’form 
of 'carbonate, ‘hut' at the Biirfaco it consists'-df 1 ’. hcematifo and 
Iimonito. ' ’ •• *•'; 


Tho outturn of the pottery workB at Bfiniganj wnsvalued at 
7 lakhs in’ 1904. Tho clays used' are chiefly obtained in the 
neighbourhood of the coal measures, imd consist of mote dr less 
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decomposed shales. A quantity of laterito road metal is exported 
by rail from the K&ksa thana in tha Asansol sub-division. 

Silk and cotton ■weaving were formerly important, industries, Arls ana 
but they have suffered from competition with English-mndo goods, ao * 
though silk is still manufactured in small quantities at Bfidli&kfint- 
pur and Mem&ri, and cotton in other places. Binss work is made 
at Dainhat, Begunkhola, Banp&s and several other places, and 
outlery in Burdwan town. Shellao and lac dyo aro manufactured 
at Dignagar in thana Ausgrfim. . • ’ 

The Dislriot contains some important factories. Tho Bengal 
Iron and Steel Works at Kondwa, near Barakar, manufacture 
railway plant, and employ 1,900 operatives; the outturn 
in 1903-04 was 43,737 tons valued at 24'6 lakhs. Messrs. John 
King and Co., Engineers ond Eonndors of Howrah, havo.R 
branch of their business at Barakar. Tho K&nignnj potteries 
employ 1,500 operatives and turn out drain pipes and roofing 
files; art pottery is also manufactured, Tho 'Bengal Paper 
Mills at Banlganj employ 775 operatives and in 1903-04 mado 
2,884 tons of paper valued at 8’65 lakhs. The Bengal Dyers and 
Skinners Company have opened works at 1'ansrn, near Beniganj, 
and manufacture a tanning extract from myrabolams winch as 
exported to Scotland. Finally, there aro 3 oil mills in Banignnj 
town and 2 in Burdwan, the outturn of which was volued in 1901 
at 5J lakhs. 

• The prinoipal exports, besides coal and iron, are rice, pulses of Commorco. 
all sorts, rape-seed and oil-cako, whilo the imports are English 
piece-goods, salt, spices and castor-oil. Tho imports and exports 
are mostly from and to Calcutta, but there is a considerable export 
of groin to the west. The ohief contres of trade are the towns of 
Baniganj, Asansol and Burdwan. The importance of Katwa 
and Kaxna has declined sinoo the opening of the East Tnilmi n 
Bailway. This now carries most of tho trade, and tho railway 
stations at Momari, Mfinkur, P&nngarh and Quskhari ore important 
oentres. . , i i 

The East Indian Bailway ohord line 'broad gauge) runs Knilwhja 
through the length, of .the District,/ the loop line branching roftd *- 
_ north at Eh&na 3 unction. The JhorriE branch extension lejivcs 
the chord line at Sit&rfimpur,' having a station at Barakar. The 
And&l loop separates from the ohord line at Andfil and goes round 
to ’the north oi the coal fields, rejoining tho ohord at' Allpur ; thore 
is also an extension from this lino to Topasi. From Asansol a cross 
line conneots with tbe Bongal-Nagpux Boilway .at Sini. Tho 
Grand Trunk Boad traverses the Dislriot for 100 miles ; this and 
portions of tho Bfiniganj^idnapore road and tho Lithoria road 
near Sltfir&mpur, aro maintained by the District board vith the 
help of- -a grant, tom Provincial - funds. The Dislriot board 
maintains in all 175 miles of metalled and 253 miles of unmelalled 
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roads, the most important being those connecting Burdwan with 
Kfitwa, Kalna, Arambfigh nnd Bankura. 

The chief waterway is the Bhfigirathi, np whioh steamers 
ply to 'Kalna nil the year round; oountiy boats also bring down 
a large quantity of grain from Nadanghftt, the priuoipal rice 
mart in the interior. There are important ferries over the 
BhSgirnthi and the Damodor. 

Famine, Burdw&n suffered severely in the great famine of 1770. In 
I860, the year of the Orissa famine, numbers of destitute pereons 
flocked in from the surrounding Districts, and reliof was givon 
to 348,000 persons. Part of the District suffered during the 
famine of 1873-74, and there was some distress in 1884-85, when 
relief measured had to be undertaken in some isolated tracts and 


Dirfrict 
•ub-divi- 
lioni nod 
(tuff. 


Civil and 

criminal 

justice. 


Land 

revenue. 


Ks. 7,00tt was spent in gratuitous relief. Again in 1904 the 
failure of the rioe-orop caused considerable distress in the Katwa 
and head-quarters sub-divisions. The area affected was about 370 
miles and relief works were opened by the District board, hut 
at no time did the number on relief rise above 2,9t»l. Besides 
this expenditure, Bs 35,000 was advanced in the shape of loans 
and It«. 3,000 was spent in gratuitous relief. 

For general administrative purposes (he Distriot is divided 
j into 4 sub-divisions, with head-quarters at Burdwan, Asansoi , 
Kalna and Katwa. The staff subordinate to the Magistrate- 
Collector at head-quarters consists of 5 Deputy Collectors nnd occa- 
sionally a Joint Magistrate. A Covenanted Civil Servant assisted 
by a sub-deputy collector, is in charge of the Asansoi sub- 
division ; a Deputy Collector a'shted by a sub-deputy collector 
manages the Kfilna sub-division ; nnd a Deputy Collector assisted 
by a kanungo is stationed at Kfitwa. 

Th" civil courts at Burdwfin are tho«e of the Distriot Judge, 
an Additional Judge, a Bub-Judge and 5 Mnnsife ; thoro are 
also Munsifs at Banlganj and Kalna, and 2 at Katwa. The 
stipendiary criminal courts ore those of the S^sions Judge, the 
District and sub-divisional magistrates and their rahorditmtes. 
Dacoities frequently occur, and petty thefts and burglaries ore 
very common in the Asansoi sub-division, especially in the 
neighbourhood of Asansoi. 

At th» settlement of Todar Mai the present DL-trict of Burdw&n 
fell within various sarl-Sn , portions of which was subsequently 
amalgamated into one great zamindfiri, including also the 
whole of Bankura and Panchet llfanbhum) together with parts of 
Hooghly and Birhhflm. It had a revenue of 20’47 lakhs, jmd 
was granted revenue-free to the East India Company in 1780. 
At the time of the permanent settlement in 1793 the Mab&rfijfi 
of’ Burdwfin, with whom it was settled, entered into on agree- 
ment to pay an onnunl Tevenne of 40’ 15 lakhs of ticca rupees 
.and 1*91 lakhs yulbaadhi (for upkeep of embankments). He 
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experienced great difficulty in meeting the Government demand on 
flifa huge estate, hut solved it by the creation of permanent leases 
known as pafrtl tenures, who'e rent was fixed m perpetuity, 
but which could be summarily sold in default of payment. The 
patnidars in their turn let their lauds on lease tt> dar-patnldBrs, 
dar-putnidars to sl-patnid&rs and in some rare instances 
nid&rs created oh ah ar am paints. The sales were at first held 
by the Maharaja, bnt subsequently the tenures were recognized 
by Government, and by the Patnl Sale Law (Regulation 
VIII of 1819) their sale was placed in the hands of the 
Collector. " Most of the Distriot is now held in patnl from the 
Bcrdwah Raj. There are also a large number of aimmd estates, 
originally granted free of revenue by the Muhauimadan gov- 
ernment, and other revenue-free estates and rent-free tenures, but 
many of the old Bervice holdings, e.g., the gliaUtali lands, have 
been resumed. The land revenue demand of 30’49 lakhs ia 
higher than that of any other part of Bengal, the incidence of 
Rs. 2-10-9 per cultivated acre being exceeded only iu the neigh- 
bouring District of Hooghly. Nearly all the revenue is paid by 
h,0Q5 parmnautLy sattl&d. estates., hut I3S estates are temporarily 
settled and 38. held direct by Government, the revenue being 
Be, 10,600 and Rs. 3,000 respectively. Rents rule higher 
than in any other part of Bengal, except Hooghly. They are 
lowest in the poor paddy lands in the RanigaU]' and Asansol 
thanas, and highest in the irrigated areas and in the rich alluvial 
soil further east, and range from Rs. 3-6 per acre in high landa 
to Rs. 9 in low lands, the average being Rs- 7-12-7. The 
following table shows the collections of revenue, under the prin- 
cipal heads, in thousands of rupeeB - 



Outside the 6 municipalities of Bubdwan, Kaina, Eatwa, local and 
JJainhat, Raniban'J and Abansol, local affairs axe managed municipal 
by the District board with subordinate local boards at Asansoi, gov T' 

Jl I 903 ' 04 the kconie ° f the District board 
was 2 74 lakhs, of which Rs. 1,67,000 was derived from rates, and 
the expenditure was 3-07 lakhs, of which Rs. 1,94,000 was spent 
on oivil works, and Rs. 62,000 on education F 

-An embankment starting at Silla, 20 miles west of Burdwan, p cHIo 

of .^e Damodar. Another impoitantwi 
embankment runs along the right bank of the Ajay m -the 
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Aerosol sub-division, extending 7 miles from Gaur Bazar to 
Kajladihi, 4 miles from Bisbnupur to Arjnnbari and 11 miles 
from Salkahania to Sagnrposta, a total length of 22 miles. Tho 
Eden Canat, has been already mentioned. 

The District contains 20 police stations and 14 ont-posts. • 
The force under tho District Superintendent in • 1904 consisted 
of 7 inspectors, 42 sub-inspectors, 59 bead-constables and 540 ■ 
constables, including 154 town chaukuldn stationed in .the .6 
municipalities; there was also a rural police force of 4,918 
village watchmen and 393 dafaddrs or head watchmen. There 
are still many watchmen, called phdnddrt, pails and ghdtwdh, who 
hold land in return for police services, but- tho majority of thorn 
have been replaced by paid watchmen under the - "Village OhauH- 
dari Act,' and the ghdhcali lands are now under resumption. 
The District 1 jail at Buhdwan has accommodation for • 256 
prisoners, and subsidiary jails at tho 3 sub-divisional out-stations 
for 88. ' . 


Education. in 1901 the proportion of litoratea was 8 : 5 per cent (lC - 2 
males and ‘8 femnles). The total number of pupils under instruc- 
tion inorensed from 45,442 in 1881-82 to 47,139 in 1892-93 and 


48,0S4 in 1900-01, while 47,484 hoys and 3,3% girls were at 
Foliool in 1903-04, being respectively 41*3 and 2*9 .per ceiit. 6f,the 
children of sohool going age. The number of educational institu- 
tions, publio and private, in that year was 1,412, including one 
Arts college, 138 secondary 6ohools, 1,225 primary schools and 48 
other special schools. The expenditure on education was 3*28 
laths of which Re. 23,000 was met from Provincial funds, 
Rs. 57,000 from District funds, Rs.' 4,000 from munioipal funds 
and l'6o lakhs from foes. The most important institutions are the 
Bnrdwfin R&j college and a toohnical sohool in Buhdwan town. 
A free high English school, established in 1863 by tho trustees of 
tho will of tho late BSbu Sarada Prasfid Singh Rai, at Ohakdighi 
also deserves mention. Of the primary schools 9 wore for tho 
education of aboriginal tribos. “ 

Medical. In 1903 tbe District contained 10 dispensaries, with .aocom- 
modatiotifor 10S in-door patients; 56,000 out-patients and 2,086 
in-patients were treated and 3,918 operations were performed. 
The expenditure was Its. 27,000 of whioh Rs. 1,700 was mot' by 
Government contributions, Rs. 7,000 from local and Rs. 13,000 
-from municipnl funds, and Rs. 4,000 from subscriptions. 

Vnccins- Vaccinntion is compulsory only within municipal areas. 

ti0n * Elsewhere it is backward, and in 1903-04. only 45,000 persons,' 
representin': 31 per mille of tho population, were ‘vaccinated, -or 
rather les* than the general average for Bengal. - > 

[Sir W. W. Hunter, Amah of 'Rural Bengal , 1868, and Sla- 
jtlislieul Account o f Bengal, vol.iv, lBvQjBurdicdn Raj, Calcutta Re~ 

I rj«:,1872;A. G.Scn, Agricultural Experimerili aitdEtijuiriei lit flit 
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- Burdwan Division, Calcutta; 1886 (reprinted 1897) jW-'B. Oldham, 
Some Historical and Ethnical Aspects of the Burdwan District, 
Calcutta, 1894 ; Blanford, The Baniganj Coal-field , Memoirs Geolo- 
gical Survey of India, vol. iii, part i.] 

Burdwan Sub-division. -Head* quarters sub-division. of the 
Burdwan District, Bengal, lying between 22° 56' and 23° 39L'. N., 
and 87° 26' and 88° ‘14' E., with on' areaof 1,268 square mileB. 
The sub-division consists of a flat alluvial plain covered with, 
rice crops. Its population was 679,412 in 1901, compared with 
619,868 in 1891. It contains one town, Burdwan, its head- 
quarters (population 35,022), and 1,688 villages. It is less densely 
populated than the rest of the District supporting only 536 persons 
to the square mile. Brass and bell-metal ware and cutlery are 
manufactured at Banpas, and silk dhotis and saris at Memari ; a 
large annual fair is held at Kanchannagar, a suburb of Burdwfin 
town. A considerable tasar silk industry is carried on at Manxur, 
which is also an important trade centre. 

r Asansol ‘Sub-diivision.— The north-western sub-division of 
the Burdwan Distriot, Bengal, lying between 23° 25' and 23° 63' N., 
and 86° 48' and 87° 32' E., with an area of 618 square miles. 
Until 1906 the suh-di vision was known as the Baniganj sub- 
division. The north-western part of the sub-division consists of 
a rooty undulating country, which mergeB in the Bouth aud south- 
east in the alluvial plain stretching along the Damodar. Its 
population was 370,988 in 1901, compared with 310,273 in 1891. 

It contains 2 towns, Asansoi,, its head-quarters and a great railway 
centre (population 14,906), and Baniganj, itB former head-quarters 
(15,841) and 811 -villages. This sub-division is now the most 
progressive part of the Distriot, hut its density of population, 600 
persons to the square mile, is still slightly Iosb than that of the 
Katwa sub-division. It differs from the rest of the Distriot, whioh 
is entirely agricultural in character ; the alluvial soil here changes 
to laterite, and rich coal and iron fields have of recent years 
caused a continuous increase in the number and prosperity of 
its _ inhabitants. Brass and bell-metal ware and shellao and 
lao-dye are manufactured at Dignagar. 

Katwa Sub-division.— North-eastern sub-division .of the 
Burdwan District, Bengal, lying between 23° 26' and 23° 50' N., 
and 87° 44' and 88° 17' E., with an area of 404 square miles. 

- The sub- division is a flat alluvial tract, and in the east, along 

the banks of the Bhaglrathi the soil is water-logged and swampy.’ 
Its population was 248,806 in 1901 , oompared with 230,227 in 
1891, _ the density being 616 persons to the square mile. It - 
contains 2 towns, Katwa, its head-quarters (population 7,220), and ' 
Dainhat (5,618), and 465 villages. Large annual fairs are held 
at Agradwip and Dadia. The manufacture of tasar silk is an^ 
important industry in the sub-division. " 
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Kalna Sub-division — South-eastern sub-division of the 
Burdwan District, Bengal, lying between 23° V and 23° 36' N., 
and 88° 0' and 88° 2d' E. with an area of 399 square miles. 
This sub-division, like the adjoining sub-division of Katwa, is fiat 
and alluvial, and the eastern portion along the bank of the 
Bhaglrathi is low-lying and marshy. Its population was 
233,269 in 1901, compared with 231,612 in 1891, the density 
being 685 pemons to the square mile. It contains one tuwn, 
Kalna, its head-quarters (population 8,121), and 698 villages. 
Nadanghat possesses a large river trade in rice. 

Burdwan Raj. — Estate in Bengal comprising on area of 4,194 
square miles in 19 Districts, but ohieily in Burdwan, M&nbhum, 
Hooghiy and Blrbhum. The Burdwan Rajas trace their origin 
back to 1667, when Aha Rai, a Kapur Khatlri of Kotli in Lahore 
who had migrated to BurdwSn, was appointed chaitd/iri and 
KotwSl of Rikabi Bazar in the town of Burdwan, under the 
favjd&r of chakla Burdwan, The zemindar who hold the estate 
in 1696 was defeated and slain by the rebellious Subha Singh, 
but the latter was in his turn killed^ by the Raj Kumari whom ho 
was attempting to outrage. The title of Raja was first conferred 
on Oliitra Son Rai in 1741, hut the best known representatives of 
the family have been Kirti Chandra (1702—40) who conquered 
and annexed the potty kingdoms of Chandrakona and Barda near 
■Ghat5l in Midnapore, Tilak Chand (1744—71) who was vested 
with the title of Mabaraj Adhiraj Bahadur, and Maht&b Chand 
Bahadur (1832—79) who assisted the Government in suppressing 
the Sanlal rebellion of 1865, and later at the time of the Mutiny, 
and who was appointed a Member of the Viceroy's Legislative 
Council. Maharaja Aftab Chand (1881-85) died without heirs 
and his widow adopted the present Mnharaj Adhiraj Bijoy Chand 
Mahtab Bahadur, son of KBja Ban Bihari Kapur. During h s 
minority the estate was administeied by tho Court of Wards and 
was managed with conspicuous success by Rnj8 Ban Bihari Kapur 
first as joint and later as s>lo manager. The Maharaja on 
coming of age was installed in February i%3 by tho Lieutenant- 
Governor of Bengal. 

Tho territorial extent of the BurdwSn zemlndari under ita 
early zaraindars Kesari Ram imd Jagat Rai at tho dose of the 
17ta oedtury was limited to 6 or 7 porganas , hut Mab5rfij& 
Kirti Chandra increased it to 67 parganat extending over 6,000 
square miles. At the time of tho cession of Burdwan to tho 
Company in 1760, the menus payable was assessed at 31*75 
lakhs for three years, after which it wns re-assessed at 41*72 
lakhs, the increase being due to the resumption of lands hitherto 
hdd ns bdte-tanftn without payment of revenue. At the perma- 
nent settlement tho Mabfiraja entered into an agreement with 
Government to pay a revenue of ticca Rs 40j 15,109 and ticca 
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Eg. 1,93,721 for pulbandht or repair of embankments. The 
difficulty which he experienced in meeting the Government 
demand was eventually 'Solved - by the Creation of lenses known 
as patni tenures. The main conditions of thiB tenure, which is of 
a permanent character, are the hypothecation of the land as 
security -for the punctual payment of rent, and liability to 
summary Sale for default. In 1799 the Maharaja gave away a 
large portion of the estate in these leases, and the system, which 
was legalized by Kegulation VIII of 1819, was gradually 
extended, so that by 1825 nearly the whole estate had been 
leased out in this manner. When defaulting tenures were bought 
in by th« proprietor for want of adequate bids, it was formerly the 
custom to relet the lands covered by them in patni , but under the 
admini.-tration of the Court of Wards, they were kept under 
direot management; between 1891-96 these lands, which are 
known as /./ids mah&ls, were regularly surveyed and settled. 
The operations extended to the Burdwan, Hooghly and BankurE 
Districts and embraced an area of 107 square miles, whioh was 
settled at a rental of 11s. 95,000. 

The Maharaja of Burdwan is the largest revenue-payer in 
India, ’the present (1903-04) demand from the estate on account 
of land revenue and ceBses being 81*7 lakhs and 3’3 lakhs res-- 
peotively. Owing to the close assessment made at tho time of 
the permanent settlement, the incidence of land revenue in the 
Burdwan estate ieremavkably high for Bengal. 

. Asansol Town. — Head-quarters town of the sub-division of 
the sanie name, Burdwan District, Bengal, situated in 23° 41' H, 
dnd 86° 69' E. on the East Indian Bailway 182 miles 
from Oaloutta. Population (1901) 14,906. Asansol is a rapidly 
growing town, an important railway junction, and one of 
the chief centres of the coal industry. A large number of 
European and Eurasian employes live here. Asansol waa 
constituted a municipality in 1896. The average income and; 
expenditure for the decade ending in 1901-02 was Bs. 14,000. In 
1903-04 the income was Bs. 20,300, half <of whioh was derived 
from b tax on houses and lands, and the expenditure waa 
Bs. 2p,400, including Bs. 9j000 spent on conservanoy. The 
East Radian Bailway volunteers and the “B” troop of the .Chot& 
Nfigpur Mounted Bifles have their head-quarters at Asansol. 
A Boman CatKolio mission maintains a church, convent 'and 
schools ; end a Methodist Episcopal mission supportsa leper asy lum / 
orphanage and girls’ sohooL lie town contains the usual publio 
offices ; the subsidiary jail has accommodation for 44 prisoners, 
BanpEs. — Village in the head-quarters sub-division, Burdwfiu- 
District, Bengal, situated in 23° 23' N. and 87° 49' ,E. - Popula- 
tion (1901) 1,425. -It is noted for its manufactures .of brass and 
bell-metal ware and outlery. ‘ 
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Barakar.- Tillage in the Asanaol sub-division,. Burdwin 
District, Bengal, situated in 28° 45' N. and .86° 49' E. on 
tlie left bank of tlie BarSkar river. _ The population of Barakar 
proper in 1901 was 385, but the name is ordinarily, understood to 
include seveial other villages with a total population of nearly 
5,000. Bar&kar is the site of the Bengal Iron and Steel Works, 
which employ 1,900 hands and had a total output in \ 903-04 
of* 48,737 tons valued at 24’6 lakhs. The main .business 
is "the manufacture of railway plant. The manufacture of steel 
was tried, but was abandoned as unprofitable in 1906. Messrs. 
John King & Go., Engineers and Thunders, of Howrah have also 
a branch nere. Barakar contains several interesting remains, 
including some ancient stone temples. [Axchccological Survey 
Reports, vol. viii, pp, 150-154.] . /■ 

Barul. — Tillage in Asansol sub-division, Burdw&n Distnot, 
Bengal, situated in 23° 44' N. and .87° T E. Population (1901) 
532. It lies in tbe middle of the iron ore traot and has given 
its name to .the surrounding iron ore field. The total amount of 
iron ore extracted in 1900 was 67,000 tons or nearly three times 
the quantity obtained 10 years previously. 

Burdwan Town tfi&rdham&na, the “increasing” or “pros- 
perous — Head-quarters of the Burdwan District, Bengal, 
situated in 23° 14' N. and 87° 51' E. on the Banka river. 
Population (1901) 35,022 (excluding 3,669 persons within 
railway limits), of whom-25, 453 were Hindus and 9,441 Musal- 
mans, while 128 belonged to other religions. . The town really 
consists of numerous small villages stretching over au area 
of 9 squaro miles, and the greater part of " it iB rural in 
ohaTaoter. In 1814 the population was estimated at 63,927, 
and for a long time the town was looked upon as a sani- 
tarium, hut it suffered very severely from the Burdwan fever 
from 1863 onwards, and though, now free from this virulent type 
of fever, it is still very unhealthy. It was the head-quarters of 
the Commissioner of the Burdwan Division from 1854 to 1871, 
and again from 1884 to 1896. . 

Tho town is first mentioned in history as having been captured 
by prince Khuiram in 1624, and again in 1695 by the Hindu 
rebel Subha Singh. There are several ancient tombs, the most 
interesting being thoso of Plr Bahr&m Shah, Khoja Anwar 6 hah, 
Sher Afgan ana Kutb-ud-din, and a group of 108 Sira lingnm 
temples constructed in 1788 is situated at Naw&b H&t about 2 
miles from tbe town. Withki the town itself tho principal places 
of interest are tho palaces and gardens of the Maharaja. Cutleiy 
is manufactured, and there are 2 ou ■ Tunis j a large annual fair 
is held at K&nchannagar, one of the suburbs. Burdwfin -was 
constituted a municipality in i 860 . The t.verogo income for. 
tho decade ending in 1901-02 was Bs. 1,13,300 and • tho 
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expenditure Il«. 1.0').30t>. In 1003-01 out of ft total income of 
11*. 1,43.1*0' \ IK WOO \k.* tl» rived fpjm ft tax on hmi*^ and 
land-, IK 21.U00 from ft w.i**r-ri*e, IK 17,(100 fnnn ft 
oon Br rrmioy roK. IK 0.1*00 fr<>:n ft ux < n \«*hul*- ? , II s , ■4,00') 
o.v h tntui t*ll» mid fr-in re:ii\ IK 3,00)1 fnou marln *-> 
ft'i'I 1 v*-. 1»,O0O from cd«rd:'-u"l in*- 4 its’ ion*. Th“ in*'id' life 
of taxation was IK 2~ < '~7 jrr lu- id of tin* p -pul'dion. In 
(he swi" yeir lb-- cxjHn livin' 1 of II s . 1,10, 000 included IK 1,000 
5 !»>>n! on lighting, IK 2,o0i) on drihng«\ II". 82,000 on con* 
f -rmncy, I;?. 11.000 *iu medical tvli- f. It". 12,000 on roads nml 
IK T.uftO on t-lnnU-n. 

Wn'cr-wurk* c-ono not'd a* n c-> * of 2 lil.li fc wire ojKiiid in 
1^81, t!i« MwMrift nf Uuttlw'tfi contributing half a lnUt, nml tit** 
r<-nr.iml-r 1< inpr Vtrrwwid from G»v,*rnm<nt : tin* h* iltli of th<> 
town 1m fiucc grcatlv itnpn»nd. Th" Ion n !><»■* - r < > tlm »>«al 
public Th* bi-'rit; jail !n« n<i-«>ninv »fati«*n for 2 -jO 

pri'cmn;. the t-hi'-f ind’i-’ri* King rtrki ]*oumliug nml (hi* 
nmiufiuinre of oil and miror; cirp'-t'i t.r**nl"* unde, and indigo 
dyeing i B o,irri“'l on cm ft mall nmK Tin* mo r * important 
olur*’ ion'tl in^itnliono tiro tin* lltirdw'in ll4j culhg'-, n fno 
iiiWtiition m.iint.iintd liy tin* Kij. nnd a {• > hut*' ;1 « •Imol nfl>lt\f«d 
to tli*' Sil»j«itr linkin' -rim? oillcg.- nn-1 maintain* d by tin* 
llidrict bond with a' contribution from t hr* muni<'ijali<y. 

Daiuliat. — Town in th-Ktitwa t'ib-di\i-i»n, Jlurdwiin Di'tnV, 
iKngd. lit-iai'd in 20~ 80' N. mid f i '' } 11' K. <m tlm right 
bml. of lli#» 1J]rt"lr.ithi. Population (tmH ) 6,018. Bno 1 nml 
bdl-im.-tnl work i« -muiftfn'dm-d in (h« (mm, and v,viving i« 
ftl*-'* oirri'-'l on; (loro is i<>m« trad-* in i ilt, jut#*, grain, Knglidt 
doth, cotton and to1>iw». IhiinltU was eomtituO <1 n municipality 
in lf*G3. The nvornpo income for the thoulo « ndinp in JfM>l-02 
was Up. 3,1)00 find the e\i«nditnrp 1;«. 3/>00. In 100:1-0 i tlm 
inconjo wax IK 0,-100, chhdly dvimd fiom n(«x on Jo r on*' (or 
I<ro[ic-rfy t-ixl, and (he fxp>mli(uro wns H«. -1.000. 

Dignagar. — Villop-** in tUf Imid-otmrO-rH t nli-division, 
Tlardwan Dhtrict, ll r iu*al, Mlnntcrl in 23" 20' N. nml 87° -I’/ 15. 
I'opul'dion (1001) 2,717. Ii is a lor-nl mnrhf-t for grain nml 
nigar, nml inno(«l for i(a hra^s mid licll-niclnl w nro. Siu-Uim will 
lac* dvo arc m rmufui- fund lu-ro. 

Kalna Town. — Ifnid-ijimriori (own of (lio piih-divMon of (ho 
f*un" rifttim, Burdw.m Dhtrirf, Benpd, i.i(mi(»d in 23 s 13' N. anil 
88" 22' 15, on (ho right hank of llu> JJl.Aglmtlii. Popnlidion (UK))) 
8.121. ICftlnn ivas a plno-' of gri n* imjimfniKv in Jlfultftnuiindnn 
tinm , and U.o miiH of ft- lmg'i for! which ooniniandi'd (lio river 
fire- 1 (ill to ho t M n. It vns formerly (lie jtor) whirli i-npjdif'd (lio 
mid fclftnmnr Mill vi« it it (iiiotigliout thoyiar, 1ml if linn 
owing (o (ho coinjH-lilion with thn Kn*t Indmu ilnilwny, 
nml i(.i popiihitiw] has d' c lint d A c onspicucms f<-,d an- of j ho town 
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is a group of 109 Siva Ungam temples which were built in 1809. 
Kalna was constituted a municipality in 1869. Tie average 
income for the decade ending in- 1901-02 was Rs. 18,000 
and the expenditure Rs. 11,000. In 1903-04 the income was 
Re. 3.6,000, of whioh Rs. 4,000 was derived from a tax on 
persons (or property tax) and Rs. .4,000 from a. tax on vehicles, 
oto.;and the expenditure was Rs. 14,000. The town contains 
the ubuoI publio offices ; the subsidiary jail has accommodation 
for 20 prisoners. • - 

Katwa Town.— Head-Quarters of tho sub-division of tho 
same name, Burdwan District, Bengal, situated in 23° 39' N. and 
88° 8'E. at the junotion of the Bhagirathi and A] ay rivers. Popu- 
lation (1901) 7,220. Katwa was at one time considered the key to 
Murshidabad when that town was the Capital of Bengal, and an 
old fort there was the scene of the defeat of tho Mnrathas by Alt 
Vardi Khan. Katwa is held sacred by the Vaislmavas as having 
been the plaoe whore their apostle Ohaitanya entered upon tho 
life of an ascetic. Steamors used to visit it tho year round, 
but owing to the silting up of the Bhagirathi and the open- 
ing of the East Indian Railway its commercial importance has 
greatly deolined; it is now proposed to construct a branch 
railway from Hooghly. Katwa was constituted a municipality 
in 1869. Tho average income for the doondo ending in 1801-02 
wasRs. 7,800 and the expenditure Rs. 7,000. In 1903-04 
the income was Rs. 10,200, naif of whioh was derived from a 
tax on persons (or property tax), and the expenditure was 
Rs. 8,300. The town contains the usual publio offices ; the subsi- 
diary jail has accommodation for 24 prisoners. 

Khana. — Village in tho head-quarters sub-division, Bur- 
dwan District, Bengal, situated in 23° 20' N. and 87° 4C' E. 
Population (1901) 1,600. Khfina is on important junction on tho 
East Indian Railway, whore tho chord lino branobes off from tho 
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Mankrir. — Viilago m the head-quarters sub-division, Burdwan 
Distriot, Bengal, situated, in 23° 26' N. and 87° 34' E. Population 

S 7,206. Mankur is a station on tho chord line of the East 
, Ltailway, 90 miles from Calcutta, and has a considomblo 
trado; it is also, tho chief seat of tlie local silk weaving industry. 
Tho Church Missionary Society maintains a medical mission, at 
which 11,000 patients wero treated in 1901. . 

Memari. — Village in tho head-quarters sub-division, BurdwSu 
District, Bengal, situated lli 23° 10 N. and 88° T 23. Population 
(1901) 1,674. Memari is a station an tho East Indian Railway and 
an important trado centre. Silk sins and dhotis ore manufactured. 

NSdanghat. — Viilago in tho Kalna sub-division, Burdwan 
District, Bengal, eituated in 23° 22' N. and 8S° 15' E, on tho 
Khnri. • Popffiation (1001) 916. Nadangh&t is the principal rice 
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mart in the interior of the District, whence large quantities of 
grain are carried in by country boats to the Bhagirathi. ‘ 

Ranleanj Town. — Town in the AeoeboI sub-division, BurdwSn 
District, Bengal, situated in 83° 36' N. and 87° 6' E. on the 
north bank of the Damodar river. Population (1901) 15,841. 
The town, which stands on the East Indian Railway and was the 
head-quarters of the sub-division until 1906, owes its import- 
ance to the development of the coal industry and is one of the 
busiest places in Bengal. Extensive potteries give employment 
to 1,500 bands, the value of the outturn in 1903-04 being esti- 
mated at 6 - 45 lakhs. Paper mills employ nearly 800 hands, and 
2,884 tons of paper valued at 8*65 lakhs were manufactured in 
1903-04 ; 3 oil-mills are also at work. There is a considerable 
trade in ricd and oil. Ranlganj was constituted a municipality 
in 1876. The average income for the decade ending in 1901-02 
was Rs. 19,000, and the expenditure Rs. 16,000. In 1903-04 
the income was Rs. 22,000, of which Rs. 12,000 was derived from 
a tax on houses and lands, and the. expenditure was Rs. 20,100. 
A "Wesleyan Methodist mission maintains a leper asylum, an 
orphanage and day schools. 

■ Blrbhum. — District in the Burdwan Division, Bengal, lying 
between 23° 33' and 24° 35' N., and 87° 10' and 88° 2' E., with 
an area of 1,752 square miles. The name is commonly derived 
from Bir Bhumi, the land of heroes, but some traoe it to 
Bir Raja, a Hindu king of Rajnagar, the old capital. Probably 
Bir was the title of an old line of rulera, just as were Man, Singh 
and Dhal of the rulers of Maribhum, Singhhhum and DhaLbhum 
respectively. The District is hounded on the north-west by the 
Santfil Parganasj on the east by Murshidabad and Burdwan, 
Mid on the south by Burdwan. The administrative head-quarters 
are at Subi town. 

The District forms part of the eastern fringe of the Ohota 
Nagpur, plateau, and the surfaoe is broken by a succession of 
undulations from north-west to south-east. To the west these 
. rise into high ridges of laterite separated by valleyB a mile or 
more in width, while to the south-east the valleys gradually merge 
into the alluvial plains of the Q-angetio delta. The drainage 
from the plateau passes south-eastwards aoross the District, the 
only rivers of any size being the Mor and the A] ay, whioh forms 
the southern boundary. The Mor is a tributary of the DwSrka, 
and the latter and the Ajay are both affluents of the Bhagirathi. 
Their width varies from 200 yards to .half a mile ; neither river 
is navigable in the dry weather, when they run almost dry in 
broad sandy beds. In the rains they Bwell rapidly till" they over-top 
their /banks and inundate the surrounding country, but, even 
then, the M"or is only navigable down-stream. The other streams 
deserving notice are the Hingis, a tributary of the Ajay, iho 
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Bakreswar, the Dwarka and its tributary the Brahman!; and the 
Bilnsloi, all of which rise in the Santal Parganos. . 

The geological formations represented in Birbhum arc the 
Arohroon gnois3, the Gondwana systom, the laterite, and the 
Gangetio alluvium. The latter conceals the older rookB except in 
a narrow strip along the western boundary. The gneiss belongs 
to the division designated Bengal gneiss, which is romnrkablo 
for the great variety of rocks which it.contains. The Gondwfina 
system indudes tho Itajmahcl, Dubrajpiir and Barakar sub-, 
divisions. The Barakar is a sub-division of -the lower Gondwana,' 
whilo the two other groups belong to the upper Gondwana ; they 
occur in tho Eamgarh hills, which form the southern extension 
of the Raj mahal tango. Tho Dubrajpur group is found only 
in a narrow strip with faulted western boundary along tho 
western border of the range. It consists of coarse grits and 
conglomerates, often ferruginous, containing quartz and gneiss 
pebbles, with occasionally hard and d»rk ferruginous bands. 
It is unconformnbly ovor-laid by the Rajmahal group consisting 
chiefly of bedded b.isio volcanic lavas of the naturo of dolcriles 
and basalts. Banc dykes scattered through tho gneiss aroa 
represent tho underground portion of theso eruptions. Intorcalato 
between successive lava flows are some aqueous sedimentary la 3 ’ers 
containing fossil plants similar to those found near Jubbulpore 
and in Gutch. Tho coal-measures aro represented only by the 
Barakar group wliiok. forms tho small Tangsuli field, on tho 
northom Dank of tho Mor river, and tho northern edge of' tho 
Ranlganj coal-field. The coal which i8 contained in those outcrops 
is Bcanty and of poor quality. As a rule it is scarcely more 
than a carbonacoous sliale. Ferruginous laterite occupies large 
t areas iu the "Riling ark hills and in the v alloys of tho Mor and Ajay 
rivers. 

In the oast tho vegetation is oharacioristic' of rico-fields in 
Bengal generally, spocios of Ajmugeton, Utricularut, Dmcra, Doped - 
rum, Ilt/avilfies, Eydrolen , Sphenoclca and similar aquatic or palus- 
trine genera boing abundant. In tho drier undulating country in 
tho west the churnclorislio shrubs and herbs includo specios of 
Wcndlaiufia, Etchulus, Slipa , Tt'ogus, Pcrolh, Spermacoce , Zizyphas, 
and Oapparis. Round villages aro tbo usual clumps of mangoes, 
palms, bamboos and oilier troes, among which species of Ideas, jack 
and arjnn ( Tenninalia arjttna) aro oflon present. The District 
contains no Government forests, but in tho west, are forests contain- 
ing sal[Sfiorca rolnsta)),piur {Buchnnania latifotia), dh<m (A hogeitmt 
h(ifctia), head (Diospyros mchnorylon ) and inahuu (JJtissta fa/i/o/in). 

"With tho exception of a few leopards, big game has disappeared 
bcfoio tho advaneo of cultivation. 

Tho climate is dry, and high day temperatures arc a feature 
of tho hot weather months. The average annual rainfall is 



BIRBTIUH DISTRICT. 


21 


67 inches, of which 107 inokcs loll in June, 12 ‘7 m July, 12'1 
in August and 9'9 in September. Destructive floods occurred 
in 1787 and 1806, and again in September 1902 when the 
Mor, Brahman! and Bansloi rivers rose suddenly and over- 
flowed the surrounding country, oausing great damage to villages, 
houses, roads and bridges. In June 1902 a oyclone which passed 
through Bampur Hat sub-division, derailed and wrecked a 
passenger train' causing great loss of life. 

At the beginning of the 13th century, Birbhum was a Hindu History, 
principality with its capital at Raj js agar or Nagar, and it is 
recorded that the Pathan conquerors constructed a road from 
Devikot, in Dinaipur, through Gaur to Nagar. This place was 
sacked by the Oriyas in 1244. The zamirtdari of Birbhum 
first appears as a separate fiscal unit at the beginning of the 18th 
century, when a sanad was granted by Jafnr Khan, Nawab of 
Murskidabad, to Asadullah Pathfin, to hold it as a kind of militaiy 
fief. TTia family had probably reigned in the country Birice the 
fall of the Pathan dynasty of Bengal in 1600. The zamlndari, 
which at that time included a great pari; of the Santal Parganos 
and extended over 3,858 square miles, passed into the hands of 
the British in 1765, hut it was not until 1787 that the Company 
assumed the direct government of Birbhum. Meanwhile the 
District was Overrun by marauders from the western highlands of 
Chota Nagpur, who formed large permanent oamps, intercepted the 
revenues on the way to the treasury and brought the commercial 
operations of the Company to a standstill. The Baja oould make 
no head against them and it became absolutely necessary for the 
English Government to interfere. The two border principalities 
of Birbhum and Bahkura were united into one District, and a 
large armed force was maintained to repress the hands of plun- 
derers, who for some time continued their depredations. In 1788, 
the Collector had to call out the troops against a body 500 
strong, who had made a descent on a market town within 2 hours’ 
ride of his head-quarters and murdered or frightened away the 
inhabitants of between 30 and 40 villages. In the following year, 
the inroads assumed even more serious proportions, the plunderers 
going about sacking villages “ in parties of three or four hundred 
men well found in arms.” The population was panio-strioken, 

-the large villages and trading depute were abandoned, and the- 
Collector was compelled hastily to recall the outposts stationed 
at the frontier passes, to levy a militia supplementing the regular 
troops and to obtain reinforcements..of soldiery from the neighbour- 
ing Districts. The banditti could not hold out against the forces 
thus brought against them and were driven back into the moun- 
tains. Order was soon established, and the country recovered 
with amazing rapidity from the disastrous effects of the ravages 
to which it had been exposed. The tranquillity of.iho District 
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has since remainod undisturbed, oxcopt during the Snnl&l'insurrec. 
tion of 1865 ( see Santal Pa rg anas). - , 

In 1765 the Distriot was more than twice its present sizo! In 
the beginning of the 19th century the zaroindari of Bislinupur 
was formed into the independent CoUeotorate of Bankura, and 
some years later considerable traots to the west were out off and 
now form part of the Santal Parganas. 

The The population of the present District area wlriohwas 851,235 . 

people, in 1872 fell to 792,031 in 1881, but rose to 798,254 .in 
1891 and to 902,280 in 1901. Tho deorease previous to 1881 
was due to the ravages of the BuTdwan fever, from whiolx tho 
Distriot formerly suffered severely, and which was Btill prevalent 
in portions of tho head-quarters sub-division in 1891. Tho Distriot 
is now one of the healthiest in Bengal. Mortality iB ohiefly duo 
to fever; oholera breaks out occasionally in the south-eastern 
thanas, hut there have been no serious epidemics. Leprosy is 
very prevalent, tbe number of males afflicted amounting in 1901 
to 3‘21 per millo of tho population. This DiBtriot and Bankura 
enjoy the unenviable notoriety of harbouring a greator number of 
lepers in proportion to their population than any othor traot in 
India. lie main results of the census of 1901 are reproduced ', 
below:— 
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The only town is Sum, the head-quarters. Tho incroaso of 
population at the census of 1901 was most marked in the south, 
where it represents a recovery from tho unhealthiness of tho 
previous decade, and in Murarai thana, in the north, where there 
has been a considerable settlement of Santals. The Porapur 
Hfit sub-division possesses a fertile soil and is also tapped by 
the railway, and the Distriot as a wholo is now the most 
progressive in tho Burdwan Division. The Santal settlers aro 
mostly cultivators ; the Distriot also receives a largo number of 
labourers, shop-keepers, znmlndilrs, peons, etc., from ShfiliSbnd ' 
and the United Provinces. On tho other han d, many of its 
inhabitants cmigrato to Assam as tea garden coolies. The dialect ‘ 
spoken is thnt known ns Rfirbi loli or western Bengali, Of 
the population G57,6S4 are Hindus, 201,045 Muhammadans and 
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42,019 Animisls. Most of tho Animists. oro found among tho 
Santals, who number 47,000. 

Among Hindus, the most prominent castes ar© tho semi- 
aboriginal Bagdis (88,000), and the Sodgops (84,000). Tho 
Musutnans are mostly Sha ikhs (183,000) though there are also 
some Pathans (12,000), Saiyids and J ol&has. Of the population 
69 per cent, are supported by agriculture, 11*7 by industries, 
0*4 by commerce and 1*5 by the professions. 

A Baptist mission, founded at the beginning of tho 19th 
century by Dr, Carey, is a branoh of the Sorampore Mission 
and maintains a girls 5 school in Suri and a few village schools. 
A Methodist Episcopal mission works at Bolpur on the East 
Indian Railway. The Christian community in 1901 numbered 
819, of whom 709 were natives. 

Tho alluvial tract to the east is well watered and extremely 
fertile, but'tke western uplands are arid and infertile. The salient 
agricultural statistics for 1903-04 aro reproduced below in square 
miles: — 
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Of the cultivated area it is estimated that 37 square miles 
are twioe cropped. Rice is the main Btaple and covers 999 square 
miles. Nine-tenths of tho rice _crop is of the variety known as 
aman winter-rice, which is sown in M ay and June and reaped in 
November and December. Other food crops are relatively 
unimportant, but some maize, gram ( Cicer ariciinum) and sugarcane 
are grown. Orchards and garden produce cover 39 square miles, 
and mulberry is extensively grown in the east in connection .■ 
with the silk industry. . 

The area under cultivation has been greatly extended in improve- 
recent years by the Santals who have reclaimed large tracts of “ 
jungle land in the west of the District. little advantage has turaiprac. 
been, taken of the Land Improvement and Agriculturists’ Loam tko. 
Acts, except in 1896-97, a year of poor crops, when Rs. 14,000 
was advanced under the former Act. 

Pasturage iB scarce in the east .of the DiBtriot, and the cattle 
are for the most part poor and ill-fed. A dairy farm has boon 
started at Suri, and a oattle and produoo show is held there in 
January or February. Somo English and Hissar bulls have beou 
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imported by the District board aud the Stiri Cattle Show 
Committee. ' 

A good deal of irrigation iB effected, by moans of resorvoirs, 
in the undulating country in tlio west, and sugarcane, oilseeds, 
flax and vegetables aro watered from tanks or rivers by moans of 
lifts. 

Coal is mined on a small scale at Arang on the' banks of the 
Ajay. Iron ores occur in beds towards the base of the laterito 
in tiie west ; nodular limestone, mica, pottery day, granite and 
sandstone are also found. 

Cotton weaving is carried on at Supur, Raipur and Ham Bazar 
in Bolpur thana, and at Ahtnda and TSntipara in Sfiri thuna, whore 
good cloths and sheets are manufactured. A littlo silk is woven 
at Baswa, Bishnupur, Karidha, Tanlipara and a few other places, 
while silk spinning is an important industry in the east of tho 
Distriot; a faotory at Ganutia, whioh originally belonged to tho 
East India Company and. is now in the possession of the Bengal 
Silk Company, boing tho head-quarters of tho industry. . The 
company owns another factory at Bhadrapur and out-factories at 
Kotasur and Kayllin and employs about a thousand spinnors. Lao 
bracelets, ink-pots, rulers and other art-ides are mado at Ilam 
Bazar. Brass-ware is made at Dubrajpur, Tikarbetha, Ham 
Bazar, Hfizralpur and Nnlhati, and iron-ware at Dubrajpur, 
Kharun, Lokpur, Rfijnngar and Bampur Hat. 

Tho chiof exports are rice and raw silk, and tho imports aro 
salt, cotton, cotton thread, European cotton piece-goods, pulses, 
tohacoo, kerosene oil and ooal. Tho principal trading centres aro 
at Bolpur, Sainthia, Rampur, Hat, Naluati, Murarai, Dubraj- 
puh, Purandarpur and Ahmadpur. 

The loop line of tho East Indian Railway intersects the 
District from south to north, and a branch from Nalhfiti . runs 
eastward to Azimganj. Tho chord lino of the sumo railway 
passes about 10 miles south of tho District, and a lino has been 
surveyed to connect Sainthia station on tho loop line with Andal 
on the chord passing through Suri and Dubrajpur. In addition 
to 140 miles of village paths, the District contains 126 miles of 
motalled and 302 juilcs of n mn etallcd roads maintained by the 
Distriot hoard, tho most- important being those, from Kfilwa 
through Suri toDumka'and thoso connecting Suri with tho railway. 

The District has not suffered from famine since 1874,. hut in 
1885 there was some local scarcity and Government relief was 
necessary. 

For general administrative pnrposcs BirbhiTm is divided 
into 2 sub-divisions with head-quarters at Suri and Rampuu Hat.. 
Tho District Mngistrnto-Collcetor has at Siiri a stnlf of 3 Deputy 
Magistrate-Collectors ; the sub-divisional officer at Bampur HSt is 
assisted by a sub-deputy collector. 
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Subordinate to the District awl Resdons Judge for iho disposal Citii Uml 
of civil w>rk nre a Subordinate Judge. v-ith powers of a small 
cause court judge up to 11s. 500, and G Munsifs stationed nt J 1 
SBri, Dnksjimr, Bolpur *2) and Kanij-ur Ilfit (2). Tho orinmwl 
courts are those of the District and Sessions Judge, the District 
Magistrate. and the above-mentioned stipendiary magistrates. 
Formerly the head-quarters of wandering hands of banditti, 
Birhhiim is now one of the quietest- Districts in Bengal. Crimo 
is light, hut dr.eoities are not infrequent, a local gang of Hfuhnm- 
mndanB being responsible for 23 dneoities hcluceu 1S96 and 
1904. 

The current land revenue demand in 1903-0-1 was 10-00 i,m»i 
lakhs, payuhlo by 1,(H>0 estates. With the exception of 5 small revenue. 
♦ states paying a total revenue of Its. 2,000, the whole of the 
District is permanently settled. The incidence is mil}' 11, 1-7-0 

I ier cultivated aero or less than half that prevailing in tlio neigh* 
touring District of Burdwfm. The yhMtrtlfi rrnt-fico tenures 
which formerly existed in this District wore resumed by Govern- 
ment in 1901* They are described in the nrtielo on Baxkvua 
District. Ordinary rieo lands fetch from Its. 3 to It?. 9 per 
acre and sugarcane lands Its. 9 and upwards, while ns much ns 
Its. 15 is paid for good vegetable lands and Its. SO for plots 
on which betel Wf [Pijcr Mtf) is grown. The ryots frrnuently 
sublet t lo ir holdings for a share in Iho produce. Collections on 
account of land revenue and of total revenue, under Iho principal 
heads, are shown lrelow in thousands of rupees : — 
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Outside tbo municipalities of Sum and Bajirun Hat, local w„t ami 
affairs arc mnnnged by a District board, to which sub-divisional uiunidjuit 
local boards are subordinate, 'Iho inc-omo of tho District hoard RW */ n * 
in 1903-04 was Bn. 1,33,000. of which Bs. 7(5,000 was derived 
from rates, and tho expenditure was its. 1,40,000, of which 
Bs. P-3,900 was spent on civil works, 

Tho District contains 9 police stations and 5 outposts. Tho Tolirc nml 
force subordinate to tho District Superintendent of Police in 1903 j»0«. 
consisted of 2 inspectors, 27 sub-inspectors, 13 head-constables 
and 230 constables; in nddition to which (hero was a rural 'police 
of 236 tfoffiufdn and 3,144 ehavkulUn. The cost of tho regular 
force was Bs. 98,000 and thrro was ono policeman foeyery 11 
square miles and to every 0,074 persons. The District jaU at 
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Sum has accommodation for 290 prisoners, and a subsidiary jail 
at Bampur Hat for 18. 

Education, In 1901, the proportion of literate persons was 7*7 per eent, 
(15‘3 males and ’4 females). The total number of pupils under 
instruction increased from about 12,000 iu 1881 to 24,043 in 
1892-93 and to 27,303 in 1900-01, while 27,210 boys and 1,557 
girls woro at sohool in 1903-04, being respectively 40‘7 and 2 - 2 por 
eent. of the children of sohool-going ago. The number of educa- 
tional institutions, publio and private, in that year was 1,046, 
including one Arts college, 52 secondary schools, 952 primary 
sohools and 41 other spcoial schools. The expenditure on education 
was Bs. 1,61,000, of which Es. 11,000 was mot from Provincial 
funds, Es. 25,000 from District funds, Es. 500 from municipal 
funds and Es. 91,000 from fees. These institutions inolude 
15 Santal schools attended by about 400 pupils of aboriginal 
origin. 

Malicol. In 1903 the District contained 8 dispensaries, of whioh 3 
with 25 beds had accommodation for in-door patients ; at theso 
35,000 out-patients and 21 L in-patients were treated during 
the year, and 2,391 operations were performed. The ex- 
penditure was Es. 12,000, of which Es. 400 was met by Govern- 
ment contributions, Es. 3,000 from local and Be. 1,200 from 
munioipal funds and Es. 4,000. from subscriptions; in addition 
to this a sum of Es. 20,000 received on bohalf o£ the Chctln 
Dispensary was invested. 

Vnccina- Vucoiuation is compulsory only within Siiri municipality. In 

tiou. 1903-04 the numbor of successful vaccinations was 27,500 or 31 
thousand of the population. 

[Sir "W. W. Hunter, Statistical Account of Bengal, vol. iv, 
1876, and Annals of Rural Bengal , 1868; E. G. Drake -Brook- 
man, Notes on the early administration of the Blrbhum District, 
Caloutto, 1898.] 

Sari Sub-division. — Southern sub-division of Birbhum Dis- 
trict, Bengal, lying between 23° 33' and 24° V N., and 87° 10' 
and 87° 56' E., with on area of 1,107 square miles. The -'eastern 
port of the sub-division presents the appearance of the ordinary 
alluvial plains of Lower Bengal, but towards tbo west the groimd 
rises, and this portion consists of a rolling country with undulating 
uplands of laterite. Tho population was 535,928 in 1901, 
compared with 470,229 in 1801, tho density being 484 persons to 
the square mile. It contains ono town Sum, its head-quarters 
(population 8,692), and 1,981 villages. 

RampurHat Sub-division.— Northern sub-division of Bir- 
bhum District, Bengal, lying between 23° 52' and 24° 35' N., 
and 87° 35' and 88 3 2' E., with an area of 645 square miles. Tho 
sub-division is a long and somewhat narrow tract running up 
between the JIurshidfibSd District and the Sanf&l Parganas. ft 
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possesses a fertile soil, oxoopt to tlie west where thoro is a rolling 
country with tracts unfit for cultivation and in thana Mumrai to 
the north, where the land is comparatively infertile and there is a 
large proportion of unculturable waste. The population was 
366,352 in 1901, compared with 328,025 in 1891, the donsity 
being 568 persons to tho squaro milo. It contains 1,336 villages, 
of which IiAMrun Hat is the head-quarters, hut no towns. 

Bakreswar. — Group of hot sulphur spring, in the head-quarters 
sub-division of Birbhum District, Bengal, situated in 23° 53' N. 
and 87° 22' E. on tho banks of the Bakreswar stream about a milo 
south of T&ntipara village. The temperaturo of tho water varies 
from 128° to 162° F. About 120 cubio feet of water per minute 
ore ejected from tho hottest well. A group of temples to Siva, 
mostly modem, oro much resorted to by pilgrims. Bnkremvar is 
also a j»Y hasthan or sacred place, whoro tho forehead of tho goddess 
Sati is stud to have fallen. 

Bhadrapur. — Village in tho Efimpur Hat sub-division, 
Birbhum District, Bengal, situated in 24° 16' N. and 87° 57' E, 
4 miles south of tho Nawada station on tho East Indian Railway. 
Population (1901) 352. Tho village is interesting ns containing 
the ruins of tho palaces of the celebrated Hnh&r&jfi. Hand Kum&r. 
Th&ro is a silk factory there. 

Bolpur.— Village in tho head-quarters sub-division of Birbhum 
District, Bengal, situated in 23° 40' N. and 87° 42' E. on tho 
East Indian Railway, 99 miles from Howrah. Population (1901) 
3,131. Tho village is the most important trading centre in tho 
District. 

Bubrajpur. — Village in the head-quarters sub-division of 
Birbhum District, Bengal, situated in 23° 48' N. and 87° 24' E. 
14 miles south-west of Buri town. Population (1901) 6,715. 
Dubrajpur ib surrounded by tanks, tho bankB of whioh are planted 
with toddy palms {Bor amts Jjabclliforinu) . South of tho village 
huge picturesque rocks of granite and gnciss-(composod of glassy 
quartz, pink and grey folspar, and blaok mica) crop up over an 
nroa of a square milo. In tho contro is a blook of granite, 60 foot 
in height, united to a mas3 of gnoiss, whioh adheres to it at an 
angle of 45°. Tho summit commands a fine view of tho 
surrounding country as far as Parasnath and tho Rajmab&l and 
Panelist hills. A flat-roofod tomplo has boon built on ono of 
those granite rocks, and tho .wholo blook is worsliippod by tho 
Brahmans as Mahudoo. Tho villago is on important trado contro 
and tasar silk, brass and iron waro arc manufactured hero. 

_Ganutia. — Villago in tho Rampur Hat sub-division, Bir- 
hhum Distriot, Bengal, situated in 23° ‘ 52' N. and 87° 50' E, 
on tho north hank of tho river Mor. Population (1901) 407! 
Ganutia is the contro of tho silk industry of Blrbhiim. A factory 
was established here in 1786 by a Mr. Frusbard. After various 
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vicissitudes, whioh are related in Hunter’s Annnls of Rural 
Bengal, tins gentleman succeeded in converting the forest and 
waste land around Ganutia into thriving and prosperous villages, 
and founded factories throughout the north-east of Birblnim. 

Education His head faotoiy, which is the moBt imposing edifice in tho 

District, is now the property of the Bengal Silk Company. Tho 
industry has seriously doolined of late years and now employs 
only about 500 persons. 

Ham Bazar.— Village in the head-quarters sub-division of 
Birbhum District, Bengal, situated in 23° 38' N. and 87° 32' E. 
on the banks of the Ajay river. Population (1901) 1,815. It is 
tho soat of a considerable trado and is celebrated for its manufac- 
ture of lao ornaments and toys, tarn silk and brass wore. 

Kenduli.— Village in tho head-quarters sub-division of Bir- 
hhiim District, Bengal, situated in 23° 38' N. and 87° 26' E. on 
tho north bank of the Ajay river. Population (1901) 774. It was 
the birth-plaoe of Jnyadeva, a disciple of tho Yishnuite reformer 
and Sanskrit poet, Ohnitanya, the author of tho celebrated Gita 
Medical Gobinda, a Sanskrit poem in praise of Krishna. An annual fair in 

honour of Jayadova is held in tho village on tho last day of Pus 
(tho middle of January), whioh is attended by 50,000 persons. 

Labpnr.— 1 Trading village in tho-head-quarters sub-division of 
Birbhum District, Bengal, situated in 23° 49' N. and 87° 49' E. 
on the Sari-Katwa road, 7 miles east of Ahmadpur station, on the 
East Indian Railway. Population (1901) 750. It contains a 
temple of the goddess Phullnra, where there is a curious practice of 
feeding jackals. The place is a pithast/ian or sacred placo, whero 
Vncci the lips of the goddess Sat! are said to have fallen. 

Worn Mayiireswar.— Village in the Rampur Hat sub-division, 

' Birbhum Disiriot, Bengal, situated in 23°59'N. and 87°46'E. 
on tho road from Suri to Mursliidabad, Population (1901) 
2,535. The inhabitants are principally engaged in rearing silk- 
worms and in silk spinning and weaving. _ , 

Nalhati.— Village in the Rampur Hat sub-division, Birbhum 
Distriot, Bengal, situated in 24° 18' N. and 87° 50' E. on tho 
East Indian Railway, 145 miles from Cnloutta. Population (1901) 
2.C3G. Nalhati is said to hare been tho capital of a traditional 
Hindu monarch, Itaja Nala, and traces of the ruins of liis palace 
arc pointed out on a hillock called Nalhati zila, dose to tho 
village. Another legond connects the namo with a temple to 
Nalatcswarl, and it is here that the nnla or throat of tho goddess 
Safi is Eaid to havo fall on. The AzTmganj branch of the East 
Indian Railway joins the loop lino at Nalhati, and it is an 
important centre of the rice trade. 

Rajna£ar (or Nagar).— Village in the head-quarters sub- 
division of Birbhum District, Bengal, situated in 28' ’ iV N. and 
87* 19' E. Population (1901) 3,845. Eiijnngar was tho capital 
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of the Hindu princes of Birbhum prior to the conquest of 
Bengal by the Muhammadans in 1203. In 1244 it was plundered 
by the Oriyas. The site is now covered with crumbling houses, 
mouldering mosques and weed-choked tankB ; the ancestral palace 
of its Rajas has fallen into ruins. North of the town and 
buried in dense jungle are the romains of an anciont mud fort 
said to have been built in the 18th century as a defence against 
the Maratkas. The famous Nagar Wall or entrenchment, extend- 
ing in an irregular and broken line around tho town for a distance 
of 32 miles, is now rapidly decaying. Tho ghats or gateways havo 
long ceased to be capable of defence, and many ports of the wall 
have been washed almost level with tho ground by the annual 
rains. The place is locally famous for its mnngoos. [Archwotogical 
Survey Reports, vol. viii, pp, 146-147.] 

Rttmpur Hat Village. — Head-quarters of tho sub-division of 
the same name, Birbhum District, Bengal, situated in 24° 10' N. 
and 87° 47' E. on the Enst Indian Railway, 136 miles from 
Howrah. Population (1901) 3,908. A great port of tho trade of 
the Santal Parganas passes through the village. It contains tho 
■ usual publio offices ; the sub-jail has accommodation for 18 prisoners. 

Samthia. — Village in Ihe hoad- quarters Bub-division of Bir- 
bhum District, Bengal, situated in 23° 67' N. and 87 J 41' E. 
on tho East Indian Railway, 119 miles from Howrah. Population 
(1901) 2,622. The village, which lies on tho Mor river, is. 
connected with Siiri by a good road. It is an important trade 
centre. 


Siiri Town.— Head-quarters of Birbhum Distriot, Bengal, 
situated in 23° 54' N. and 87° 32' E. on tho summit of a gravol 
ridge, 3 miles south of tho Mor river. Population (1901) 8,692. 
Suri was .constituted a municipality in 1876. Tho average income 
for tho decade ending in 190L-G2 was Its. 11,000 and tk<J expendi- 
ture Rb. 10,000. In 1903-04 tho income wub Rb. 16,000, of which 
Bs. 5,000 was derived from a lax on persons (or property tax) 
and Rs. 3,000 from a conservauojr rate ; and tho expenditure was 
Rs. 14,000. Tho town contains tho usual publio offices: tho 
Distnot jail has accommodation for 290 prisoners, tho principal 
industries being oil-pressing, aloe pounding, newar and oarpet 
making. A largo cattle and produce show is hold annually in 
January or February, at which prizes are given. Palanquins and 
furniture aro mado in the town, and cotton and silk weaving 

neighbourhood 111 ^ 7lUagC8 of Alunda aad Karidlia in the 

iv S?ral^-Vffiago in the head-quarters sub-division of Blrbbiim 
District, Bengal, situated ra 23^40' N. and 87° 40' E in tlie 
south of tbo Distnot about 5 miles north’ of tho Ajay river 
Population (1901) 1,558. The village is Noteworthy as the siio 
of an- old commercial residency, formerly tho contxo of tho 
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Company’s trade in Birbhum.' During tho lattor years of the 18th 
contury, from H to 6$ lakhs of rupeos were annually expended 
on the mercantile investmont at SuruL The first Commoroial 
Bcadont, Mr. Cheap, who exeroised magisterial powers, has left 
hobind him tbo name of “ Cheap tho Ma gnificent.” He intro- 
duced indigo cultivation into tho Distriot, improved the monufno- 
turo of sugar by means of apparatus brought from Europe, and 
established a private firm, which flourished until within the last 
few years. "When thB Company gave np their commercial deal- 
ings, the rosidonoy-nt Surul was abandoned. The ruins crown tho 
top of a 6mnll hill. Tho trade in indigo and sugar is now 
extinct, ^ 

Bankura District.— Westernmost Distriot of the Burdwiin 
Division, Bengal, situated betwoen 22° 38' and 23° 38' N., and 
86° 36' and 87° 46' E., with an area of 2,621 squaro miles. 
Tho Damodar river on tho north separates it from tne Bnrdwan 
Distriot ; while it is hounded on the south by Midnnporo; on tho 
oast by Burdwan and Hooglily ; and on the west by Mfinbhum. 

Tho Distriot forms part of tho oastom fringo of the OhotS 
Nagpur plateau. In the north and west it consists of broken 
rocky country with isolated spurs, of .whioh tho highest are the 
Susunia hill (1,442 feet), and Bih&ri Nath. To tho east the 
elevation is lower ; tho country has an undulating park-like aapoct 
and eventually merges in the alluvial plains of the Gangctic 
delta. 

The chief rivers are tho Damodar, which forms tho northern 
boundary, and the DwSrkoswar or Dhalhisor, whioh traverses tho 
centre of tho District. Thoy are insignificant streams during 
the hot weather, but in tho rains becomo navigable by boats or 
60 to 60 tons burden. During this season they sometimes rise so 
suddenly owing to tho rapid drainage from tho neighbouring 
hills that a head wave is formed, called the hurpa ban, not unliko 
the bore or tidal wavo in the Hooghly, which often causes loss of 
life and great destruction of property. Tho Silai and KSsai oross 
tho south of tho Distriot. * 

Gneiss appears in tho western lulls, especially in the 
neighbourhood of BonkurS town, and .in the norih-wost mota- 
morphio rooks stand up boldly in well marked hornblondic 
ridges, tho general striko of whioh is nearly cast and west. 
South of Bankura veins of granite occur, especially in the 
metamorphio rocks along tbo Silai river, cutting through tho 
gnoissio rooks. Tho Gondwana system is represented in tho north, 
on the h anks of tho Damodar river, by beds which belong to tho 
Eanlgauj group and may contain useful scams of cooL Elsowhero 
the surface' consists of gently undulating ground covered by 
latcritonnd alluvium^ The formor is invariably dctritnl, and 
contains suoh quantities of quartz pebbles ns to resemble a conrso 
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ferruginous .conglomerate. The laterite is extensively overlaid by ' 
a sandy day ■which is often intermixed with kankar.* 

The uplands are bare or covered with a scrub jungle of Botany. 
Zizyphus and other thorny shrubs whioh sometimes giveB way to 
sSl (Shorea robusta) forest, while the low' hills are covered by a 
dense mixed forest, which contains speoies of Miliusa, Schrelera , 
Schleichem and Diospym. In the low lying land to the east, the 
swamp vegetation of the West Bengal rice plain is found. In the 
neighbourhood of villages are duckets, in whioh the most common 
speoies are bamboos, pipal (Ficus religiosa), banyan (Ficus indica), 
red cotton tree ( Bombax malabaricutn), Jilangifera, Uor.inga, and 
Odina toodier. The Distriot contains no Government forests. 

Black bear are common in the western jungles, and hyoenas, Fauna, 
leopards, wolves, deer and wild hogs are also occasionally found. 

Almost every variety of Indian snake is found in BahkurB, 
pythons being often met with in the hills, while the cobra, 
karail and other deadly serpents aro common. 

Exceptionally high day temperatures are a feature of the hot ciimnto 
weather months, the mean maximum rising to 93° in March and and tem- 
102° in April. The mean temperature for the year is 80°, The P oratnrc ‘ 
average annual rainfall is 56 inches, of which 10*4 inches fall in 
June, 127 in July, 12 - 4 in August and 8‘2 in September. 

In prehistoric times Bankura formed part of the old kingdom History 
of Kama Suvama, and subsequently of the Barh division of nna 
Bengal. The local legends centre round Bishnupur. Here was 
founded, in the beginning of the eighth oentury A.D., one of the y ' 
eight petty dynasties of Hindu rulers who formerly held the 
Bengal frontier against the jungle tribes of the western plateau. 

Under Muhammadan rule the Bishnupur family appears 
sometimes as the enemy, sometimes as the ally, and sometimes ns 
the tributary of the MusalmSn Nawah. In the rent roll of Todar 
Mai in 1582 the country held by it was assessed at a fixed tribute. 

In 1715, under the administration of J&far Khan, it was brought 
under oloser subjection and the chief was reduced to the status of 
a zamindar. It waB at that time included within the chalda of 
Burdwan, and was with that Distriot ceded to the East India 
• Company in 1760. From that date the fortunes of the family 
rapidly declined. They were impoverished by Moratha raids, and 
the famine of 1770 left few inhabitants to till the soil. 
Meanwhile the English added to their publio burdens and treated ’ 
them as mere land stewards, and thus completed their ruin. 

The present representative of the family is dependent for his sub- 
sistence on a few debottar estates. When the Bishnupur zamlndari , 


* Memoirs, Geological Survey of India, vol. i, pt, 8, The geological structure 
and physical features of the districts of USnhvrS, Midnapore and Orissa; also 
vol, iii, port 1 , '"The Saniganj coal field" by.W. T. Blanford. Tbo above 
account wus “supplied by Mr. F. N. Bobo ol tbo Geological Survey of India. 
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first passed into ilio lands of the English, it was administered 
from Murshidabad, but its lawless condition soon necessitated a 
more direct administration, and in 1787 it was constituted, with 
Blrllum, into o separate District. In 1793 it was separated 
from Blrllum and added to Burdwan, lui in 1805 it was incor- 
porated with tie newly constituted Jukgle Mahals, of which it 
continued to form part until 1833. Bankura was created a 
separate revenue District in 1835, hut disorepnnoies long existed 
betweon the revenue, judicial and police jurisdictions which were 
not completely removed until 1879. Interesting nrchteologicnl 
remains are found at Bishkotub. 

Tho The population of the present Distriot area increased steadily 

rapid, from 968,597 in 1872 to 1,011,752 in 1881, to l,069,G68*in 1891 
and to 1,116,411 in 1901. The undulating uplands are well 
drained and form one of the most salubrious tracts in Bengal. 
The Bishnupur sub-division is less healthy, and hero the notorious 
Burdwan fever formerly caused groat ravages. Mortality is chiefly 
duo to fever. Cholera is always present in a sporadio form and 
sometimes becomes epidemio. Leprosy is more prevalont than 
in any other part of India, and more than 3 moles per millo 
ware recorded as suffering from it at the census of 1901. Tho 
principal statistics of that census arc shown below:— 
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Tho Distriot is less densely poopled than any other in the 
Burdwan Division. Tho population is very sparso in the south 
and west whore tho land is undulating, rocky and barren ; further 
east, in tho Bishnupur sub-division, the soil is alluvial and tho 
density is much greater. ,Tho increase of population at the last 
census is less than half what it would have been but for the 
large emigration which takes place. The emigrants arc for tho 
most part- hardy aborigines from tho south and west of the 
District, who arc attracted by the high wages paid in tho caul fields 
of Asansol and 'in the Assam tea gardens, or who supplement 
their scanty harvests by working as labourers in the metropolitan 
Districts in the off season. Tho towns are Baxkcra, "the head- 
quarters, Bisfixurm, nr l So.xamukhi. Tho vernacular of th e 
District is the dialect known as liarlii Mi or western' Bengali, 
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bat Sanfali is fp»kon by nearly !) per mil. of tho papulation. 

By religion 975.746 aro UinduF, 51.114 Murnlmans and 89,lo7 
Anhnists. The left-mentioned mo chiefly Snnt&ls o£ tho bend- 
quarters Fub-di vision, wlio runnier altogether 100,000. 

Tho Mupalmfins are almost nil Shaikhs (44.000). Among tho T)>dr 
Hindus tho semi-aboriginal enstr-s of Dauri 1113,000) nnd ilflgdi «i»t« »nd 
(01,0 )0) hulk largely; the former predominating in the west and 
tho latter towards tho east of tho District. Brfihmnns (03,000) 
nnrl Tells (74,000) nro nlfo numerous. Of the population G0 - 7 
per cent, nro supported by agriculture, 15 - 9 per cent, by industries, 

0 7 by commerce, nud 2'2 by tho professions. Tho proportion 
of agriculturists is considerably below the general averago for 
Bengal. 

Christians number 3G3. A Wesleyan mission commenced work CIwWImi 
in 1S77 and maintains several sehools. It 1ms opened classes in 51 b,lon *« 
Bfinkura tosu to teach carpentry, weaving nnd basket-making, 
nnd nbo built a public library in 1899 and a leper asylum with 
accommodation for 72 inmates in 1902. An Armenian mission 
possesses an orplmnago near Mejia. 

Tho alluvial soil in tho cast of tho Bishnnpur Bub-division is Ocm-rni 
fertilo ; elsewhere vnlloyB nro generally rich nnd productive, while "^, cu ' 
tho higher lands nro comparatively Imrron nnd are, for tlio most rondtUmi 
part, covered with jungle. »'«' , . 

Tho salient agricultural statistics for 1903-04 nro reproduced {.„!* ** 
below in squaro miles ; it is estimated tbnt 01 square miles aro 
iwico cropped : — 
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Tho chief crop is rico which covers 030 square miles. By far 
tho most important harvest is tho Amnn or winter xicc, which in 
sown in April or May, after ihroo or four plough mgs, transplanted 
in July or August, and reaped in Decoinher. Tho atm or curly rico 
i6 town broadcast in May and reaped in Soptomhor. Sugtirenno 
covers 20 fqimro miles; maize- is cultivated on tho higher lands, 
and oilseeds, pulses, wheat, flax and cotton nro qlso grown. 
Indigo, formerly nn impo/fanl oron, 3ms now almost disappeared, 
ltioli black mud, scraped from tho bottom of tanks or reservoirs, 
in used ns manuro mixed with ashes and btubhlo, whilo for tho 
moro valuable cropr. cow-dung in nlno added. In the ease of landa 

i) 
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growing sugarcane and other exhausting staples, rotation is 
observed, sugarcane being . generally followed by til (Sesamum 
mlicum) after which a orop of early rice is taken, followed by 
mustard and peas mixed. 

The onltivated area is being gradually extended. During the 
last decade Es. 62,000 has been advanced under the Dana Im- 
provement „ and Agriculturists’ Loans Acts for the excavation 
and re-excavation of irrigation tanks and other miscellaneous 
improvements, 

The looal cattle ate weak and poor, though the pasturage 
is ample exoept in the east of the District. 

Irrigation is necessary everywhere except in thB low country 
to the east, and it is estimated that one-third of the cultivated 
area is artificially irrigated. The [usual method ia to throw 
a dam across a watercourse, but wells and tanks are ' also 
utilized. ’ - „ s 

Thoro are 2 email ooal min ns in the north of the District, 
the output in 1903-04 being 10,684 tons. Ferruginous laterito 
is common, and the quartz, sandstone, trap, gravel and day 
which it produces are largely utilized for road-making and brick- 
burning. Building stone exists in unlimited quantities in the 
hills. A whito lithomarge is obtained under the latent® at a 
point about 12 miles north-east of BSnkurfi. Gold occurs in 
small quantities in the sands of the Dhalkisor and KSsai 
rivers. 

Silk spinning, silk and cotton weaving, the manufacture of ' 
brass and bell-metal ware, and the preparation of shollao are 
the principnl industries. Bishnupur town, contains a largo weav- • 
ing population and is noted for its prettily embroidered scarves 
and fine oik doth. Tatar silk is manufactured at B&nkura, 


Bislmupur and Birsinghpur, aid coarse cotton doths at Bfinkura 
town, GopTnSthpur, Borjora, Rajgram and Birsinghpur, though 
they are being ousted from the morket by cheap Manchester goods. 
Sonamukhi is the centre of the shellac industry, hut profits bavo 
been reduced by a fall in prices; nbout 6,000 maunds were 
exported to Calcutta in 1908-04, Other industries nro -the 
mauufaoture of gold and silver ornaments, iron implements, shell 
bangles and lac heads. 

. liice, brass and bell-metal ware, silk stuffs and hides are the 
chief articles of export, while the imports Ore tobacco, salt, epices, 
betel-nuts, poppy heads, cotton and entfon twist and European 


piece-goods. A small part of tho trade passes through the 
Efiuigtim and PfinSgarh stations of the East Indian Railway, but 
most of it is convoyed by the Midnnporc-Jhcrri§ extension of 
the Bengiu-Mgpur Railway, which passes through tho District. 
There is some bullock cart traffic with Gbftt&l in the Midnapot# 
tJisfnct, 
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- The East Indian Railway shirts the norlh-ea6t bound- Railway* 
ary. The Midnnporo-Jhcrria extension of the Bengal-NSgpur RntI "“d** 
Railway, which passes through tho District, has recently been 

r aed, and a chord lino from Howrah to B&nkura is under con- 
otion. Tho chief roads aro tho Rftniganj-Midnoporo road 
maintained from Provincial funds, tho old military Grand 
Trunk Rood which runs across tho Distriot, the Bankur&-Burdwfin 
road era Son&mukhi, the Binkurli-Raipur road, and tho Bishnn- 
pur-P&nfigarh road. These nro maintained by the District hoard, 
which lias altogether under its charge 24 miles of metalled and 675 
miles of unmetalled roads, in addition to 105 milo9 of villago 
, tracks. 

River-borne trafllo is praotioally Confined to tho floating of 
long rafts (locally called rnirs) down tho D&modar; tho trado is 
declining owing to the supply of timber near tho river having 
hoen practically exhausted. 

Tho District is subject to drought and required Government Famine, 
rolief in 1806 and 1874, and again in 1897. On the last occasion a 
daily aveingo of 2,377 persons wore employed on reliof works, and 
6,528 woro gratuitously relieved from Slay to September at a cost 
of Re. 1,20,000, of which Rs 35,000 was contributed by tho 
District board, while thohalanco was mot by Government. 

For gonoral administrative purposes tho District is divided 
into 2 subdivisions with head-quarters at Bakkuka and Bisuuu- ,“ on , nn j 
run. Tho District Magistrate has at Btakurfi a staff of 3 »tnff. 
Deputy Magistralo-Collootors, while another, assisted by a sub- 
deputy collector, is in ohargo of tho Bishnunur sub-division. 

For tho disposal of civil work there aro subordinate to tho Civil nnd 
District and Sessions Judgo, a Sub-Judgo nnd 3 Munsifs at 
Bunkurfi, one Munsif at Khfitra, ono at Kotfilpur, nnd 2 JU 1 
at Bishnupur, ono of whom occasionally sits at Kolulpur. 

For many years past tho Distriot has boon notorious ns a 
contro of gangs of professional daeoits, ono of whioh has boon 
traced hack ns far as tho Mutiny of 1857. Theso gangs, whioh 
mainly commit their crimos in tho neighbouring Districts, aro 
now boing broken up. 

Nearly tho whole of tho Distriot, as at prosont constituted, was Land 
originally compriBcd < in the Bishnupur pargana, whioh constituted tov mnOi 
tho estate of tho Ruju. This was gradually brokon up, owing to his 
unpundualily in paying tho land rovonuo, hut in 1835-30, when 
Bankura was first constituted a sonarato Collcotorato, it still con- 
tained only 00 estates. Tho number was in 1903-04 inorensod 
to 1,046, with a current demand of 4*74 lakhs. Of theso 983 
paying a revenue of 4*73 lakhs aro permanently sottlod; 51 aro 
temporarily sotllod estates, consisting of tho surplus sido lands of 
tho Kanlganj-Midnaporo road, and 12 potty' ostatos nro tho - pro- 
perty of Government. Tho incidouco of tho land rovonuo is lower 

i) 2 
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than elsewhere in the Division, being only R. 0-12-4 per 
oullivated acre. Tenures peeuliar to tho District tire nayaladi , 
■under which a tenant who takes up waste land is allowed to hold 
a certain portion of it free of rent or to obtain a deduction 
from tko rent of the entire tenure, jakasan, an improvement 
loaso under which a tenant constructs tanks or reservoirs on 
similar torms, and itmamdari, under wbioh the tenure-holder enjoys 
tho land rent-freo as remuneration for performing the duties of a 
rent collector. Ohatvali estates were formerly held for services 
rendered in defending the ghats or frontier passes against tho 
inroads of Mnruthas and other plunderers, A quit-rent was 
originally payablo to the Raja of Bishnnpur and was included 
in the assets of tho decennial settlement, but on tho Raja’s appli- 
cation, those lands wore subsequently resumed by Government. 
The ghatmh have now been abolished and their estates settled. 
Tho maximum, minimum and average rates per aore nssessed hy 
tho Settlement Officer were Rs. 7-8, Its. 3-12 and Rs. 6-10 for low 
lands, and Rs. 12, Rs. 3 and Rs. 7-8 for high lands. The average 
holding of a tenant is 6 acres. RontB rule higher in tho cast .than 
in tho west of tho District, rice land bringing in from Rb. 3-12 to 
Rs. C an aore in the west and from Rs. 4-8 to Rs. 7-8 in the 
Bishnupur sub-division. 3?or rabi land tho rates vaiy between 
Rs. 54 and Rs. 12 per acre, though as little as Rb. 3 per acre is 
paid for the less fertile lands in tho north- west. Tho collections 
of land revenue and of total revenue, under tho principal heads, 
in thousands of rupees, ore shown in tho following table:— 


* 

1680-SI. 

1890-91. 

1930-01. 

1903-04. 

Lnnd revenue 

4,69 

4,53 

4,G0 

4,79 . 

Total revenue 

7,1G 

8,11 

• 9,45 

10,02 


Local n«a Outside the municipalities of Bankuiu, Bishxutub and Soka- 
“T MUKHI ’ ^ 0( ; a \ affairs aro managed hy the District hoard and the 
meat. two sub-divisional local hoards subordinate to it. The income of 
the hoard in 1903-04 was Rs. 1,31,000, of which Rs. 62,500 
was derived from Tates, and its expenditure was Rs. 1,18,000, 
half of which was spent on civil works and Rs. 40,000 on 
education. . 

Police ted The District contains 13 police stations and 9 outposts. Tho 

juU«. force subordinate to the District Superintendent of Police in 1903 
consisted of 2 inspectors. 27 sub-inspectors, 25 head-cons(ablo 3 and - 
. ihoro was in addition a village' police consisting' 
< axi d 2,931 clmuki'lart, of wjjiorn 401 oro remunor- 

fctou bj service tenures. Tho cost of maintenance of tho regular 
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force was Es. 77,000 and (lioro was one poli coman tc ovory 10‘1 
square miles and to every 4,327 persons. Tho District jail at 
Baskijra ins accommodation for 309 prisoners, and a subsidiary 
jail nt Bishnupnr for 15. 

.Education is making steady progress and D‘3 per cent of Educa- 
tho population (18*3 males and •& females) were literate in 1901. tton * 
Tho total number of pupils under instruction increased from 
38,512 in 1892-93 to 89,092 in 1900*01, while 37,095 boys and 
4, 70S girls were at school in 1903-04, boing respectively 45*7 
and 55 percent, of tho childron of sohool-going ago. Tho numbor 
of educational institutions, pnblio and private, in that year was 
1,38S, including ono Arts college, 65 secondary schools, 1,241 
primary schools and 81 other special schools. Tho Inst mentioned 
institutions include two special Snntal schools under mission 
manngomont, and two aided music schools at Biinkur& and Bishnu- 
pur, at which both .vocal and instrumental musio aro taught. Tho 
expenditure on education was Es. 1,81,000, of which lts. 22,000 
was met from Provincial funds, 11s. 38,000 from District funds, 

Es. 2,000 from munieipnl funds and Es. 84,000 from feos. 

In 1903 tho District contained 10 dispensaries, of which 3 Medical, 
had accommodation for 34 in-door patients; tho cases of 
38,000 out-patienta and 318 in-pationts wore treatod, and 2,690 
operations wero performed. Tho expenditure was Es. 11,000, 
of which Es. 2,000 was met by Government contributions, 

Es. 4,000 from local and 11s. 3,000 from municipal funds 
and Es. 2,000 from subscriptions. A. lopor asylum is maintained 
at JBfinkura. 

Vaccination is compulsory only within municipal areas; it Vaccina- 
appears to bo gaining ground, though tho numbor of operations t!on * 
varies widely from yoax to year. In 1903-04, 38,450 porsons 
wero successfully vaccinated, roprosonting 30 per thousand of 
tbo population. 

[Sir W. "\V. Hunter, Statuiical Account of Bengal , vol. iv,187G, 
and Annul* of Jlural Bengal, 1808.] 

Bankura Sub-division.—' West ora sub-division of tho Biinkuru 
District, Bongnl, lying bolwoon 22° 38' and 23° 38' N., and 80° 36' 
and 87° 20'. E., with an area of 1,921 square miles. Tho sub- 
division is composed of undulating country, covered in places with 
low scrubby junglo nnd coppico wood. To tbo cast it morgos in 
tho alluvial plain, but to the west tbo surface is more irregular, tho 
undulations become more rnnrkod, and numerous isolated hills 
appear. Tho population was 712,055 in 1901, compared with 
692,357 in 1891. It contains ono town, Bankvba, its lvead- 

J uarters (population ’20,737), and 4,069 villages.' Tim sub- 
ivision, which lies on tbo fiingo of tho Olio! a Nagpur plateau, is 
much loss fertile and less dousoly populated than tho Bislmupur 
sub-division, and supports only 371 porsons to tbo square .-milo, 
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Bislinnpnr Sub -division. —Eastern suit-division of the 
BanlsurS. District, Bengal, lying between 22° 54' and 23° 25' N. 
and 87° 15' and 87° 48' E.> with an area of 700 equaro miles. 
The sub-division is for the most part alluvial and flat, presenting 
the appearance of the ordinary paddy lands of Bengal^ but the 
level surface is broken here and there by undulating slopes of 
infertile laterile. The population was 404,356 in 1901, compared 
with 377,311 in 1891, the density being 578 persona , to the 
square mile. It contans 2 towns, Bibhnofub, its head-quarters 
(population 19,090), and Sonamukhi. (13,448), and 1,528 
villages. - '' - 

Banknra Town,— Head-quarters of Bfinkurfi District, 

Bengal, situated in 23° 14' N. and 87° 4' E. on the north 
hank of the Dhalkisor river. The population in 1901 was 
20,737, of whom 19,553 were Hindus, 993 Muhammadans 
and 168 Christians. BSnkurS. is said to be named after an 
early settler' named Banku Bai, whose descendants still reside 
in the town. The olimate is dry and very healthy. The town 
lies on the old Grand Trunk Eoad from Calcutta to the north- 
west. The newly constructed Midnapore-Jheiria brnnoh of the 
Bengal-N&gpur Railway passes through it, and a direct line from 
Howrah is contemplated. Tatar snk is largely manufactured. 
Considerable trade is carried on, the chief exports being rioe, Oil- 
seeds, lae, cotton and Bilk dloth, silk cocoons, etc., and the imports 
English piece-goods, salt, tobacco, spices, coco-nuts and pulses. 
BankurS. was constituted a municipality in 18G9. The average 
income for the decade ending in 1901-02 was Its. 13,000, and 
the expenditure Its, 12,000. In 1903-04 the income was 
Be. 20,000, a third of whioh was derived from a tax on persons 
(or property tax), and the expenditure wua Rs. 14,000. The town 
.contains the usual publio offices ; the District jail has aoconimoda- 
• tion for 309 prisoners, the rliiof industries being musthrd-oil 
pressing, brick-making, dart and doth > weaving, and cane and 
bamboo work. A leper osylum built in -1902 is administered 
bf the Wesleyan Mission ; it has accommodation for' 72 
inmates. 

Bishnnpnr Town.— Ancient capital of Bankura District, 
•Bengal, under its native ROjfis,' situated in 23° 5' ,N. and 87° 
20' E. a 'few miles south of the Dhalkisor river. Population 
(1901) 19,000. The family of the Rajas of Bishnupur which was 
„ founded in the eighth century was at one time one Of the most 
important dynasties in-Bengal; in Muhammadan 'times they ware 
nominally tributary 'to the Nawabs of Hursbidfib5d,’but f reqeuhtly 
exercised independent powers. In the 18th century the family 
rapidly dedined ; they were impoverished: by the ravages '-of. .the 
Jlnrfithis, and the famine .Of 1770 depopulated their 'territory and 
completed their ruin. ’ - 
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Ancient Bishnupur was according to the unlive ohromoles a 
city “more boa tit if nl than the beautiful house of Iudrn in heaven.” 
It was surrounded by 7 miles of fortifications, within which 
lay the citadel, containing the palace of the RRjils. Tho 
ruins nro very curious nnd interesting. Near the south gatowaj' 
are tho remains «f an extensive seTies of granaries, and insido tho 
fort, which is overgrown with jungle, lies an iron gun, 10$ 
feet long, tho gift, according to tradition, of a deity to one 
of (ho Itiijfo. within tho boundaries of f ho fort are numerous 
brie!: temples covered with curious sculpture 1 '. Tho most import- 
ant are the Jorbnugtda, the Rldimanehn nud tho Mnllemm temple. 
In the map to tho Abbe Regnal’s Hhttn/ <?/ the Eas! anti h'tsl 
jTrJier ^1770) Bfe-’enpur and Calcutta arc tho only. two cities 
which appear in largo letter* in tho present Lieutenant-Governor- 
ship of Bengal. 

At the present day Bbhnupur is nn important trading centre, 
tho exports being rice, oilseeds, lac, cotton, sill: doth and silk 
cocoons ; nnd the imports Iing!i«h piece-goods, fait, tobacco, sprees, 
cooo-nnts ind pulses. It contains a largo weaving population, nnd 
is a centre of the iatnr f ilk industry, while it is also noted for its 
embroidered sill: seams and shawls. Tho Grand Tmnk Hoad from 
Calcutta to the north-west pa.i«os through tho town, and it is a 
station on tho newly oondracled Midnnpore-Jhcrrifi branch of tho 
Beugal-Nftgpur Railway. Bwhnupur was constituted a muni- 
cipality in 1803. The nverago incomo for tho dccado ending 
in 1901-02 was Rs. G.700, and tho expenditure Us. C,J500. In 
1903-01 tho incomo was 11a. 13,000, of which Rs. 0,000 was derived 
from n tax on persons (or property tax), whilo Bs. 4,000 was 
accounted for by a loan from Government. Tho expenditure in 
tho same year was 11s. 8,000. Tiro town contains tho usual 
public offices ; the sub-jail 1ms accommodation for 10 prisoners. 

[fiirTV. W. Uuntor, Anmit <>f Rural. \limgni 1868; Archao- 
loyical Surrey U'jwh, vol. viii, pp. 203-206.] 

SotiSniuiclri.—Town in tho Jlishmipur mill-division, BftnkurR 
District, Bengal, situated in 23° ID' IS. and 87 u 2G' 33. Popu- 
lation (1901) 13, >118. SouAroukhl was formerly the flilo of a 
Commercial Residency and of an important factory of tho East 
India Company, where weavers wore employed in cotton spin- 
ning and ciothninking. It is now the local cenlro of the Bhellao 
industry. It lies on tho road between Bishnupur nnd Pftnfignrh 
station on -tho J3ast Indian Railway. It wna const i(u ted a 
municipality in 1880. Tho average income for the decade 
ending in 1901-02 was R«t. 0,300, and the expenditure Tis. 0,200. 
In 1903.04 tho incomo was Rs. 0,000, mainly derived from a tax 
on persons (or property tax) and tho expenditure was Rs. 0,000. 

Snsunia. — Hill in tho hcnd-ounricre mib-division, BflukurA 
District, Bengal, situated in 22® 43' N. nnd SO® 49' 13. and rising 
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to 1,442 feet abovo soa-lovel. It runs duo east and west for 2 
miles and is covered with heavy treo junglo except on its south 
face, whore it was formerly quarried for building stone. 

Midnapore District (llediiripur ).— Southernmost Disfriot of 
tho Burdwan Division, Bengal, lying- between 21° 30' and 
22° 57' N., and 80° 33' and 88° 11' K., with an area of 5,186 
square miles. Midnaporo is tho largest and most populous 
of tho Bengal Regulation Districts; nnd it is proposed to 
sub divido it into two Districts in order to ensnro greater 
efficiency of administration. Its western boundary marohos with 
the Balasorc District and tho Mayurbhanj Tributary Stalo in 
Orissa nnd with the Singhhhum and Manbkum Districts of 
Chota Nagpur, whilo its southern boundary is tho coast-lino of 
tho Bay of Bengal. To the oast tho Hooghly river and its 
tributary tho lliipnarayan sopaTatq it from tho 24-Parganas, 
Howrah and Hooghly Districts, whilo on the north it is- 
bounded by Bankura. 

This extensive District comprises three tracts of well-marked 
characteristics ; the north and west are of laterite formation, the 
east is deltuio, nnd tho south is soa-bonrd. .Tho Oontai nnd Tamluk 
sub-divisions are on tho soa-coast and tho estuary of tho Hooghly, 
nnd contain tho months of tho Rasulpur and Haldl rivers, 'l’bey 
arc comparatively free from malaria nnd produce vory rich crops 
of rice. Tho Gbtitul Bah-division, further north, slopes hack from 
tho hank of tho Rupnarayan; the soil is a rich alluvium, but muoh 
of its area is liable to floods, and though excellent crops are roaped, 
tho inhabitants suffor greatly from malaria. Tho head-quarters 
sub-division consists in the north and west of thinly wooded and 
rocky uplands forming part of tho fringe of the Ohota Nagpur 
plateau; hero tho climato is good though tho laterito soil is dry 
and infertile. Towards tho east and south tho level dips, and a 
swampy hollow is formed between tho elevated country to tho west 
and the comparatively high ground along the coast. Tho conditions 
in this tract ore very similar to those in tho GhStal sub-division 
which it adjoins. In tho north-west comer tkore are several 
hills over 1,000 feot in height, but tho rest of the District is 
nearly level. Tho scenery is varied in the north and west, 
where there aro extensive sdl forests and the country is undulating 
and picturesque. 

The chief rivers are tho Hooghly nnd its three tidal tributaries, 
tho Rupsahavax, tho Haldi and the Bnsiiipur. The Rupn&rayan 
join 1 * the Hooghly opposite Hooghly Point ; its chiof tributary is 
the Silai flowing' in a tortuous courso through tho north of tho 
District which is navigable as far os Gkatdl. Tho Hold! falls into 
tho Hooghly opposite tho northern point of SSgar Island : its princi- 
pal tributaris aro tho Krdingbai and the Kasai, neither of which is 
navigialu; the latter rises in tho Munbkum District, .and flows 
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past the town of Midnapore. The Basulpur rises in the south of 
the District and joins the Hooghly a little below Kedgeree and 
the Cowcolly light-house. The Sc bark arekka is the only other 
river requiring notice. It enters the District from SinghbhOm 
and passes through the jungle tract of western Midnapore into the 
Balasore District ; it is not navigable. 

In the extreme north-west comer of the District there is a low Geology, 
ridge formed of grey and bluish grey micacean schists with bandB 
of a more igneous character. The plains are covered in the north 
and west by lateritio rocks, which gradually give way in the south 
and east to the ordinary alluvium of the Gungetio delta. At the 
surface the laterite invariably contains small rounded fragments of 
other rooks, and in places these become conglomeratic, pebbles of 
quartz coated with oxide of iron and rounded fragments of other 
rocks being frequently formed. Close to the town of Midnapore, 
where a section is exposed, more than 50 feet of solid laterite 
are seen superposed in large tabular masses upon a soft soapy 
greyish white and reddish clay, resembling the kaolin clays whioh 
result from the decomposition ol felspaihic rooks. 

In land under Tice cultivation are found the usual marsh Botany, 
weeds of the Gangetio plain and many sedges, while the surface 
of ponds, ditches and still streams is oovered with aquatio plants. 

- The homesteads are embedded in shrubberies of semi-spontaneous 
growth. Some species of figs, notably the pipal and the banyan, 
make up along with the red ootton tree ( Bombax malabaricum), 

' Mangifcra , Morin ga and Odina icodier the arboresoent part of 
these thickets, in whioh numbers of Phcentx dactylifera and 
pnlmyra ( Bnrassus flalelliformis ) are often present. Hedges and 
waste places are covered with climbing creepers and various milk 
weeds. 

Bears and deer are still plentiful in the west, and leopards and Fauna. • 
hysenas are not. uncommon. There are a few wild elephants and 
wolves, and" occasionally a tiger is seen. Wild buffaloes were 
formerly common 'in the south, but these have disappeared with 
the extension of cultivation. Small game is plentiful and inoludes - 
wild geese, duoks, snipe, ortolans, teal aud hares, though, except- 
ing the migratory birds, all game is decreasing. Snakes are 
numerous. 

The olimate of the arid tract in the north and west is very Climnte, 
different from that of the swamps in the east and south. The tem P era - 
averoge mean temperature for the whole Distriot is about 80°. ^hlfan. 
The coast -line is wetter and cooler than the higher portion. In 
the north and west, where the surface is of red laterite and 
the hot westerly winds from Central India penetrate, 'exception- 
ally high day temperatures are a feature of the hot weather 
months, . and the mean maximum temperature rises to 102° 
in April and May. The average monthly rainfall is less 
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than an inch for November, December, January and Feb- 
ruary, and between 1 and li inohes in March and April, after 
which there is a rapid increase. The average fall in June is 
9‘80 inches, in July 12‘42, in August 13-18, in September 9-04 
and in October 4*43 inches, the annual total averaging 59 
inches. 

Natural The great cyclone of 1864 caused serious loss of life and 

cfiinmities. p ro p er {;y i n the south-east ; no less than 53,000 deaths were 
reported, and the returns were far from complete. The immediate 
losses wero equalled, if not exceeded, by the mortality caused by 
the soaroity and pestilence that resulted from the destruction of 
the crops and the pollution of the drinking water-supply. Heavy 
storms, all causing more or leas damage to life and property, 
have occurred on 12 other occasions during the last 70 venrs. 
In the alluvial tract the rivers frequently overflow their banks 
and cause widespread havoo to the crops ; owing to silt the 
mouth of the rivers are obstructed, and large tracts of country 
remain submerged for weeks after a flood. In,l889 the Bengal 
Government found it necessary to appoint a Commission to 
investigate the oauses of the frequent occurrence of these floods, 
and as a result the cross-damming *of tidal ohannels for agri- 
cultural purposes has been restricted. 

History. The eastern portion of Midnapore originally formed part of 
the kingdom of Suhma or TSmralipta, the ancient name of 
Tamluk, which is now the head-quarters of a sub-division 
on the KfipnSrayaa river. It derives its name from t&mra 
(copper), whioh was oncej on important artiole of export. Tho 
earliest traditional kings of Tamluk wero Kshattriyas of the 
Peacock dynasty, but they were succeeded by Kaibnrttas. The 
whole District with Kalmga or Orissa came under Buddhist 
influence in the fifth century B.O. Early in the fifth century 
A.D. the Chinese pilgrim Fa Hian spent 2 years at Tamluk 
and thonce took ship for Ceylon. Another Chinese pilgrim 
Hiuen Tsiang wrote of Tamluk in the seventh century as still 
an important harbour with 10 Buddhist monasteries containing 
1,000 monks and a pillar of king Asoka. The Midnapore 
District nearly coincides with the Muhammadan division known 
as sarl;6r Jaleswar, whioh had for its capital the town of that 
name now situated in the Balasore District, and was included 
in Orissa at the time ol.Todar Mai’s settlement in 1582. This 
sarfaJr paid to the Mughal emperor an annual revenue of 12J 
lakhs, hut during the last half century of Muhammadan rule 
the Marfith&s collected revenue from the southern portions of 
the District. 

It was at Hijili, at the mouth of the Easulpur river, that 
Job Cbarnock with a small foTee defended himself successfully in 
1637 against an overwhelming army of Mughals, and it was from 
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this place that he jailed to found Culcutlsi, The British occu- 
pation of tho District dates from tlm year 17Gh, when M Jr Karim, 
who <i!ul tom made Snbnhdftr, or governor, of Bengal by tlio 
English, nsrigued to the Knit India Company the PMriils 
of iiunlwAn. Midnawwo and Chittagong to meet it* military 
expenses. By n MibWjncnt treaty, dated the 10th July 1703, 

Mir Jnfar, who had own reinrinttd in place of Mir Kftritn, 
confirmed the oe-rien of thcet- DiMritt?, which were then vtininltd 
to furnish nearly » third of the whole revenue of Bengal. As 
n remit of tin* dKidvo Inttlcof Buxnr the itur'.ni of Bengal, 
Biirirand Orbra was « onferrod in perpetuity ni tlm East India 
Company *» 17(2). The Ori^n therein refernri t«* included only 
the Dirtrict of Midnapore and n part of llooghly, and Orbra 
prejtfr was not tviiqin n d from the MnrfdhAs until 1503. Tlm 
f rhuipnl ofiinr of tlm Company in thejp province'., wo? tin* Chief 
or lie. Men*, at Midunp:>ri*. 

In the early year? of British ndminbt ration mm It (rcuMo 
was given by tho chief? of the hilly country within n<- well 
o-. without 111 " boundary, mid frequent exjK’ditions lmd to too 
made n:>n:r.'i tlm jungle robbor-rAjA-s The fouthern pent ion 
of the District, now the Tr.niltil: and Contai jub-divirinn*, were at 
firft ndminirinvd by n Salt Agent and Collector at Ilijill. 
Tamlfik was truirfcrred Vt Midtmporo in 17t>!»; but Ilijill remained 
n pepamte Colloi iorate np to 1830, when n quarter of it was nmnl- 
gsniaUd with Midnnj^rr and the n^t with Balvoit*. Dlmlhhiim 
originally formed part of Midrmjvire, lint it was trnnshrrvd in 
150d to Mfitibhnm and imlr*< quently to Singhhlifim ; in 1870, 
hmvevrr, *i& outlying villages were again included in Midimpore. 

In 1872 tho jnrp mcer of Chomlmkonfi and JlanlR were trnnrdorred 
from the llooghly Di«lrioi. 

Tho principal object of nrehtoologiral intern t is fit" temple Ardors 
at Tnmltik, winch is of BtiddhH origin but in. now dedicated to '>">'• 
lli« giKldes® # BargS-Bhtmn, or KMf. In the high lnmls there are 
various old gir/nar forhi of the patty jungle rrtjfts of which litlle 
ir. left, hut tlio rite*. Many of tho large tank* nro of great 
ago, and «omo of tlio cniltfinfcuionta constructed to restrain the 
riven ani anterior to tho British occupation. 

Thn population foil from 2,012,020 in 1872 to tf.GI0.5flr>Tt.<» 
in J88J, but wo again to L'.fcJl.-fCG in 1801 ami to 2,780,1 H iu 
1001. Tim decrease in 1881 was due to the prevalence of an 
epidemic of malaria known as (tie "BimlwAn fever," but since 
that year there 1ms boon a ekudy increase. During the last 
decode (hero wns nn advance of about 0 per amt. Tlio 
District in now fairly healthy, with the exception ol (he low 
tracts of tlm Ghfitili enh-divirion and (he centre of (he District, 
where malaria ir- prevalent. Hopei ili* is not uncommon, and 
tlcphtmliiiris exists in the *v.-rutipy j -.rtnof Ihv alluvial poitiou 
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of the Distriot. Cholera has diminished sinoe tho oponing' of the 
railway, as the pilgrims to and from Puri no longer throng tho 
reads spreading the disease in their train. The prinoipal statistics 
of the census of 1901 are reproduced below: — 


SOB-DIVIBIOS. 

Area in 
squaro 
wiles. 

Number op- 

Popula- 

tion." 

Popula- 
tion per 
sqcnro 
mile. 

Percent- 
age o( 
Turiation 
in papula, 
tlon 

between 
1831 nnd 
1301. 

Number 
ol persons 
able to 
read and 
wnlc. 

Towns. 

Viilnges. 

Hidfmpore ... 

3.271 

1 

3,782 

1,277,743 

331 

+ 4-6 

03.53S 

Ghutul 

372 

c 

1,042 

824,331 

' S74 

-o-o 

33,100 

TanilQk ... ... 

G63 

9 

1,578 

688,239 

833 

+ o-o 

02,130 

Oontai 

813 


2,002 

003,130 

710 

+10-0 

00,227 

niSTBICT TOT.it 

5,156* 

■ 

6,454 

5,759,1m 

633 

+ o-o 

295,004 


* Includes 41 square miles returned as uninhabited riverbeds. 


The population is contained in 7 towns and S,464 villages. 
Fire of the towns, vis., Giiatal, Chandhakona, Kharaii, Ram- 
jidanpur and KmnrAi are situated in the north-oast of the 
District, which suffered from the Burdwan fever epidemio, aud 
they have scarcely yot regained the population they then lost. 
Tho remaining towns are Midnapokk, the head-qunrtors station, 
and Tamluk. Tho pressure of tho population is greatest along tho 
banks of tho Ritpnarayan and the estuary of the Hooghly, tho 
maximum density being found in the Tamliik thana where there 
are 1,156 persons to the squaro milo.. Further inland the climato 
is bad and the population gradually decreases. In the west 
tho cultivable area is small, and tho population steadily dimin- 
ishes until, on the confines of Singhbhum and Mayurbhanj,_ it 
drops to 259 souls to the Eqaaro mile. Tho Oontai sub-division 
is tho most progressive pare of the Distriot, tho inorease being 
greatest in Oontai thanra, whioh in the course of ton years has 
added nearly a sixth to its population, and in tho other three littoral 
thanas. On the other hand, the Ghatal sub-division and th&nas 
Dobra, Snbang and Nfirayangarh in the head-quarters sub-division 
nro decadent. This is duo, not only to Ui<3 prevalence of fover, but 
also to a movement of tho population from the densely crowdod 
and water-logged (Tacts in tho north-east and centre of; tho , 
Distriot to tho newly reclaimed lands along' tho coast and 
tidal rivers in tho Oontai and Tamliik sub-divisions. There is 
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a email loss by migration. Tho railway lias attracted coolios 
and employes, bnt it has also facilitated temporary migration to 
Calcutta and Hooglily. Of every 100 persons, 80 spool: Bengali, 

10 Oriya, 3 Hindi and tlio remainder other languages. Oriya is 
spoken in tho Contai sub-division and also in the western thanas 
of tho head-quarters sub-division. Hindus number 2,4G7,047 or 
88 per cent, of tho population, Muhammadans 184,958 or 7 per 
cent, and Animists 135,050 or. 5 nor cent. Tho Hindus and 
Muhammadans havo increased slightly at the expense of tho 
Animists, who are found only in tho north and wost of tho 
District. 4 . 

Tlio hnlk'of tlio popnlntion is of Drandinn ongin. ThoTlielr 
Kaibarltas nro tho groat race caste, numbering no less " ,,d 
than 883,000,- or nearly a third of tho whole population. Tho 
• Bagdis (142,000), another aboriginal caste, who gavo their nnmo to 
tho anoient Bagri (South Bengal), bto also - strongly represented, 
and so aro tho Sadgops (131,000), a cultivating branch of tho 
Goalas. Tlio Snntals (148,000) aro numerous in tho north-west 
of tlio District. Of tho Aryan en6tcs Brahmans (1 14,000) are more 
numerous than elsowhero in Bengal proper, and tho Kaynslhs with 
tho Karans, tho indigenous writer caslo of Orissa, number 91,000. 

Tho Baishuahs (93,000) liavo considerably inoreased during tho 
last decade, hut tho Tantis or weavers havo lost ground. Of tho 
Muhammadans 121,000 aro Shaikhs and 22,000 aro PathrmB. 
Agriculluro supports 77 per cont. of tlio population, industry 
10 per cont. and tho professions 3 por cent. ; the lomainder 
follow other occupations. Tho population is moro distinc- 
tively agricultural than in any other part of Wost or Central 
Bengal. 

Tho Christian population is increasing, and iu 1901 numborod Christian 
1,974, of whom 1,545 wero natives. Tho American Freo Baptist Mtaiioni. 
Mission works among both tho Bengalis and tho Sontnls ; 
llicro is a small Homan Catholic mission to tho Santals, and 
Church of England missions aro established at Midnaporo and 
Kharakpur. 

Tho now alluvium in tho oust and south produces abundant Gcntrul 
rico crops. In tbo west and north rico is grown in tlio depressions n B r, | nl - 
between successive ridges by terracing tho slopes, nnd maizo, ditoM 
millets, oilseeds nnd pulses aro grown on tho up-lands, hut tlio ami jiriu. 
crests of tho ridges nro very infertile, Along tlio son- board and 
on tho banks of tidal rivers and .crooks, dykes nro necessary to 
keep out tbo salt water, and- similar embankments nro erected 
to protect (ho low londs in the interior from inundation by 
floods. Tho non -I vial rivers aro dammed for irrigation pnrpdfccs 
so that tho alluvial tract is covored by a network of embankments 
nnd cross-danjR, which seriously impodo tho drninngo, and- in 
yoais of heavy rainfall largo areas nro water-logged. Tho chief 
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Agricultural statistics for 1903-04 arc reproduced- below in square 
miles ; — 


Sra-MVinos. 

Total. 

Cultivated. 

Cultnrable 

waste. 

Irrigated. 

Midnaporc ... 

8,271 

1,876 

243 

130 

Ghatal ••< 

872 

242 

47 

... 

TnmlftV 

CSS 

376 

171 

IS 

Contni ... 

849 

G33 

89 

HI 

Uninhabited river beds 

41 

... 

... 

• H 

Total 

6,m 

3,127 

550 

US 


Tlio unoulturablo aTea extends over no less than 1,509 square 
miles in the rocky western up-lands and on tka sea-shore and in 
the big rivers. 

The staple product iB rice, which oooupios nearly three-fourttm 
of Iho cultivated area. The winter crop ocoupie3 93 per cent, of 
the total area under rice, and is sown in the early part of the 
rainy season and reaped in November, December and January. 
In the most highly cultivated parts the seed is first sown in 
nurseries, hut in the lowlying lands it is sown broadcast. The 
autumn crop is sown broadcast on dry land in the months of 
April, May and June, and reaped in August and September. The 
sprit)" crop is sown broadcast after the rains and is out in 
March and April; it usually requires irrigation. Tho other 
crops are wheat, barley, peas, linseed, mustard, sesamum, flax, 
sugarcane, pin {Piper betel), mulberry, jute, cotton and indigo. 
Tobacoo, turmeric and market gardon produce are grown in small 
.quantities on tho homestead lands. 

Land on which winter rice is grown seldom yieldB a second 
crop, hut wheat, barley, poos and linseed are often grown on 
land from which an early rice crop has boon token ; 3‘6 per cent, 
only of the cultivated area was twice-cropped in 1903-04. On 
somo of the up-lands a crop is only raised once every two or 
throe years ; this is usually sesamum or somo other variety of 
oilseed. The cultivation of indigo, which was grown on high 
lands or tho banks of rivers, has almost ontiroly died out, as the 
price of tho dyo has fallen so low that it no longer pays to manu- 
facture it here. The silk industry has greatly decayed, owing 
largely to dta»'os amongst the worms. 
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■ little space exists for further extension of cultivation in the Improve- 
alluvial tract, but much good land remains to bo brought under menu in 
cultivation in the west, and here the work of reclamation is now in turalprac- 
progress. The outturn in many parts might be muoh increased tico. ‘ 
by substituting transplanted for broadcast rice. Fields are often 
manured with cow-dung and ashes, but the canal-irrigated and 
flooded tracts do not require manure as the silt brought down by 
the water fertilizes tho soil. Government loans aro not popular, 
and during tho 10 years ending in 1904 only about Be. 1,000 a 
year was taken under the Land Improvement Loons Act and 
nothing under tho Agriculturists’ Loans Aot. 

The cattlo are of tho degenerate specios met with in the plains Cuttio, 
of Bengal, and it is to be feared that they are still further deterio- 
rating owing to the encroachment of tillage on tho pasture lands. 
Attempts have been made at the head-quarters station with some 
suocess to improve the breed of cattle by importing oows from 
Bihar and bulls from Hissar. Buffaloes aro common in the 
south and are mostly kept for milk. No less than 43 fairs nre 
held, but they aro generally of a religious or somi-religiouB nature, 
and few cattlo are sold at them. 

, The main source of irrigation is the Midnaporo High Level Irrigation, 
navigable canal, which takes off from an oniout across the Kasai 
river just below the town of Midnaporo, and runs to UlubSria 
on tho Hooghly 16 miles below Calcutta. It was completed in 
1873 at a cost of 80 lakhs and has a navigablo length 
of 53 mflos, including the. portions of tho KSsai, Kupnarayan and 
Damodar rivers into whioh it flows; regular steamer services, 
however, have ceased to ply since tho opening of theBengal-Nagpur 
Railway to Calcutta. It has several distributaries, one of which 
is navigable, and in 1901 it supplied water to 80,000 acres of rioo 
or ono-twentieth of the crop. Irrigation from tanks and embanked 
depressions is conducted in the upland traots, but many of these 
tanks have boon allowed by tho zemindars and talukd&rt to fall 
into decay. In a year of good rainfall tho average yield per acre 
of paddy and straw from irrigated lauds is 22 and 38 maunds, 
compared with 16 and 29 maunds respectively from unirrigated 
lands. 


,No reserved or protected forests exist, but tho western Fomts. 
uplands nre clothed with small sdl ( S/iorea robutta ) , ma/nn i (Busin 
latfoha), tamarind and paid* ( Jiutta frondosa). Tho iungle 
products are lao, wild silk, wax, wood dyo, hark fabrics, rosm, 
'malms, firewood and charcoal. The urn find flower and various 
jungle roots aro used a3 food. 

The Distriot contains no mines, but lalorito and limostono 
are quarried. Tlio former is of tho kind known as rook lntorile 
anti is oloso grained, hard and durnblo ; it is gonornlly met 
with at a depth varying from 2 to 4 feel below tho surface. 
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Magnesian potstones are also found. Alluvial gold occurs. in 
small quantities, and also iron and soapstone. 

Arts nnd Excellent mats aro manufactured at Raghunalbbari, Kasijora 

mamifac- an d Narajol, whonce they are exported to Oaloutta. Pottery is 

tareB ' mado in the neighbourhood of Ghatal for use in the metropolis, 
and brass and copper utensils are manufactured in the town of 
Midnapore for local sole. Bell-metal ware is extensively manu- 
factured in Kkarar and exported to Calcutta and -elsewhere. Tatar 
silk is manufactured in the north, hut the processes aro old- 
fashioned and the manufacturers are poor. Weavers axe to he 
found in Chandrakona and other places, but the industry, is 
being killed by competition with machine-made imported fabrics.. 
Messrs. Louis Pnyen & Go. of Lyons own a silk faotory at Gruruli 
in the Ghatal sub- division. Salt was formerly manufactured by 
Government on an extensive socle along the coast, but the manu- 
facture has now ceased. 

Commerce. Large quantities of rice are sent to Oaloutta. Among the 
other exports are sugar and molasses, jute, linseed, gram, pulses, 
charcoal, brass and bell-metal ware, timber, hides, mats, silk 
and cotton doth, law silk, pottery and vegetables. Theohiof 
imports are ootton goods, coal and coke, korosone od, gunny, 
salt, tobacco, potatoes, enamelled ware, nails, etc. Tho principal' 
trading marts are Midnapore, Ghiitel, Ttfmlilk, Kukrahuti, 
Panskura, Chandrakona, Balighai, Kasiari, Gnrhbota - and 
Nawiidn. Muok trade is also, done at tho faira hold ot lulsi- 
churil, Gopiballabkpur, Mahishadol and Egra. Many parts of- 
tho District enjoy special facilities for trade. Tho tidal rivers 
Hoogkly, Rupnarayan, Haldi and Rasiilpur afford on easy means 
of communication with Oaloutta, and the eanals oarry .much of 
tho rioe exported. - 

Railways. T ho maiu lino of the Bengal-Nagpur Railway from Calcutta 
to Bombay traverses tho District from cast to west, and from 
Kharakpur the East-Coast section brandies to tho south, and 
tho lino through Bilnkurft and the Jkerria coal-fields to tho 
north. Those lines have all boon opened since 1899. 

Ro.id«. . The Orissa Trunk Road from Kola, on tho Rupnarayan, through 
Midnapore to Dantnn on tho frontier of Orissa, and the Pilgrim 
Road, from Midnapore to Rilniganj, are in obargo of the Public 
Works department. They are metalled and, except where they 
cross the Silai and Kasai, fully bridgod, and have an aggregate 
length of 112 miles. Tho District -board maintains (1903-04) 
3G4 miles of metalled and 376 miles of unmetalled roads, and 
thcro are 754 miles of village tracks; Tho principal roads aro 
bridged except where they cross big rivers. • They load from 
Audnnporo to Chiohru on tho Singhbnfim border, from Ghatal to 
oijuu on the Mjinbhiimborder, from PunskurS to Tnruluk, from 
tontai Road railway station io Contni, from Hrakata toGarhbeta, 
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from Midnapore to the Burdwan border, from GarhbetS to 
Chandrakona, and from Taniluk to Contai. Notwithstanding the 
numerous excellent roads muoh of the traffio in the interior is 
carried bypaok-buUooks. 

The Coast Canal runs from Geonkhali at the junction Canal*, 
of the BupnSrayan and Hooghly rivers to the Haldi river, pd 
thence to the Basulpur river and through the canalised Saipai river 
to Contai. About 8 miles above Contai the canal is continued 
into the Baksore District. It is a tidal oanal with locks and is 
, used solely^ for drainage and navigation, but the txafflo has muoh 
decreased since the opening of the railway along the east coast, and 
the regular service of steamers has ceased. The first two reaohes of 
this oanal from Geonkhali to the Basulpur river, oailed the 
Hijili Tidal Canal, were opened in 1873, and the remainder, 
called the- Orissa Coast Canal, in 1885. The Midnapore High 
Level Canal, from opposite Midnapore on the KSsoi river to 
Hainan on the Bupnarayan, was opened in 1873; it is used for 
navigation as well as irrigation. 

Daily steamer services run from Calcutta via Geonkhali to 
, Tamluk and Kola. Country boats ply in the Bay of Bengal, 
and- on the Hooghly and the other tidal rivers of the Distriot; 
f these are made near Contai, are partly decked and will stand a 
' moderate sea. 

The Distriot is not specially liable to famine, but the years Famine. 
1766, 1770, 1792, 1851, 1866 and 1897 were yearn of famine 
or soaroity. Of the first three little is known, but in 1851 it was 
estimated that nearly five-eighths of the rioe harvest was destroyed. 

In 1866 the Distriot was involved ' in the great Orissa famine. 

After a year of exceptional floods a severe and protracted drought 
in 1865 resulted in a loss of half the winter rice crop and the 
distress reaohed its height in August and September 1866. Belief 
was afforded muoh too late and was meagre in the extreme, and 
although no accurate statistics of the mortality ware obtained, it 
was estimated at 50,000 or no less than one-tenth of the total 
population of the affected tract. In 1897 a portion of the Binpur 
than'a, about 100 square miles in area with a population of 
25,000, was affected by soaroity, 

- The Midnapore District is one of the heaviest charges in Bengal. District 
. 6 P 11 ^ 0868 of administration it is divided into 4 sub* «ub-dm- 
divisions, with head-quarters at Mednafore, Ghatal, Tamluk '! r ~ and 
and _ Contai. The staff at Midnapore subordinate to the 1 ' 
Magistrate-Collector, who is also ex-officio Assistant to the 
Superintendent of the Tributary Mahals, Cuttaok, and has the 
powers of a Bevenue Superintendent of Canals in the Howrah 
Distriot, consists of a Joint Magistrate, 7 Deputy Magistrate- 
Collectors, an Assistant Magistrate-Collector and a special Deputy 
Collector for exoise. Baoh of the 3 outlying sub divisions is in 
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charge of a Deputy Magistrate-Collector; at Tomluk he is assisted 
by a sub deputy, nud at Contai there is a second Deputy 
Magistrate-Collector for the management of kh&smhah. The 
Executive Engineer of the KSsai division of the Publio Works 
mnnut department is stationed at Midnapore. 

tiros. Civil. rad civil justice is administered by a District Judge, with 2 
initial Sub-Judges and 4 Munsifs at Midnapore, 4 Munsifs at Contai,' 

3 ' 4 Munsifs at Tnmliik and 1 Munsif each at Ghatal, Danton 

and Goihbetfi. The oriminal courts include those of tho District 
Magistrate, the District and Sessions Judge, the Joint, Assistant,. 
Deputy and sub-deputy magistrates. Midnapore is a heavy 
criminal district and has long Deea notorious for tho number of 
daeoities committed within its borders. These are largely the work 
of Tuntios, a Muhammadan caste, whose traditional occupation is 
the cultivation of the mulberry tree (tunt) for feeding alkwonns. 
This occupation having become unprofitable, many of them have 
taken to criminal courses, and are professional thioves and 
dacoits. 

Com Lund The ourrent land revenue demand in 1903-04 was 2449 
tovontte - lakhs, of which 18'90 lakhs was payable by 2,733 perma- . 
nently settled estates, Bs. 89,000 by 200 temporarily sottied 
estates, and the balanoa by 67 estates held direct by Government. 
The demand is larger than that of any other District in Bengal- 
except Burdw&u, and is equivalent to 36 per cent, of the 
reported gross rental of the Distrust, the inoidenco on each 
cultivated acre being R. 1-2-0. The permanent settlement 
nover extended to the Patfispur pargana, which adjoins Orissa 
and was in the possession of tho Marathfis, along with that 
Province, until 1803. Among the other estates which escaped the 
permanent settlement are JalamutS, Majnamutfi, Knlynnjmr and 
BalarSmpur. The proprietors of Jalamuta and MSjnamuta 
refused to engage for them at the timo of tho permanent settle- 
ment on any but temporary conditions, on oooount of the liability 
of. these estates to inundation. Kalyanpur in the west of the 
District consists of (aujir or oxcess lands, which try an overnight 
were left unsettled in 1793. The BalarSmpur pargana, in the 
neighbourhood of Kharakpur, was purchased by Government in 
1838 at a sale for arrears of revenuo. Pataspur was surveyed 
and sottied for 16 years with effect from 1897. - Tho other 
temporarily sottied estates with an area of nearly 600 square 
miles ate now under resettlement. 

The overage rate per acre for oocupancy ryotB’ lands iir the 
Pnt&spur estates is Bs. 3-4-1, 'but rotes vary greatlyin different 
parts. Land on whioh winter rice is grown usually fetches about 
50 per cent more than that used for early rice, and sugarcane 
tod iB about twice as valuable as tho best rice land. Pa 
addition to the rent a cash premium of from Bs. 30 to Rs. 75 
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an Bore is usually taken at tie eommenoement of a new - lease. 
The following table shows tie collections of land, revenue •and. of 
totsl revenue# under the .principal heads, in thousands of rupees t-h 


' - 1 1 

leao-Bi. 

1890.91. 1900-01. 

1908-04. 

Land revenue ... 

22,45 

24,81 ^ 22,40 

24,13 

Total revenue 

81,01 

. 34,05 87,96 

' 83,75 

, 


Outside the municipalities of Midnapore, Tamltxk, Ghatai., Local and 
ChANDRAUONA, BaMWBAHFTO, KhIRPAI and KhAHAR, local municipal 
affairs are managed by a District board with 4 sub-divisional 
local boards and 5 unions. The inoome of. the Distriot 
board in 1903-04 was Es.* 3,38,000, of which Es. 1,75,000 was 
derived from rates, and the expenditure was Es, 3,47,000, of wbioh 
Bs. 3,1 6,000 was spent on civil works and Es. 99,0 00 on 
education- 

The system of railways and canals has already been described. Public 
Embankments bare been constructed on an extensive scale, some wori£ ®. 
with, a view to protecting tbs coast-line from the invasion of tbe 
sea and preventing an inrush of salt tidal water from the overflow 
of the creeks, and others to prevent the flooding of low lands by 
the overflow from the rivers. In all, no less than 785 miles of em- 
bankments are maintained by the Irrigation department, 643 miles 
at the public expense, and the balance at the cost of the partieB 
benefited. A sea dyke nearly 42 miles in length, extending from 
the western boundary of the Distriot tptheBaBulpur river, proteots 
the coast from inundation by storm-waves ; it was constructed by 
Government in 1864-74 at a cost of 6 lakhs. The right bank of 
the Hooghly from the Easulpur to the Eupn3rayan nver ia pro-r 
teoted by an embankment which is extended along the .west bank of 
the Rupnarayan as far north as Ghltal, Both banks of the tidal 
rivers Haldl andEaBulpur and pf several tidal hh&h-tne also similarly 
embanked. The Efisai river is hemmed in on both banks for a 
distance of 120 miles to prevent its waters from overflowing, .and 
so is the Silai river for a distance of 25 miles; the Kaliaghai river 
is also, embanked, Most of the embankments whioh are now 
maintained at publio expense . were in existence before the country 
came under British administration ; they were originally in charge 
of the zamind&rs, but they were greatly negleofc'ed, and it was 
found, necessary, for Government to undertake their repair in 
order to ensure the punctual collection of the revenue.. Various 
measures have been adopted to improve the drainage in the 
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water-logged areas in the east and south of the Distriot by cutting 
channels, deepening rivers and khak and providing sluices in 
embankments ; hut there is much scope for further work in this 
direction. 

There is a lighthouse at Geonkhfili on the right bank of the 
Hoogbly opposite the northern point of Sugar island. 

Police and The Distriot contains 26 thanas, 10 out-posts and 4 road posts. 

*' In addition to the Distriot Superintendent of Polioe ond his 
Assistant, the force inoludes 7 inspectors, 68 suh-inspeotors, 68 
head-constables, 649 constables and 109 town chmiktdsn ; there 
is also a village police of 494 thjfadars and 6,863 chmifodan. The 
regular foroe is small for this laTge area, as there is only one 
policeman to 8‘6 square miles and to 4,832 persons. Tho 
majority of the village chaukldart are now under Aot 
VI (B.C.) of 1870, hut many of them in the west of the 
Distriot are still remunerated by service lands. The latter 
are the successors of the paiks, or foot-soldiers, who were retained 
by the zemindars of "former times as a defence against the 
incursions of Maiath&s and hill -robbers ; their service lands arehoing 
gradually resumed, and they are being enlisted on regular pay 
under the Bengal Ghaukidari Aot. A Central jail at Midnatore 
has accommodation for 1,340 prisoners and sub-jails in the outlying 
sub-divisions for 48. 

uca on. jy. Qj 6 census of 1901 the proportion of literate persons was 
10-6 per cent. (20*5 males and *7 females), a larger proportion 
than any othor port of Eengal except Calcutta and Howrah 
The total number of pupils shown in tho returns of the Edu- 
cation department increased from 81,000 in 1883 to 107,000 
in 1892-93 and 118,000 in 1900-01. There was a slight 
fall in 1903-04, when 102,000 hoys and 12,000 girls were 
at > sohcol, being respectively 48‘8 and 6'7 per oant. of tho 
ohiidren of sohool-going age ; both proportions oompare favour- 
ably with the ratios for the whole of Bengal. The number 
of educational institutions, puhlio and private, in 1903*04 was 
4,263, inducting an Arts college, 118 secondary schools, 4,077 
primary schools and 66 other epeoial schools. The expenditure on 
education was 4'63 lakhs, of which Es. 35,000 was met from 
Provincial fundB, Es. 94,000 from District funds, Es. 6,000 from 
municipal fnuds and 2’62 lakhs from fees. A training Bchool 
at Binpur for aboriginal, tribes and depressed castes, under the 
management of tho American Baptist Mission, supplies teachers to 
39 attached pathskSlas which are situated in the Jungle MahSlfl. A 
small technical school at Midn afore is aided from Distriot funds, 
and a madron at Putiispur is provided with a hostel from Provin- 
cial revenues. The District also contains 68 Sanskrit (ols, of which 
63 havo adopted tho standards prescribed by the Education 
department, 
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In 1903 the Distriot contained 14 dispensaries, of which 7 Medical, 
had accommodation for 123 in-door patients; the caseB of. 20,000. 
ont-patients and 1,500 in-patients were treated during the 
yeaT, and 4,700 operations were performed. The expenditure 
was Rs. 29,000, of which Rs. 4,000 was met by Government con- 
tributions, Rs. 5,000 from local and Rs. 12,000 from municipal 
funds, and Rs. 7,000 from subscriptions. 

Vaoaination is oompulsory only in municipal areas; elsewhere Vaccina, 
it is very haokward, and in 1903-04 only 68,770 persons ortion. 

26 ’5 per mille of the population were successfully vacoinated. 

[Sir "W. W. Hunter, Statistical Account of Bengal , vol. iii, 

1876; he ports of the Embankment Committee, Calcutta, 1839-40, 
(reprinted in 1901) ; J. Price, Early history of Midnapore , Caloutta, 

1876; Selections from the records of the Government of Bengal 
on the settlement of JalanMa and Majnamuta estates in Midnapore , 
Caloutta, 1882 ; Embankment Committee's report, Calcutta, 1888.] - 

Midnapore Sub-division.— Head-quarters sub-division of 
Midnapore District, Bengal, lying between 21° 46' and 22°57 / N. f 
and 86” 33' and 87° 43' E., with an area of 3,271 square miles. 

The sub-division consists in the north and west of thinly wooded 
and rooky uplands. The olimate is good, but Die latent® soil is 
dry and infertile. Towards the south and east the level dips, and 
a swampy hollow is formed between the elevated country to the 
west and the comparatively high ground along the coast. Its 
population was 1,277,749 in 1901 as oompared with 1,223,248 in 
1891, the density being 391 persons to the square mile, whioh. is 
much less than that of any other of the sub-divisions. It contains 
one town, Midnapore (population 33,140), its head-quarters, and 
3,782 villages. Kharakpur, 8 miles from Midnapore town, is 
an important railway junotion. ' 

Ghatal Sab-division.— Northern sub-division of Midnapore 
District, Bengal, lying between 22° 28' and 22° 52' N., and 87° 28' 
and 87° 53' E., with an area of 372 square ■ miles. The 
sub-division slopes back from the bank of the Riipn&r&yan ; 
the soil is a rioh alluvium, hut much of its area is liable to 
floods, and though excellent orops are obtained, the inhabitants 
suffer greatly from malarial affeotions. Its population was 
324,991 in 1901, as oompared with 327,902 in 1891, the 
density being 874 persons to the square mile. It oontains 5 towns, ’ 
Ghatal (population 14,625), its head quarters, Chandraxona 
(9,309), Khirpai ‘(6,045), Ramjibanpur (10,264) and Khabar 
(9,508), and 1 ,042 villages. v- 

# Tamluk Sub-division- — Eastern sub-division of Midnapore 
Distriot, Bengal, lying -between 21° 54' and 22° 81' N., and 87° 

38' and. 88° 11' E., with an area of 653 square mil es. The 
sub-division is a fertile tract, lying .along the estuary of the 
Hooghly, whioh produces rioh cropB of rice. Its population, was - 
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density boing 893 L^V^contains end town, Tamujk 

crowded part -2*,^? "'u^ntinTtfirs and 1678 villages, of which 
(population 8,085), its bead-qnaiterfl, and l, o . 

sjtssr j yrts&SjESttS 

.603,136 in 1901, as compared with 64M» in lw ^ aoe2 
bernn 710 persons to the square milo. it tMb 

tillages, inobdingOopAi ^ ^ 

ie the most progressive part of the n( ; the decade ending 
population increased by 10'6 per nHotheSwly reclaimed lands, 

in 1901, the population . mtag ^ WgJ* foTmerly 

known os jalpn or fuel-lan& land soi MlledDeca 
supplied the fuel for boiling brine when 
manufaoturod salt, - - 
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population has steadily Aeolinedfrom^) from a 

1901. Early in the 18th century .^Xan, and it has 
Hindu family by B&j& Kirti l®“r y a n Smortant weaving 
einca belonged to the Raj. It ^kandrakona was oon- 

oentre, but the industry bas died income and 

fetituted a mumcipality m 1869. The “ re jj, B . 4400 

ta a-,?-* «*a», fflTL n. -slaw 
S^dSVSSon™™ *“>’ “* * 

Of the same name, in llidnapore Dts 8 The place 

21° 47’ N. and 87° 46’ E. P^ulahon (1901) ^ 40 

has declined since the manufartur e 5 g ] Wjail has 

years cgO. It contains the usual public otnees , 

accommodation for 15 prisoners. , division, Midnapore 

Georikhali.— Village in tbe Tuniuk aWnm i 

Distort-, Bengal, situW in 22° 10 N « and^ 8i U 
right hank of the Hooghly river at the considerable 

• Coast canal. Population (1901) ^ 

trading centre. A steam ferry wosses fromDw There 

in connection with the Eastern Bengal Stft . 
is-a light-house here, known as the Cowcolly hg ^ . 0 f the 
• G-natal Town-Head-quartem of the ^ N . 

name natne, Midnapore District, Bengal, si w jtk the 

and 87° 43' E. on the Silai river near its junction wu 
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EupnBr&yon. Population (1901) 14,5 26. A Dutoh faotory was 
formerly situated here. Ghatsl is an important ' trade centre and 
is conneoted with Calcutta by a daily service of steamers, doth 
mid tasar silk are manufactured. Gh&tal was constituted a muni* 
cipality in 1869. The average income and expenditure for the 
decade ending in' 1901-02 were Es. 7,700 and Be. 7,400 res- 
pectively. In 1903-04 the income was Bs 9,400, mainly from 
a’ tax on persons (or property tax), and the expenditure was 
Bs. 9,300. The town contains the nsual public offioes ; a sub- 
fail has accommodation for 18 prisoners. 

S ili.— Name of an old village in the Midnapore District, 

, situated at the mouth of the Easulpur river. The 
site has long since been washed away. Hijili was formerly the 
centre of an extensive salt manufacture, and the Muhammadans 
had a fort there. A mosque was built by Maenad All Sh&h, 
who held the neighbouring Distriot from 1505 to 1546, and 
whose tomb is atm. visited by pilgrims. In 1687, after the 
skirmish at Hooghly, Job Chamock occupied Hijili on behalf of 
the East India Company and was besieged there for 4 months 
by a strong Mughal force. Eventually the Muhammadans raised 
the siege, whereupon Chamook evacuated the place and 
shortly afterwards laid the foundation of Calcutta. The name of 
Hijili ms also given to a littoral tract of 1,014 square miles 
extending along the right bank of the Hoogbly river from the 
confluence of the Bupnnrfiyan to that of the Suhamarekha, and 
lying between 21° 47' and 21° 63' N. and 87° 53' and 87° 59' E. ; 
it contained among others the two large parganas of Tamluk and 
Mahishadal, and, under Muhammadan rule, constituted a separate 
administration. In 1836 it was induded in the Midnapore 
District, with the exception of a small tract in the south which 
was added to the adjoining Distriot of Balasore. Salt manu- 
facture^ was discontinued about 40 years ago owing to the 
competition of . cheaper Liverpool salt. [For an account of 
the siege of Hijili, see O. E. Wilson, Early Annals of the 
English in Bengal 1895, pp. 103-111], 

., ; James and Mary Sands. — A dangerous shoal in the Hooghly 
nver, Bengal, situated in 22° 14 N. and 88° 5' E. between the 
confluence of the DSmodar and of the Bupnarayan rivers with 
the Hooghly. The sands are 3 miles long and a third of a 
mile in .width. They are so named from the wreck of the ship 
Boyal James and Mary which took place on these sands in 1694. 
The sands occupy the centre of the river, leaving channels 
on either side, known os the*Eastern and Western Gut; .they are 
probably. due to the diminution of the velooity of the.ourrent of 
the main channel, caused by the water of the Bupn&rayan 
entering the Hooghly nearly at right angles. Various schemes 
have been suggested for evading this dangerous shoal, and it has 
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more than once been proposed to dig a Bhort canal at the bad of' 
Hooghly Point so as to avoid the sands, . or to construct ship 
canals from the docks to Diamond Harbour or to Canning on the 
Mafia river. The problem wob examined in 1865, and in 1895 . by 
experts, both of whom suggested the construction of walls to- 
train the channel into the Western Gut. Neither proposal has 
been adopted by the Port Commissioners, who are at present 
considering another scheme to improve tho existing channels 
by dredging. 

Kedgeree ( Khejri ). — Village in the Contai sub-division of 
Midnapore Distriot, Bengal, situated in 21° 52'. N. and 
87® 59' E. on the right bank of the Hooghly river. Population 
(1901) 1,457. This was formerly an important anchorage, 
and close by is an old English burial ground containing 
numerous graves of Europeans who have died on ship hoard 
off the coast. 

Kharakpur.— Village in the head-quarters sub-division, of 
Midnnpore District, Bengal, situated in 22° 20' N. and 87° 21' E. 
Population (1901) 3,526. It is an important junction on the- 
Bengal-Nagpur Railway, from which the East Coast section 
runs south to Madras, while the main line connects Caloutta 
with Bombay, and a branoh runs north to B&nkurS. -and 
Jherria. Kharakpur is b mileB from Midnapore tow n. with 
whioh it is connected by road. In the village iB the shrine of 
Pir Lohani, which is venerated by Hindus bb well as by Muham- 
madans. i 

Kharar.— Town in the Ghatal Bub-division, Midnapore 
DiBtriot, Bengal, situated in 22° 40' N. and 87° 44' E. Population 
(1901) 9,508. Brass and bell-metal wares are extensively manu- 
factured. Kharar wrs constituted a municipality in _ 1888. 
The average income and expenditure for the deonde ending in 
1901-02 were Rs. 3,500 and Its. 3,600 respectively. In 1903-04 
the income was Rs. 4,800, derived, maMy from a tax on persons 
(or property tax), and the expenditure was Rs. 4,100. 

Khirpai.— Town, in the GhStal sub-division, Midnapore 
Distriot, Bengal, situated in 22® 43' N. and 87° 37' E. The 
population was 5,045 in 1901, compared with 8,046 in 1872. The 
deorease is due to the ravages of the BurdwSn fever. Khirpai was 
constituted a municipality in 1876. The average income and 
expenditure for the decade ending in 1901-02 were Bb. 2,300 
each. In 1903-04 the income was Rs. 4,100, mainly derived from 
a tax on persons (or property tax), and the expenditure was 
Rs. 3,450. 

Midnapore Town (Jlfedimpur),— Head-quarters of Midna- 
poro District, Bengal, situated, in 22° 26' N. and 87° 19' E. 
on the north bank of the Kfisai river. Population (1901) 38,140, 
of whom Hindus numbered 26,094, MusalmSns 6,575 and.' 
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Christians 398. The town was formally declared the head- 
quarters of the District in 1783, hut a factory and fort had been 
built there more than 20 yenrs previously, Midnapore haB no 
great industry or trade, though brass ware, rice and timbor are 
exported on a small scale; the town shows little tcndenoy to prow. 
It has been recently connected with the Bongal-NSgpur Railway 
system by a branch line to Kharakpur. Midnapore was constituted 
a municipality in 1865. The average income for the decado 
ending in 1.P01-02 wasRs. 60,000 and the expenditure Rs. 68,000. 
In 1903-04 the total income was Rs. 64,000, of which Rs. 18,000 
was derived from a tax on houses and lands, Rs. 14,000 from a 
conservanoy rate, Rs. 12,000 as fees from educational institutions, 
and Rs. 6,000' from a tax on vehicles. The incidence of taxation 
waB R. 1-2*3 per head of the population. In the same year the 
expenditure of Rb. 63,600 inoluded 'Rs. 2,000 spent on lighting, 
and the same amount on drainage, Rs. 16,000 on conservanoy, 
Rs. 11,000 on medical relief, Rs. 4,000 on roads, and Rjs. 20,000 
on education. The town contains tho usual publio buildings, and 
also- a church and a central jail. Tho jail has accommodation for 
1,340 prisoners, who are employed on oloth weaving, cane and 
basket work, mat-making, carpentry and the manufacture of 
mustard oil. The American Baptist Mission maintains a training 
Eohool and printing press. The educational institutions indiudo 
an Arts college and a small technical school. 

Ramjibanpur. — Town in the Ghfital sub-division, Midnapore 
District, Bengal, situated in 22° 60' N. and 87° 37' E. Popula- 
tion (1901) 10,264. Bell-metol ware is manufactured, hut the 
weaving industry whioh formerly flourished has been killed by 
tho importation of European piece-goods. Ramjibanpur was 
constituted a municipality in 1876. The average income and 
expenditure for the decade ending in 1901-02 wore Rs.' 2,800 
and 2,700 respectively. In 1903-04 tho income was Rs. 3,630, 
two-thirds of whioh was derived from a tax on porsonB, and tho 
expenditure was Rs 3,600. 

Tamluk Town. — Head-quarters of the sub-division of tho 
Bame name, Midnapore District, Bengal, situated in 22° 18' N. and 
87° 66' E. The population in 1001- was 8,086., compared with only 
6,849 in 1872.. Tamluk or TSmrolipta, as it is called in Sanskrit, was 
the capital of an anoient kingdom known as Tfimralipta or Suhmfi. 
The .earliest kings belonged to the Poacook dynasty and were 
Rajputs by caste, hut on the death of Nisanka N&r&yan of this line, 
the throne was usurped by K&lu Bhuiyi, tho founder of the exist- 
ing line of Kaibartta rulers. . In anoient tinios Tamliik was a 
famous city and figures as a kingdom’of groat antiquity in tho 
sacred writings of the, Hindus. It first omergos in authentic 
history as a port, being the place whonoo the Ohiheso pilgrim 
Fa Hian took ship' to Ooylon in tho • early part of tho- fifth 
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century. Another celebrated pilgrim from China, Hiuen Tstahg, 
speaks of Tamluk in the seventh century as still an' important 
harbour, with 10 Buddhist monasteries, 1,000 monks and a pillar, 
erected by king Asoka, 200 feet high. Even after the overthrow 
of Buddhism by Hinduism, many wealthy merchants and' 
shipowners resided here and carried on an extensivo over-sea 
trade, Indigo, silk, and oopper (tdmra), the last of whioh gave 
its name to the plaoe, form the traditional articles of export from 
anoient Tamluk. Hinen Tsiang found the city washed by the 
ocean ; the earliest Hindu tradition plaoes the sea 8 miles off, 
and it is now fully 60 miles distant. The process of land- 
making at the mouth of the Hooghly has gone on slowly but 
steadily, and has left Tamluk an inland village on the banks of 
• the RupnarSyan river. Under the rale of the anoient Peacock 
dynasty, tho royal palace and grounds are said to have covered 
an area of 8 square miles fortified hy strong walls and deep 
ditohes. No trace of the ancient, palace is now discernible, 
except some ruins to the west of the palace of the present Kai- 
bartta R&ja, whioh is built on the side of the river, surrounded by 
ditohes, and covers the more moderate area of about 30 acres. The 
old city lies under the river silt; even the great temple is now 
partly under ground, and the remains of masonry wells and 
houses are met with at 18 to 21 feet below the surface. A con- 
siderable number of old silver and copper coins bearing Buddhist 
symbols hove recently been discovered in the midst of debris from 
the crumbling hanks of the Riipnarayan. The principal object 
of interest at Tamluk is a temple Bacred to the goddess Bnrg& 
Bhima, or Kfili, situated on the hank of the Bupnaraynn. The 
skill and ingenuity displayed in the construction of this templo 
still command admiration. The shrine is surrounded by acurious 
threefold wall which rises to a height of 60 feet, its width 
.at the base being 9 feet. Tho whole is covered with a domo- 
ehapod roof. Stones of enormous size were used in its con- 
struction. On the top of the temple, although dedicated to 
the wife of Siva, is the sacred disc ( chakra ) of Yisbnu, 
surmounted hy the form of a peacock. The idol is formed from a 
angle block of stone with the hands and feet attached to it. The 
goddess is represented standing on tbe body of Siva and has 
ionr hands. Outside the temple, but within ite enclosure, iB a 
foli-Mamba-fae, supposed to hove the virtue of redeeming wives 
from barrenness. _ Numbers of women flock hither to pray for 
offspring, suspending pieces of brick to the tree by ropes made of 
their own hair. There ■ is. also a Baishnava temple at Tamluk 
winch, in shape and construction, resembles that of Bargfi 
Bhima. 

Tamluk is still a plaoe of considerable importance as the centre 
of the boat traffic on the Riipnlrayan. It was constituted - o 
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municipality in 18G4. Tho averago tneomo for tho decade ending 
in 1001-02 was Rf. 7,900, and tho expenditure Rs. -7,200. In 
1903-04 tho inoomo was Rs. 9,000, of which Ra. 3,000 
was derived from a tax on pot-sona (or property tnx), und tho 
expenditure was Its. 8,000. Tho foam contains tho usual publio 
ofners ; the sub-jail hits accommodation for 10 prisoners. 

[Sir W. W. Hunter, Oriua vol. i, 1872, and SMititcal 
Aeccitnl of Bengal vol. iii, 1870.] 

Hooghly District (IloghX—A. District forming tho south- Bound, 
eastern portion of \tho BurawAn Division, Bengal, and lying * rio J* 
between 22° 3<T and 23° 14' N., and 87° 30\ond 88° 30' E. 
Excluding the separate District of Howrah, which for rovenuo un and 
- purposes still forms part of Hooghly, it has an area of 1,191 riwr 
square miles. It is bounded on tho north by tho District of •T" 1 * 1 ’”* 
Bnrdwfo; on tho cast by tho Hooghly river ; on tho south by 
the District of Howrah; and on tho west by tho Districts of 
Midnnporo, Bilnknrfi and BurdwAn. 

Tho high bank of tho Hooghly w densely populated and lined 
by gardens and orchards, interspersed with villages, temples and 
factories, hut between it and the hank of tho DSmodar oxtonds 
a swampy water-logged tract, which gradually rises towards tho 
north-west. Tho principal rivers are tho HooanLY,lho Damodau 
and tho Ropnakavas, Tho Hooghly nowhoro crosses tho boun- 
dary, and tho RfipnBrRyan (hero called tho DwArkeawnr) only 
flow* for a fow miles across ito western anglo. Tho DRmodnr, 
which formerly entered tho Hooghly about 39 miles above 
Calcutta, now flows almost duo south across Hooghly nnd Howrah 
Districts joining tho Hooghly oppoFtto FaltA. # Tho result in a 
partial obstruction to tho current of the latter river, and a conse- 
quent deposit of silt which forms tho dangerous Jambs and 
Maky Sands. As in tho other deltnio District* the silt carried 
by the rivers in deposited in tho river hods and on their 
hanks, which nro thus gradually raised nbovo tho level of tho sur- 
rounding country. Exfensivo swamps lmvo in thin wny been 
formed between tho Ilooghly and tho Dfimodnr and between tho 
latter river and tho RupnfirSynn ; tho most important arc tho 
Dunkuni, Sflnti, EhnnyRn and Dalki marshes. 

Tho surface in covered by recent alluvial deposits consisting of Orolopy, 
Bandy clay and sand along the course of tho river*, and flno sill 
consolidating into clay in the flatter parts of the river plain. 

The greater part, of the District i‘r flat, with tho usual nqimtio BoUny. 
and marsh weeds of tho Bengal rieo plain, such tvt Jli/dtilla, Vallit- 
neria, Apottogffon, Ulricnlaria , Can vita, Tlio GoghAt tlitlna, 
though very little higher, in Mill sufficiently dry to lmvo many 
of the species characteristic of the western Districts, such os 
liroltnlu’ ahluoidfK, Tragttn raettnotu *, Slip* adretmtionis, IVettd- 
landia txuria and Omrlinn arbma. In tho neighbourhood of 
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Tillages and towns shrubberies of semi-spontaneous growth and 
more or less useful speoies are to be found.- The pipal ( Fim 
rcligiosn) and the banyan {Ficus indica), with other speoies of 
figs, moke up along with bamboos, plantains {Musa snpkntm ), 
jack ( Artoearpus intcgrifolia), red ootton tree (Bombaxmlabarmm), 
mango (Mangifcra), Moringa, and Odina icodier, the arborescent 
part of these thickets, in which are often present the dote palm 
(P/imix sglmtris) and toddy palm (Bornsus JlaMlifomis). The 
District contains no forests. 

Fwma. Timers are extremely rare, but leopards are found in the north, 
and wild hogs abound in the Hooghly and Pandua thanas; 
where they do much damage to the crops. 

Climate The climate is damp and moist, out the rainfall is seldom 

and tom- exoessivo, the normal fall being 57 inohes, of whioh 97 inohes 

prntnro. f a ]| June, 12 in July, 12'5 In August and 8 - l in September. 
The Damodah is peculiarly liable to sudden freshets, and floods 
were formerly common, espeoially in the south. In September 
1823 the river Hooghly rose to an unprecedented height, and 
in May 1833 a very Bevere storm-wave and floods devastated 
Mandalghat and the southern parganas. In August 1844 the 
Damodar hurst its hanks and turned the whole country between 
Bfili Diwangnnj and DhaniakbSli into one vast soa of water, 
and in September 1846 Mandalghat and the south of the 
Distriot were similarly inundated. Thanks to numerous embank- 
ments floods are now of comparatively rare occurrence ; but in 
the south tho country is still liable to inundation, espeoially on the 
right side of the Dfimodar, over whioh the floods are allowed 
to spill in order to save the embankments on the left of its 
course. 

Bittory, In the pre-Husalman period Hooghly formed part of tho Rarli 

and Suhm& divisions of Bengal, but the historical interest of the 
District dates from more recent times, The memories of many 
nations cluster round its principal towns, and many a village on the 
bank of tho Hooghly is associated with some historical event. 
Satgaon, now a petty village, was the traditional' mercantile 
capital of Bengal in the days of Hindu role, and in the eariy period 
of the Muhammadan supremacy was the Eeat of the governor of 
Lower Bengal. In the 16th century the ohannel of the Saraswat! 
river, on which Satgaon was situated, began to silt up, and the • 
principal stream of the Ganges gradually deserted this bed for 
tho Hooghly, at that time a comparatively small river; Satgaon 
became inaccessible to large vessels, and in 1537 tbe Portuguese . 
settled at Hoocni.v. -In 1G32 the place was captured by the 
Muhammadans, alteT a 3$ months’ 5 siege, and tho seat of. the 
royal port of Bengal was removed thither from Satgaon with all the 
records and offices. The English factory at Hoogbly dates from 
1661, and it was hero that tho English first came into collision 
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-Tvitlx the Muhammadan government in Bengal, with, the result 
that Hoogpv wa3 abandoned for Calcutta in 1690. The Dutoh 
established"^ jmselve3 at Chinsura in the early part of the 17th 
century and held it until it was ceded to Great Britain in 1825. 

The settlement of Serampotie was founded by thB Danes in 1616, 
and acquired by the English by purchase in 1845. Oiiandeuna- 
gore became a Frenon Settlement in 1673, and, though twice 
taken by the English, is still a French possession. 

In 1709 Burdwan (whioh then inoluded the present Hooghly 
District)) Midnapore and Chittagong were assigned to the East 
India Company by Mir K&sim for the support of troops to be 
kept up by the Company ; and in 1765 the Mughal emperor 
invested tho Company with the ducani of liongal. Hooghly was 
separated from Burdwan as a separate magisterial oharge in 1795, 
and in 1819 it was constituted a separate revenue jurisdiction. - 
Many changes have taken place in the area of Hooghly from time 
to time, owing to transfers to and from neighbouring Districts, 
tho most important being the erection of Howrah into a separate 
magisterial charge in 1843. 

The population of the District fell from 1,119,631 in 1872 to Tho 
974,992 in 1881, but rose again to 1,034,296 in 1891 and to people. 
1,049,282 in 1901. The surface is hut little ahovo sea-level and 
the drainage is deteriorating owing, to the silting up of old 
streams and water-courses. The soil is wator-logged, and tho 
District is consequently very unhealthy. About 20 years a»o 
it suffered severely from the malignant Burdwan fever, and, 
though this has disappeared, fovors of a virulent typo are still 
prevalent. Cholera has been bad in many years, and dysentery 
also claims its victims. The hirth-rato is, outside Caloutta, tho 
lowest in Bengal, and the increase in tho population during the 
last decade is duo to immigration. ' ° 

The table below gives for oaoh sub-division particulars of 
population in 1601 : — 


Sdb-divjsiob. 

Arm In 
tqosre 
miles. 

Nunns it- 

IS 

1’opu. 

lotion 

per 

square 

mils. 

Percentage 
ol r firm! ton 
In population 
between 3501 
and 1901, 

Number ol 
penon* able 
to read and 
write. 



Hooghly ... 

443 

8 

918 

803,719 

093 

-0.3' 

80,088 

Sorotnporo 

813 

I 

783 

413,178 

1,839 

+8-3 

40,020 

Ar&tnbjgh 

408 

3 

CSS 

827,833 

800 

+0*8 

51,321 

Tctae ... 

t,m 

8 

9. sri 

J, 039,959' 

831 

+7*4 

111, MO 
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high bank of the Hooghly, it 'is highest in the south and 
decreases towards the north and west, whore alone it falls bolow 
the rate of 800 persons to the square mile. The only part of 
the Distriot whion showed any marked odvanoe in the deoado 
ending in 1901 was Serampore thana, where the inorease 
exceeded 17 per cent., the actual addition to its population bang; 
about the same as that for the Distriot as a whole. Of the 
towns Hooghly itself, including Uhinsura, the head- quarters of 
the District, is decadent, hut Serampore, the great industrial 
centre, and Bhadreswar aro growing rapidly j the other chief 
townB are Utiarpara, Baidyabati and Baksbaria, all lying 
along the Hooghly, and , Arambagh, the head-quarters or 
the sub-division of the same name. There is a largo immigra- 
tion from the neighbouring Districts especially from B&nkura, 
and the mills attract numerous labourers from Bihar, the 
United Provinces, Chota Nagpur and Cuttaok. OriyaB are emr 
ployed as domentio servants mipalki hearers, while labourers 
from Chotd Nagpur and Cuttaok work in the briok fields and 
elsewhere during the dry season. On the other hand a largo 
number of natives of the Distriot find employment in Calcutta 
as petty shop-keepers and olerks. The vemaoular spoken ib the 
dialect known as Central Bengali. Hindus number 861,116 
or 82 per cent, of the population and Musa'mans 184,577 
or 17*6 per cent., while of the remainder 2,766 are AnimiBts and 
,759 Christians. The Muhammadans, who are ohiefly Shaikhs, 
are found chiefly in the head-quarters sub-division, where 
Hooghly and Pandua have long been centres of Muhammadan 
influence. 

The most numerous Hindu castes are those of the semi-abori- 
ginal Bagdis (189,000), Knibarttas, tho great race-caste of 
Midnapore (157,000), Brahmans (73,000) and Sndgops, formerly 
the dominant casta of Gopbbiicn (50,000)1 Of the population 54 
per cent, are supported by agriculture, an unusually small pro- 
portion for Bengal, 20 per cent by industries, 2*5 por cent, by 
commerce, and 3’8 per cent by the professions. 

A Portuguese mission at BSndel maintains a school attended by 
about 75 boys. Tho United Free Churob Rural Mission possesses 
2 mission schools and a zanton mission house in addition to 4 out* 


etations. A sohool, formerly a college, founded in 1812 by. the 
famous missionaries, Marshman, Ward and Carey, and a training 
school for native pastors of tho Baptist Church aro conducted 
by the mission at Sorompore. - 

General Tho alluvial soil is extremely fertile and produces good rice 
afeondi-^ CT ops. A strip 10 miles broad along tho west hank of the 
Hon? and Dfimodar receives the spill waters of that river, and but little 
principal jj 0 a can be grown on it, but it produces ■ magnificent cold 
if®! 15 * weather crops of mustard and pulaos, and also fine migarcano. 
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The salient agricultural statistics for 1903-04 are reproduced 
, Mow in square miles 



Rioe is the principal crop ; large quantities of the fine 
InnriH axe grown for the Calcutta market, while ooarso rioe 
is imported for looal consumption. The winter harvest is the 
-most important crop. Sugarcane, jute and hotel-leaf ( Piper betel) 
are extensiv ely grown, and the District is noted for its market 
gardens; potatoes, yams, cauliflowers, cabbages and brinjals 
(Solatium melongena) are grown in great quantities, especially in 
the Serampore sub-division, for sale in Oaloutta. 

During the lost 30 years a series of drainage projeots improro- 
have.been carried out to drain the numerous morehes; and m<m*» in 
the result has been to convert many square miles of marshy ' 
country into fertile plough land. Little advantage has been practice, 
taken of the Land Improvement and Agriculturists’ LoanB 
Aots, the average sums advanced annually daring the decade 
ending in 1901-02 being only Rs. 2,600. 

Pasturage is defioient, and the local cattle are poor and ill- 
fed. They graze on the stubble and, while the crops are on the 
ground, are stall fed with rioe straw. Sheep are fattened for ’ 
the Calcntta.market, especially in Pandua thana. 

The ordinary crops ore irrigated only in seasons of drought, Irrigation; 
but potatoes, sugar-cane and betel require plentiful irrigation, 
the water being lifted from the nearest rivor, khSl or tank. 

Some irrigation takes place from the Eden and Midnapouk 
Oanals. ... 

•A valuable description of- fine Band used for mortar is dug up Minerals. 

- from the hid bed of the Saraswati rivor at Mngra, and limestono 
is quarried in traote bordering on the Midnaporo District. . , 

In the early days of tho East India Company silk and Art * Bni1 
cotton fabrics to the annual value of about 10 inUta were . m ' ,nufBC ' 
woven, and though those industries havo deolinod, they are still rc *’ 
important, and superior cotton fabrics fetch high -prices. Silk and 
tarn fahrios are manufactured in the Ar&mbfigh sub-division, and 
silk handkerchiefs in Serampore town. The chief centres of the 
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cotton weaving industry are at Serampore, Haripal and Khany&n, 
the weavers in Serampore and its neighbourhood using on 
improved hand loom with a fly Bhuttle. _ Silk and cotton dotliB 
aro dyed by the weaving classes, and in Serampore town silks 
are dyed and colour-printed. Some ehikan work (embroidery) Jb 
done in Dhaniakhali tliana. Gunny doth is manufactured at 
Balughat, and jute and hemp rope at Ohatra, Sanknrpur, Naba- 
gi-fim and TOialsini. Castor and mustard oils are largely manu- 
factured. Brass and bell-metal utensils ore made in several places, 
especially in tho neighbourhood of Bansbaria and Kamarpara. 
A. colony of carpenters near Chandemagore works for the Calcutta 
shops, and in Goghat tliana ebony wood work is manufactured, tho 
articles finding a ready sale in Calcutta and tho neighbouring 
Districts. Baskets aro made at Mayapur, Bandipur and Wagra, 
and good mats aro woven at Serampore, Bandipur, Akri andBorai. 
Common pottery-ware is made at Bhadreswar and Sukinda, 
and large quantities of bricks, tiles and stirki ore manufactured, 
chiefly in the Serampore sub-division. A cotton mill at Serampore 
employs 800 hands, while 23,000 earn a livelihood in the jute 
•mills at Sorampore, Bishra, Cbampdani, Teliniparn, and Ghander- 
nagore. The Victoria Chomical Works at Konnagar produced 
in 1903-04 an outturn of 900 tons of chemicals. 

The chief exports are fine rice, paddy, pulses, silk, indigo, 
jute and hemp rope, cotton cloth, gunny bags, brioks, tiles and 
vegetables ; and the imports, common rice, English piece-goods, 
twist and yarn, salt, Brno from Burdwan and Sylhet, tobacco, 
coal, kerosene oil, gkt, spices and timber. The principal marts 
are Seoraphull, Magra, Bhadreswar and Bali Diwanganj, at nil 
of which agricultural produce is collected for despatch, chiefly to 
Calcutta. The hnnd-loom cotton fabrics arc sold at Salkbia,/w( 
in Howrah District. Most of the important trade centres have 
the advantage of excellent means of transport by- rail, river, 
canal and road. Pnok bullocks are largely used in ArambSgh. 

Tho cast of the District is well provided with railways. The 
East Indian Bailway (broad gauge) runs through it for a distance 
of about 41 miles, and has lb stations within the Distriot, The 
Tirakcswar branch of this railway, 22 milos in length, accom- 
modates tho pilgrim traffic to the famous temple of XarakeBwar. 
The Nnibfiti branch leading to the Jubilee Bridge over the 
Hooghly establishes communication with theEostorn Bengal 
Stato Bailway. The Bengal Provincial Light Eailway (2 feet 
gauge) leaves the East Indian Bailway at Magra and joins tho 
Tfirakeswar branch at Tarakeswar; recently this line has been 
extended to Tribonl. Tho Howrah-Sheakhala Steam Tramway 
(2 feet gauge) lies partly, and an extension of the Howrah- 
Amta Light Bailway (2 feet gauge) from Jagal b^llabhpur to 
Champ&dinga almost wholly, within the District. Ol bar linos 
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have teen projected, including the HoogTily-Katwa extension and 
the Buidwan-Howrah chord line of the East Indian Railway, and 
the Bishnupur-Howrah oh-jrd line of the Bengal-Nagpur Railway. 

The Grand Trunk Road from Calcutta orosses the Hooghly at Road. 
Palta and traverses the District for 37 miles, being joined at Ghireti 
by a branch from Salkhia through Serampore ; it is maintained by 
the District board, the expenditure being met from Provincial 
funds. There are in addition 506 miles of Distriot roads, of 
which 78 are metalled, and 844 miles of village roads. The old 
Benares road was formerly a military road, hut it is now in a 
neglected, condition, being annually .flooded by the water of the 
Damodar. The road from TribenI to Guptipara formed the old 
through-route from Caloutta to Nahaiwip, Murshidabad, Llangpur, 
and Darjeeling. Other ^oads oonneot Chinsura with Dhanikhali 
and Ehanpur, Hooghly with Majn&n, MagrS with EMnpur, 

Pandun withKalna, Bainohi with DasghnrS, Uhandemagore with 
Bhola, Baidyabatl with Tarakeswar, Nabagram with Chaspar, 
Arambugli with Tetulmari, Uohalan with Midnapore and Mftyapur 
with Jagatpur, ei<i Kbanakul. The roadB in the Arambagh sub- 
division are mostly only fair-weather trades and are barely pass- 
able by bullock carts in the rains, 

A daily service of steamers plies on the Hooghly between Water 
Calcutta and Enina in BurdwSn Distriot and calls at several commnnU 
places in the Hooghly District for passengers and cargo. cotion». 

The District is praotioally immune from famine, but in 1866 Fumino. 
some relief measures were necessary, and in 1874 there was slight 
distre?s in the northern thanas. 

Por administrative purposes the Distriot is divided into 3 D1 ‘ t ^ ct . 
sub-divisions with head-quarters at Chinsura, Seiiamtohe and 
Arambagh. The Magistrale-Collootor is also Oolleotor of «taff. 
Howrah, which is subordinate to Hooghly for revenue purposes. 

Ho is assisted at head-quartors by a staff of a Joint Magistrate 
and 6 Deputy Magistrate-Collectors, The Seramporo sub-division 
iB in charge of a Joint Magistrate ussistedby a Deputy Magistrate- 
Collector and a sub-deputy collector. The sub- divisional oificor of 
Arambagh is a Deputy Magistrate-Collector, and he has a sub- 
deputy oolleotor subordinate to' him. Chinsura is the hoad- 

2 uarters of the Commissioner of the Burdwan Division and the 
livil Surgeon ; a second Civil Surgeon is stationed at Serampore. 

The Distriot and Sessions Judge is also Judge of Howrah ; civil and 
subordinate to him for civil work are 2 Sub-Judges, a Small criminal 
Cause Court Judge and 8 Munsifs, of whom 2 sit at Hooghly, i nstie0 - 
3 at Serampore and 3 at ArBmbagh. Tho Additional Distriot 
and Sessions Judge of tho 24-Parganas is also Additional Distriot 
and Sessions Judge of Hooghly. Tho criminal oourts include 
those of the Sessions and Additional Sessions Judges, tho Distriot 
Magistrate, and the above-mentioned stipendiary magistrates. 
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With the exception of dacoity, the District is comparatively 
free from serious crime. The French settlement of Ckander- 
nagore used to he a centre for the smuggling of opium and 
spirits, hut this illicit trade has now been cheoked. 

Land The current land revenue demand, including that for Howrah, 
rovenuo. amounted in 1903-04 to 1 3‘64 lakhs payable by 4,229 estates. Tko 
greater portion of the District iB permanently settled, and the total 
demand from other classes of estates is only Its. 60,0(10. Owing to 
the careful assessment at the time of the permanent, settlement, tho 
incidence of land revenue (whioh amounts to Rs. 3-0-8 por culti- 
vated acre) is higher than in any other Distriotiu Bengal, 
except Burdwan, of which HoogLly at that time formed part. 
As in that District, patm and dat'palnl tenures are common. 
Rents ore high and have risen of late years. First olass paddy 
land, which was formerly rented for Rs. 1-1-4 an acre, now pays from 
Rs. 15-12 to Rs. 27, and the rent of inferior paddy land has risen 
from between Rs. 5-10 and Rs. 6-12' to between Rs. 7-14 end 
Rs. 10-2 an acre. Mulberry and tobaeoo lands are rented at from, 
Rs. 18 to Rs. 45 an acre, and sugarcane laud at from Re. 18 to 
Rs. 36. 

The following table shows the collections of laud revenue and of 
total revenue, under the principal heads, in thousands of rupees 




1880-81. 

1890-91. 

1900-01. 

1903-0-1 

Laud revenue ... 

• •• 

18,87* 

14,29* 

13,30* 

13,83* 

Total revenue 

*•« 

21,90 

25,99 

'23,78 

24 , 28 


* Includes Howrah. 

rScim! Ossicle tho 8 municipalities of Hooghly (with Ciunsuiu), 
govern* Seraotore, UrrARrAiu, Baidyaiuti, Bhaureswar, Koirano, 
ment. Bansbarta and Arambagh, local affairs are managed by a District 
board with subordinate local boards in each sub-di vision, besides 5 
union committees. In 1903-04 the total income was Rs. 1,48,000, 
of wbioh Rs. 79,000 was derived from Provincial rates; the 
expenditure amounted to Rs. 1,68,000, of which Rs. 98,000 
was spent- on oivil publio works. The Howrah-Sbeakb&la Light 
Railway was constructed in 18^7 nnder tho auspices of the 
District board, which guarantees 4 per cent, on the capital and 
receives half the net profits above that sum. ITnder tbis agree- 
ment the District board paid Rs. 6,243 and Rs. 3,471 in 1890-97 
and 1898-99 respectively j since that time the financial position 
has improved, and though, the board has bad sometimes to pay 
smaller sums, it has also occasionally received n share of tho 
profits.,^ 
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Embankments Have been constructed along portions of the Public 
Dwarkeswar, Sankra, Eupnarayari, Damodar, liana Damodar, works. 
Sana Nad! and Saraswati rivers. The Dankuni marsh was 
drained in 1873, and 20 square miles of almost valueless and very 
malarious country were thereby converted into fertile arable 
land. A small portion of the District is irrigated from the Eden 
Canal. The Hooghly is spanned at Naihali by a large cantilever 
bridge which was opened in 1887 (see Hooghly river). 

The District oontoins 13 police stations and 23 out-posts. The Police 
force subordinate to the District Superintendent of Police in 1903 an ' 1 i aUs - 
co nsis ted of 3 inspeo'ors, 42 sub-inspeotors, 67 head-constables 
and 699 constables. Cbinsura is the head-quarters of a company 
of military police 100 strong, whioh is utilized, when necessary, 
to main tain order among the ooolies working in the numerous 
•mills on both sides of the Hooghly. There is one polioeman 
to every 2‘1 miles of area and to every 1,883 persons. A rural 
police foroe consists of 276 dnffutlars and 2,804 chaukidars. The 
Distriot jail at Hooghly can hold 437 prisoners, and Bub- 
jails at Serampore and Arambagh have a total accommodation 
for 43. 

In 1901 the proportion of literate persons was 10*6 per cent. Education. 
(197 males and 1*4 females). The proportion of literate females 
is higher than in any other part of Bengal except Caloutta. The 
total number of pupils under instruction was 53,956 in 1892-93 
and 43,911 in 1900-01, while 43,667 hoys and 3,549 girls were at 
sohool in 1903-04, being respectively 55-2 and 4 5 per cent, of the 
ohildren of school-going age. The number of educational insti- 
tutions, public and private, in the latter year was 1,469, including 
two Arts colleges, '97 secondary schools, 1,224 primary sohools 
and 145 other special sohools. The expenditure on education 
was 345 lakhs, of whioh Rs. 60,000 was met from Provincial 
funds, Rs. 42,000 from Distriot funds, Rs. 5,000 from municipal 
funds and 1*81 lakhs from fees. The principal educational 
institutions are in Hooghly town, but one of the ArtB colleges 
is at TJttarpara, where there is also a large public Ebrary 
given by Babu Jay Krishna Mukharjl, the founder of -.the 
college. Public libraries are also maintained- at Hooghly and 
Serampore. . • 

In 1903 the District contained 13 dispensaries^ of whioh 6 Medical. * 
had accommodation for 131 in-door 'patients; the cases of 
71,000 out-patients and 2,111 in-patients were treated, and 5,308 
operations were performed. The expenditure was its. 32,000, , 
of whioh -Rs 4,000 was met by Government contributions, 

Rs'. 16,000 from looal and Rs 7,000 from municipal funds, and 
Es. 4,000 from subscriptions. Besides these,' there were in 1903 
one police hospital and one railway hospital at Hooghly, and 16 
private hospitals in the District. .. 
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Vaccina- Yacoinatioa, which is compulsory within the municipal areas, 
n<m. j g got making great progress in the Distriot. In 1903-04 the 
number of persons successfully vaccinated was HP, 000, representing 
27 per thousand of the population, 

[Sir W. W. Huuter, Statistical Account of Bengal, vol. iii, 
1876 ; G. Toynbee, A sketch of the administration of tin Hooghly 
District from 1705 to 181(5, Caloulta, 1888; Hooghly Medical 
Gazetteer ; andLt.-Ool. D. G. Crawford, I.H.8., A brief history 
of the Hooghly District, Calcutta, 1903.] 

Hooghly Sub-division.— Head-quarters sub-division of Hooghly 
District, Bengal, lying between 24° 52' and 23° 14' N., and 87^ 68' 
and 88° 30' E., with an area of 442 square miles The Bub-division 
is a flat alluvial tract interseoted bynimterouB streams and contain- 
ing a number of swampy depressions. Its population was 308,715 
in 1901, compared with 309,616 in 1891, the density being 60S 
persons to the square mile. It contains 2 towns, Hooghly with 
Ohinsura, its head-quarters : population 29,383;, and Bansbari a 
(6,473) and 942 villages. In addition to Hooghly and Chinsnra, 
Satgaon, Bakdel and Pasdoa possess historical and Tbibejh 
some roligious interest. Uagiu is an important mart. 

Serampore Sub-division.— South eastern sub division of 
Hooghly District, Bengal, lying between 22° 40' and 22° 55' N-, 
and 87° 59' and S8° 22' E., with an area of 313 square miles- 
The sub-division consists of a level strip of land bounded on the 
east by the Hooghly, and exhibits all the features of a thickly 
Cm peopled deltaio tract. Its population was 413,178 in 190), 

compared with 399,987 in 1891. It contains 5 towns, Shham- 
pork, its head-quarters (population 44,451), Uttarpaka (7,036), 
Bajdyabati (17,174), Biiadreswar (16,150), and Kotiiakg 
(5,*->44) and 783 villages. The municipalities, which are oil 
situated along the hank of the Hooghly, contain' a large indus- 
trial population, and tho sub- division is more thickly popu- 
lated than the rest of tho District, (hero being no fewer than 
1,205 persons to the square mile. A shrine at Tabakeswar 
is largely resorted to by pilgrims. 

Arambagh Sub-division.—' Western sub-division of Hooghly. 
District, Bengal, lying between 22° 36' and 23° 2' N., and 87 30 
and 87°. 59' E., with an area of 406 square miles. The Bub-, 
division is a low-lying deltaic tract, which is generally looked on 
ns tho unhealthicst part • of the distriot ; and its orops are often 
damaged by floods caused by the Dnmodar spilling over its right 
bank. Thnnn Goglrnt on the western side of the DwSrkeswar has 
a Merito soil and is not subject to floods. Its population was 
327,389 in 1901, compared with 324,693 in 1891, tho density being 
806 persons to tho square mile. It contains one town, Arambagii, 
its head-quarters (population 8,281) and 658 villages. The chief 
marts are at Stambazar, Khanakui, and Bali. Bhitnrgarh, 8 
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but of the original building, Backed and destroyed by the 
Muhammadans about the year 1629. It was rebuilt in 1060 by 
Gomez de Soto and called the convent of Nossa SenhoraD’Rojnrio; 
the large hall on the east of the church was added about 1820, 
The title on which, the property is held is a farm&n assigning 777 
blgfias of land to the community, granted by the emperor Shfih 
Julian in 1633 and subsequently confirmed in 1646. The Circuit 
House is a fine building which was formerly the residence of the 
Dacoity Commissioner. Bandel is fanfous for its oream ohooses. 

Bansbaria ( Banslati , the place of bamboos). — Town in tie 
head-quarters sub-division of Hooghly Distrust, Bongnl, situated 
in 22° 58' N. and 88° 24' E. on the east hank of the Hooghly. 
Population /1901) 6,473. The town contains a group of 3 tomplos, 
of whioh the best known is that of Hanseswari with 13 pinnacles 
and an image of Siva in eaoh. It was built in 1819 by Ran! 
Snnkarl Dnsx, the wife of a zemindar of the place, at a cost of 5 
lakhs of rupees, and was formerly protected ogainst the Moratlias 
by a fort armed with 4 cannon. The group of temples oooupies 
15 acres of ground. Several tok or Sanskrit schools were 
formerly maintained at Bansbaria, hut Sanskrit studies are now 
on the decline. A considerable trade in brass and hell-metal ware 
and bricks is carried on. BSnsbaria was constituted a muni- 
cipality in 1869. The average income for the decade ending in 
1901-02 was Rs. 6,600 ana the expenditure Rs. 5,600. In 
1903-04 the income was Rs. 9,000, of which Rs. 4,000 was 
derived from a tax on persons ; the expenditure was Rs. 6,600. 
The old village of Tribem is inbluded in the municipal area. 

Bhadreswar. — Town in the Serampore sub-division, Hooghly 
District, Bengal, situated in 22° 50' N. and 88° 21' E. near 
the right hank of the Hooghly. Population (1901) 15,150. It is 

а. thriving town and has the largest rice market in the Dis- 
trict. The "Victoria Jute Mills in the town give employment to 

б, 700 hands. Bhodreswar was constituted a municipality in 
1869. The average income for the decade ending in 1901-02 
was Rs. 12,000, and the expenditure Rs. 11,000. In 1903-04 
the inoome was Rs. 1 6,000, of which Rs. 7.000 was derived from, 
a tax on houses and lands, and the expenditure was Rs. 14,000. 

*7 Chiusun? — Town in Hooghly District, Bengal, situated in 

22° 53' N. and 88° 24' E. on the right hank of the Hooghly 
river, a short distance to the south of Hooghly town. Chinsura 
is now inoluded in the Hooghly municipality ( see Hooghly town), 
and the 2 towns contained in 1901 a joint population of 
29,383. Tho Dutch established themselves at Chinsura in th® 
early part of the 17th century and held the place till 1825, when it 
was ceded by the Netherlands to Great Britain in part exchange 
for the English possessions in Sumatra. It was formerly used as 
a military invalid depdt and for regiments arriving from or 
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proceeding to England, but in 1871 tbe military- station was 
abandoned and the barracks' were leased 'to the residents and 
utilized for schools, a post office and other public purposes. 
Ohinsura contains the courts, the Im&mbara Hospital with 40 
beds, and a female hospital with 13 beds. The Churoh and 
‘a large house on the river banks at a short distance to the 
north of it were built by the Dutoh, the latter being the official 
•residence of the Governor. The Armenian Church erected in 
1695 is a b uildin g of considerable antiquarian interest. Ohinsura 
was the head-quarters of the Burdwan Division from 1879 to 
1884; they were then removed to Burdwan, but were again 
transferred to Ohinsura in 1896. The Hooghly college is finely 
situated on the bank of the river near the Churoh; it was 
founded and endowed in 1886 from a portion of the trust fund 
of the Saiyidpux estate in the Jessore Distriot. There are 150 
students in the college which teaches np to the B. A., and in 
some subjects to the M. A., standard of the Calcutta University, 
and 200 boys in a sobool attached to the college. This school, 
the Ohinsura Eree Churoh Missi on school and the Ohinsura 
Training Academy are all higher English schools. A public 
library was established in 1854 and is partly endowed. 

Hooghly Town. — Head-quarters of Hooghly Distriot, Bengal, 
situated in 22° 55' N. and 88° 24' E. on the right bank of -the 
Hooghly river and on the East Indian Bailway. Hooghly was 
founded by the Portuguese in 1587 on the decay of the royal port 
Satgaon. At Gholgnat, olose to the present Hooghly jail, the 
ruins are still visible of a fortress which formed the nucleus of the 


town and port of Hooghly. Exasperated by the bavoo wrought 
by tbe Portuguese pirates at Chittagong, and in order to revenge 
hiirwelf for the Hooghly governor's refusal to 1 assist him when ho 
wub in revolt against his father 8 years previously, the emperor 
Shah Japan sent a Mughal force against the town in 1632 which 
carried it by storm after a three and-a-half months’ siege. Over 
1,000 Portuguese were slaughtered, and more than4,000 men, 
women, and children were made prisoners of war, and the plaoe 
™ *ken established as the royal port in lieu of Satgaon. 
The Portuguese were allowed to return to r Hooghly' in 1633, 

, ttie emperor making - them a grant of 777 big/ias of -land at' 
Jdandel, The English faotory at Hooghly dates from 1651, 
ha-nng been established under a farmSn granted by the emperor 
to . Boughton, a surgeon in the East India Company's service, 
t °i pc# ^ avour ite ; daughter of a dangerous • illness. 

In 1686 a dispute took place between the English factors at 
Hooghly and the Nawab of Bengal, 1 and a military force was 
despatched by the Home authorities to strengthen' aud protect the 
t« 8 ~ An accident preoipitated the rupture. 

In Ootober 1686 three English soldiers were set upon and beaten 



72 


• 11ENGA.T<. 


in the Hooghly bazar and taken prisoners to the governor's how. 
After some street fighting the battery and the governor’s house 
were taken by the English, who subsequently withdrew under an 
armistioo to Calcutta or Siitanuti as it was then called. This was 
the first collision between the English and <he Muhammadan 
government in Bengal. 

Hooghly was the head-quarters of the Division from 1871 to 
1875, and from 1879 to 1884 they were at its miburh Chinsurs; 
they were then removed to Burdwan, but were transferred to 
Chin6ura in 1896. The place is now decadent and its population 
with, that of Ohinsura, with which it iB incorporated as n 
municipality, has declined from 34,761 in 1872 to 29,383 in 
1901. Hindus constitute 82-8 per cent, and MusalmanB lC - 6 per 
cent, of the population. The municipality was created in 1865. 
The average income for the decade ending in 1901-02 was 
Es- 50,000 and the expenditure Es. 47,000. In 1903-04 
the totnl income was Es. 60,000 including Es. 28,000 dcrivod 
from a tax on houses and lands, Es. 18,000 from a conservancy 
rate, Es. 5,000 from a tax on vehicles and Es. 3.000 from tolls. 
The inoidence of taxation woh tt. 1-13-10 per head of the popula- 
tion. Tn the same year the expenditure was Eb. 53 , 600 , of 
which Es. 4,000 was spent on lighting, Es. .3,000 on droinago, 
Es. 28,000 on conservancy, Eb. 5,000 on roads and Es. 900 
on education. The municipality maintains 51 miles of metalled 
and 7 6 miles of unmetalled roads. The Grand Trunk Rond, whioh 
pnsses through the town, and a few short lengths of road in 
the old cantonment are kept up by Government. The Imambara 
is a Shiah mosque whioh was completed in 1861 at a cost of 2'2 
lakliB from funds bequeathed by a wealthy Shiah nobleman, 
Muhammad Mohsin. The other principal buildings are the muni- 
cipal office and jail; the latter has accommodation * for 437 
prisoners, . who are chiefly employed on -bag-sowing for the 
neighbouring jute mills and oil-pressing. The chief educational 
institutions are the Hooghly oollege at Chixsura, possessing a 
branch in Hooghly itself, a Training ojllege for school-masters 
and the Madrasa. 


r, . • — Village in tho Arambagh sub-division, Hooghly 
District, Bengal, situated in 22° 43' N. and 87° 52' E. on the 
west bank of the Kuna Nadi. Population (1901) 886. There 
is some trade in brass-ware, and cotton fabrics of a superior 
quality are manufactured in the neighbourhood. Vegetables are 
extensively grown for the Calcutta market. A large temple to 
biva stands on the nver hank. 

n; Town in tho Seramporo sub-division, Hooghly 
situated m 52° 41' N„ and 88° 21' E. on the 
SS Ho ^\ -Population (1901) -5,944. . Bricks, 

* nd bles are made m ferge quantities, and rope and string 
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are also manufactured. Kotrang was constituted a municipality 
in 1869. The average income and expenditure for the decode 
end ing in 1901-02 were Re. 4,100 and Rs. 3,800 respectively. ^ In 
1903-04 the income was Rs. 5,500, half of which wob derived 
from a (ax on persons, and the expenditure was Rs. 4,650. 

Magra.— Village in the head-quarters suh-division of Hooghly 
District, "Bengal, situated in 22° 59* N. and 88° 22* E. on the 
-Magra l-hdl. Population (1901) 96. Mngra is a station on the 
East Indian Railway and the terminus of the Magra-Tfirnheswar 
Light Railway ; it is on important mart with on extensive 
trade in grain and lohacoo. LaTge quantities of sand from the 
bed of the old Saraswati are exported from the neighbourhood to 
Caloutta and elsewhere for building purposes. # , 

Pandua. — "Village in the head-qunrters suh-division of 
Hooghly District, Bengal, situated in 23° 6' N. and 88° 17' E. 
on the East Indian Railway, and the Grand Trunk Road. Popula- 
tion (1901) 2,381. It was formorly noted for its large manufac- 
ture of native paper, but the industry has disappeared. In 
ancient times Pandua, which is now only a small village, was the 
seat of a Hindu Raja and was fortified by a wall and trench 5 
miles in circumference, traces of which can still be seen. There 
is also a tower (120 feet high', built to commemorate a victory 
gained by the Muhammadans over tbo Hindus in 1340. 

Satgaon.— -Ruined town in Hooghly District, Bengal, situated 
in 22' 58' N. find 88° 28' E. to the north-weBt of Hooghly town. 
Population (1901) 153. Satgaon was the mercantile capital of 
BeDgul from the days of Hindn rule until the foundation of 
Hooghly by the Portuguese. Its decay dates from the silting up 
• of the ohannelof the Saraswati, and nothing now remains to indi- 
cate its former grandeur, except a ruined mosque, the modem 
village "consisting of a few miserable huts. Satgaon is said to have 
been one of the resting-places of Bhagirathi. De Barros writes 
that it was “less frequented than Chittagong, on account of the 
port not being so convenient for the entrance and the departure of 
shrps.” Purohas states it to he “a fair oitie for a' oitie of the 
Moores and very plentiful, hut sometimes subject to Patnaw ” 
In 1632, when Hooghly was declared a royal port, dll tJie publio 
offices were withdrawn from Satgaon; which rapidly foil into 


Serampore Tovra (Srirdmpur).— Head-quartors of the sub- 

' k™45'. N Bengal, situated 

Sri £ d 8 ? 21 *« the west bank of the Hooghiv 

S * ls population increased from 24,440 

25,559 to 85,952 in 1891 and to 44.451 in 

S- tL ,W es5 ben ^ due . to tl10 important mills which it 
, 0f the population 80 percent, are Hindus and 19- Jr 

cent. Muaolm&ns, while of the remainder 405 are Christians ’ P 1 
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Serampore was originally a settlement of- the Danes who 
remained here until 1845, when by a treaty with the King of 
Denmark all the Danish possessions in India, consisting of the 
towns of Tranquehar and Serampore (or Frederiksnagar, ns it was 
called) and a small pieoe of ground at Balasore, formerly occupied 
as a Dutok factory, were sold to the East India Company 
for 121 lakhs of rupees. Serampore was the scene of the labours of 
the famous Baptist missionaries, Carey, Marshman and Ward, and 
the mission, in conneotion with whioh its founder established 
a ohuroh, sohool and library, still flourishes. Two great mclas, 
the Snunjatra and the ltathjatra, are annually held in the Mahesh 
and linllabhpur suburbs of the town. At the first the imago of 
Jagannalh is brought from bis temple at MShesb. and bathed; in 
the second ond more important the image is dragged to tho 
temple of a brother god, RadhabaUabb, and brought baok after 
an 8 days visit. During these days on important fair is held 
at Miihesh, which is very largely attended, as many as 50,000 
persons being present on tho first and last days" of the festival. 
The town contains seyernl important mills, and silk and cotton 
weaving by hand is also largely carried on ; other industries are 
silk-dyeing, hriok-making, pottery and mat-making. 

Serampore was constituted a municipality m 1865. The 
average income for tho decade ending in 1901-02 was Rb. 65,000, 
and the expenditure Rs. 53,000. In 1903-04 tho incomo was 
Rs. 60,000, including Rs. 29,000 derived from a tax on houses 
and lands, Rs. 16,000 from a conservancy rate, Rs. 5,000 from 
tolls, Rs. 1,600 from a tax on vehioles, Rs. 1,600 from a tax on 
professions, eto., nnd Rs. 2,000 from the municipal market, whioh 
is held in a corrugated iron building. . The incidence of taxation . 
was R. 1-3-5 per head of tho population. In tho same year the 
expenditure was Bs. 54,000, the chief items being Rs. 3,000 spont 
on lighting, Rs. 9,000 on drainage, Rs. 19,000 on conservancy, 
Rs. 7,000 on medical relief, Rs. 4,000 on roads and Rs. 2,000 
on education. The town contains 37 miles of metalled and 18 
miles of unmetalled road. 

The chief buildings are the courts, which occupy the site of the 
old Danish Government House, the school (late the college), the 
Danish (now the English) church built by subscription in 1805, 
the Mission chapel, the Roman Catholic chapel, a sub-jnil with 
accommodation for 28 prisoners, which was formerly the Danish 
court-house, a dispensary with ,42 beds, and the temples of Radbl- 
boUabh at Ballabhpur and of'Jngannath at Mahesh. Tho so- 
called college whioh was founded by tho 3 Serampore mission- 
aries is now a high school. It possesses a fine library in which are 
several historic pictures (notably one reputed to be of Madame 
Grand) and had 312 boys on the rolls in 1902 ; attached to it is a 
training school for native pastors of the Baptist Church. There 
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are 3 other high schools, 6 middle vernacular Bohools and 15 
primary schools, of whioh 4 are for girls. A public library is 
maintained by subscriptions. . # 

Syambazar. — Tillage in the Arambagh sub-division, Hooghly 
Distriot, Bengal, situated in 22° 54' N. and 87° 34' E. Popu- 
lation (1901) 3,494. Its weavers are famous for their tasar silk 
fabrics, and it carries on some trade in tasar coooons and ebony 
goods. Badanganj, a village about a mile distant, has a large 
timber trade. It has an old sarai or rest-house dating, according 
to an inscription oil it, from 1747. 

Tarakeswar. — Village in the Serampore sub-division, 
Hooghly District, Bengal, situated in 22° 53' N. and 88° 2' E. 
Population (1901) 1,032. Tarakeswar is famous for its shrine 
dedicated to Siva, which is resorted to by large crowds of pilgrims 
all the year round. This temple is richly endowed with money 
and lands, supplemented by tne offerings of wealthy devotees. 
It is under the management of a mahant or priest, who enjoys its 
revenues for life. Two large religious gatherings _ are held 
annua lly at Tarakeswar. The first' of these, the Sivaratri, takes 
place in February; and the ceremonies enjoined on this ocoasion 
are considered by the followers of Siva to be the most sacred 
of all their observances. The three essential rites of the Sivaratri 
are fasting during the day, holding a vigil during the night 
and worshipping Siva as the marvellous and interminable 
lingam, thereby typifying the exaltation of Siva- worship over 
that of. Vishnu and BrahmS. It is estimated that 20,000 people 
visit the shrine on the occasion of this festival. A fair held at 
the same .time continues for 3 days. The seoond great religious 
festival is the Ohaitra Sankranti (or New Tear’s eve) falling in 
April, whioh is also the day of the swinging festival. The 
temple is then visited by persons who come for penance, or to 
lead a temporary asoetiolife, in fulfilment of vows made to Siva at 
some crisis of their lives. The swinging festival of the present 
day is a very harmless affair compared with what it was formerly ; 
the ' votaries being merely suspended by a belt, instead of' by 
hooks pierced through the flesh. The fair on this occasion lasts 6 
days and is attended by some 15,000 people. A branoh of the 
East Indian Bailway from Seoraphuli to Tarakeswar was opened 
in 1885, and the village can also be reaohed by the Bengal 
Provincial Light Bailway. 

Tribeni Village (The three streams).— Village in the head- 
quarters sub-division of Hooghly District, Bengal, situated in 22° 
69' N., and 88° 26' E. and now inoluded withm Bansbaria muni- 
cipality and connected with Magra by a branoh of -the Bengal 
Provincial Bail way. It derives its name from its situation at the 
junotion of the Ganges or Hooghly, the Saraswati and the J amun a. 
The. last-named stream flows into the Hooghly on its left bank, 
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opposite tlie southern extremity of an extensive island in the 
middle of the river faring Tribeni. North of the Soraswot! is the 
Triboni g li&t, a magnificent flight of steps attributed to Mukund 
Deo, the last of the Gajapati kings of Orissa, 1559-1568. South of 
the ghat lies the village of Triboni, which is considered to possoss 
great sanctity. The llov. Mr. Long, in an article in the Calcutta 
Review published many years ago, says that Tribeni was one 
of the four groat centres of Hindu learning, the others being 
Nabadwlp, Santipur, and Guptipara. Tribeni formerly con- 
tained over 60 Sanskrit schools and it was also once noted for its 
trade. 

South of Tribeni village stands a famous mosque, which 
was built with materials obtained from an older Hindu 
temple and contains tho tomb of Jafar Khan, described by the 
late Professor Blockmnnn in the Journal of the Asiatic Sooiety of 
Bengal, vol. xxxix, part I, for 1870, p. 282. The principal Hindu 
festivals held at Tribeni are the following : — Makura Sankranti 
or Uttaraj'an, the day on which the sun enters Capricorn, takes 
plaoe in January on the Inst day of the Hindu month of Pans 
and the first day of the succeeding month of Mfigh. 
Tho great bathing festival on Sagor Island is held at this time, 
and a mcla or fair at Tribeni, which is attended by about 8,000 
persons; Bisuva Sankranti, held in honour of the sun at 
the time of the vernal equinox, falling in February; Banmi, 
tho great bathing festival of Bengal, in honour of Yanina, 
the god of the waters, held in February or March ; Dasnkarii, 
held in June, in commemoration of the descent of the goddess 
Ganga from heaven, to save the souls of the 60,000 sons of king 
Sngar, who were reduced to ashes for the crime of assaulting a 
Brahman sage ; KartikPfija, held in November, in honour of 
Kartikeya, son of the goddess Durga. All these gatherings form 
occasions for trade. 

TTttarpara. — Town in the Serampore sub-division, Hooghly 
District, Bengal, situated in 22° 40' N., and 88° 21' 33. on the 
right hank of the Hooghly river, immediately north of Bally in the 
Howrah Distriot, Population (1901) 7,036. Uttarpara was the 
family residence of the enlightened zammdar. Jay Krishna 
MuklmrjJ, and has a public library. This institution is especially 
rich in works on local topography and books published in India. 
It consists in part of the library slowly amassed by the Eurkaru 
newspaper in Calcutta during the first half of the 19th century. 
The building is in the pillared Italian stylo, ' and is one of the 
most imposing edifices on the Hooghly. The town also contains 
a college and a charitable association now known ns the Uttarpilra 
Hitakari Sabba, aided by Government. Uttarpfira was constituted 
a municipality in 1865. The average income for the decade 
ending in 1901-02 was 11s. 14,000, and the expenditure Its. 13,000. 
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In 1903-0*4 the income was Es. 17,000, half of .which was 
derived from a tax on houses and lands, and the expenditure wub 


Es. 17,500. 

Howrah District (Hahra ).— Small District in the Burd- Bcuna- 
wan Division, Bengal, lying between 22° 13' and 22° 47' N., 
and 87° 51' and 88° 22' E., with an area of 5L0 > square miles aiu i hill 
Howrah, which is a separate magisterial charge, is for revenue and river 
purposes subordinate to Hoogiily Dislrict, by which it is 8i ' 8tem9 - 
hounded on the north; its western and eastern boundaries are 
the Eupxarayan and the Hooghly rivers, which separate it 
from Midnapore and the 24-Parganas and meet at its southern 


angle. 

The District is intersected from north to south by the 
Damodar, which falls into the Hooghly opposite Falta point. 
Thi re are many small streams and water-courses, the pnnoipal 
being the Kana-Damodar, a tributary of the river of that 
name, which rising near Tarakeswar in the Hooghly District, 
ialls into the Damodar at Amta; the Saiaswati, at one 


time the main channel of the Ganges but now merely a branch 
of the river Hooghly, whioh it leaves near Tribeni and, after 
flowing southwards through Howrah, rejoins at Sankrail ; and 
the Gaighata Bakshi Khal which conneots the Biipnara- 
ynn and Damodar, The Distriot is Btudded with depressions 
lying between the larger rivers, the most important being the 
Kajapnr marsh between the Hooghly and Damodar which is now 
being gradually drained ; towards the south the country l.es so 
low as to require protection by costly Government and private 
embankments. 


The surface is covered by alluvium consisting chiefly of sandy Geology, 
day and sand. 

The vegetation is composed almost exclusively of the aqua- Botany, 
tic and marsh plants to be met with in rice fields, such as 
Hndrilla, Ulriculana, Casiiha, or of those semi-spontaneous 
plants that form the village shrubborits of Central Bengal,, such * 
as Ofijr.i suit's, 'Ire dpi, Ufana , Soianmn, Datura , Leonotis, ,and the 
like. Waste places are generally covered by a weedy vegetation, 
and one of the striking featuros is the extent to which such wee Is 
as occur in these places are exotic so iar as bengal is concerned, 
man}' of them, such as Srop'iria, Ageratvm, Etokulus nttiuu- 
lartjolia, Pcperomia pellncida, being originally natives of America. 

Wild hogs abound in the south, and a stray leopard is fauna, 
occasionally seen. 

Humidity iB high but the rainfall is rarely excessive, the Climate 
average yearly total being 57 inohea, of whioh 5’5 inches fall al tem- 
in May, 10'2 in June, i2 in July, 12'3 in August and 8*1 peratnr6, 
in September. The climate resembles that of Calcutta and the 
24-Pnrganas : separate statistics of temperature are not available. 
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The District is subjeot to floods, owing to the sudden rising of 
the Damodar and Riipn&rayan riverB, and destructive inundations 
occurred in 1864, 1833 and 1864. Embankments were formerly 
maintained along both banks of the Damodar, but they were 
breached almost every year and those along the right bank were 
oventually abandoned in order to preserve those on the left bank of 
the river. In September 1900 an abnormal rainfall of 24 inohes 
in 48 hours caused extonsive floods. Many cattle were drowned, 
and hundreds of houses destroyed, and the rice crop was ruined 
over an area of 150 square miles. Destructive oyolones ooourred 
in 1*32, 1838, 1842 and 1864, the last wreoking several vessels 
on the Hooghly. The great earthquake of 1897 caused muoh 
damage to brick-built houses in Howrah town. 

Howrah, with the rest of the Burdwan Division and the Distriot 
of Birbhiim, formed part of the old Hindu province of Bongal 
known ns Bark, hut very little authentic information exists 
regarding its early history. The neighbourhood of Howrah oity 
lias long been a centre of European trade. When the Portu- 
guese began to frequent tho Hooghly river, about 1530, on 
important mart sprang up at Betor, olose to Sibpur, whero goods 
were transhipped from their vessels into small boats in whioh 
they were earned to SaToaon, near the modem Hooghly. Betor 
was abandoned towards the end of the 16th OBntury in favour 
of Siitfinuti, the site of the modem Caloutta. In 1687 Job 
Chamock settled temporarily at Ulub&ria before he founded 
Caloutta. In 1819, Hooghly and Howrah were separated from 
Burdwan, of which they had previously formed part, and made 
into a separate District. Howrah is still an appanage of Hooghly 
for revenuo purposes, hut in 1843 it was constituted a separate 
magisterial charge. . 

The population increased from 635,878 in 1872 to 675,394 in 
1881, to 763,625 in 1891 and to 850,514 in 1901. Malaria is 
prevalent in rural areas owing to the bad drainage, and the 
mortality from cholera, dysentery and diarrhcea is also high. 
Details of the populofion in 1901 for each sub-division are 
shown below: — 
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In 1901 a fifth, of the population was urban, and dwelt in the 
two towns of Howrah and Bail? which are industrial subnrhs 
of Calcutta.. In. the whole District there are 1,668 persons to 
the square mile j excluding Howrah and Bally the density is 
1,351, which is still greater than that of any other District in 
Bengal. Nearly half the inorease in the decade ending _ in 
1901 was due to the phenomenal expansion of Howrah city. 

Howrah. gain * largely by immigration from all the neighbouring 
District®, except Calcutta, and also from the United Provinces 
and Bihar. Most of these immigrants are attracted by the millB, 
iron-worts and other industries in Howrah city, and barely a 
third of the inhabitants of this busy manufacturing centre are 
District bom. The local vernacular is the central dialect of Bengal. 

Hindus number 672,64.4, or 79 per cent, of (he population, 
and Muhammadans 176,123, or 20'6 per cent.; among the 
remainder stb 2,588 Christians. 

Nearly all the Muhammadans sore Shaikhs, while Kaibarttas Thoir 
(231,000), the great race-caste of Midnapore, constitute more ra6tcs nu<1 
than two-thirds of the Hindus. Brahmans (52,000) and the ‘ 
semi-aboriginal Bagdis (73,000) are also numerous. Of the total 
population 42 per cent, are supported by agriculture, 26 
per cent, by industries, 2‘3 per cent, by commerce and 37 
per cent, by the professions. The proportion of agriculturists 
is lower, and that of the industrial population higher, than 
in any District outside Calcutta, many of the people, even in the 
rural areas, going daily to work in the metropolis. 

The hulk of the Christians are Europeans and Eurasians Christian 
employed in Howrah city; and in 1901 native Christiana 
numbered only 679. The Church of England Zanana Mission 
maintains 3 .girls’ schools in Howrah attended by 327 pupils, 
and a Baptist Mission and a branch of the Oxford University 
Mission ako work there. The Church Missionary Society main, 
tains a resident missionary for evangelistic work among the Hindi- 
speaking population. A small American Mission belonging to a 
community calling itself “The Church of God” is established in 
TJluhatia. 


The agricultural statistics for 1903-04 
in square miles: — 


are reproduced below General 
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Owing to the silt deposited by the rivers, the soil is very fertile. 

Nn The staple product is rioe, the winter orop being by far the 

c ?' most important, but wheat, barley, maize, mBtard, jute and hemp 

111 are also grown. Fodder is abundant, though there are few- 

regular pasture grounds A market held at UiubSria every 
Saturday is largely frequented by dealers in cattle and poultry. 
Sis fairs are held to which agricultural produce is brought for 
sale, the chief being the Earn Krishna rararahausa mela. The 
District is not liable to famiue, and the people as a whole are bo 
woll off that there is no need for advances under the Loans Aots, 
oxeept when the orops ore damaged by floods, 
irrigation. The Howrah, Raj&pur and Barajala drainage sohemes des* 
cribed below serve also for irrigation purposes in yours of drought, 
when water is let in from the rivers. Some lands on the banks 
of the Kuna Damodar are oooasionally watered from the Eden 
Canal. 

Ari« ami - Domestic industries are few and unimportant. Hand-made .- 
imitmfac. paper of nn inferior quality is produced on a small scale in Amta 
tu J% th&na. Silkworms are still reared in some, parts, the thread 
being taken to Calcutta and Ghatal for sale, but the industry is 
dying out, the annual value of the silk beings estimated at 
Es. 12,500 only. Earthenware articles are made throughout the 
District, and the pottery of Sankrail, Patihal Ohandlpur and Bally 
has a looal repute, the annual outturn being valued at 
Hs. 1,17,030. Tiles are made at Barraokpur in Bally thano. 

But, if home industries aro insignificant, the case is far other- 
wise with those dependent on European methods and worked with 
Europoan capital, and the bank of the Hooghly is lined with 
no less than 56 factories employing 51,000 hands. These include 
6 cotton mills, 9 jute mills, 7 jute presses, 2 paper mills, 3 flour 
mills, 5 railway workshops, 4 engineering workshops, 4 iron 
works, 4 rope works, 4 dockyards, 2 salt-crushing mills, -■ a 
printing press, lime works and cement works. In 1903-04 
the cotton mills contained 176,100 spindles, employed 4,400 
hands, and turned out 18 million pounds of goods valued at 
56 lakhs. The jute mills with 4,060 looms and 84,000 spindles 
employed 27,000 hands, and manufactured goods to the value 
of 251 lakhs. The paper mills at Bally produced paper worth 
13 J lnkhs. In addition to the larger iroa works mentioned above, 

16 smnll firms managed by native agency purchase pig-iron and 
scrap-iron in Calcutta, and manufacture weights, sugarcane presses, 
rollers, bolts, plant for oil and jute mills, building and carriage 
material, railings, iron safes, etc., the outturn being valued in 
1901 at. 1'39 laths. Brides are extensively manufactured along 
the right bank of the Hooghly and the Bally-' Kh'al where M 
brick-fields employ 2,660 hands and produce au outturn valued 
at nearly 4 lakhs. About a third of the fields are worked by native 
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methods, hat tho uso of pug-mills and BuII’b patent Libs is 

i* 

For commercial purposes tho District forms part of Calcutta. Com- 
Howrah city is tho terminus of tho Fast Indian and Bengal- mctc0 ' 
Nagpur Railways, which connect Calcutta with Upper India and 
tho peninsula. 'The chief articles of export aro rico, vegetables, 
betel-leaves, sugarcane, wheat, flour, oncoanuts, htMat, hides, 
cotton cloth, cotton twist, silk, hrieks and ropes. Tho principal 
imports are rico, wheat, pulses, oilseeds, European piece-goods, 
kerosene oil, jnto, hemp, gh\, sugar, spices, cotton, cotton twist 
and yarn,, wino and other liquors, sn.lt, tobacco, timber, iron, 
straw, potatoes, shoes and glass. Tho ohief centres of tmdo aro 
Howrah city, Gitustmi, Sai.kiiia, Sakkrair, UmjbaRia 

and Amta. _ 

Besides tho two great railways mentioned above, tho Howrah- 
Shcakhnla and Howrah-Amta Light It nil ways liavo opened out #n WB "* 
tracts in the notth and north-west which were formerly difficult of 
access. An extension of the Amt a lino from Jngalballabhpur to 
Champadfinga has been samtionod. Tho Grnnd Trunk Road 
leading north from Sibpur, and tho Orissa Trank Road, which in 
this District runs from Ulubaria to tho Itfipn&ifiyan rivor, aro 
maintained from Provincial funds, their aggregato length in tho 
District being 25 miles, Exclusive of tbeso and of tho ronda 
. within Howrah and Bally municipalities, tho District contains 
117 miles of road, of which 35 aro metalled, and 4-11 miles of 
villngo tracks. 

Boforo tho opening of tho Cuttack branch of tho Bongnl- 
Nagpur Railway, «ho MinNArottn Caxai. formed tlio main ronto 
between Calcutta and Jfidnaporn. Tho first two reaches of tin’s 
canal, running westwards from Ululmrm on tho Hooghly to tho 
Dfimodar nud (heneo to tho Jifipniiraynu, lio within tho District. 

Tho two latter rivers aro nlso connected by tho Gaiohata BaUbhi 
KM, an improved natural waterway. Other navigable channels 
nro tho Bam.t KM wliioh runs from tho Diinkum mnrsli 
into tho Hooghly at Bully end forms tho main outfall of tho 
' Dnukuni drainage, and tho Sfinlrail, Kfilsapn, Milhfikunda and 
Puknria Kh&U. Inland navigation is carried on in small conntiy 
boats, and daily steamer sorviros connect Ciilouiin with Rajganj, 
Uluharia, Ghfltnl (r/7; Ulubaria) and Jffilna (ria Bally and ullnr- 
para), all of which servo places will) in tho District. 

It has already been mentioned that when Howrah was mndo DWrlct, 
a FOporaie magisterial ohnrgo, it continued for rovonno pur-''. ,,wlIv| * 
poses to foim part of Hooghly. Lend revenue and cesses nro still T» 

S aid there, hut, the Magistrate of Howrah has been appointed a 
Icputy Collector and declared independent of Hooghly with 
rogard to excise, land acquisition, salt, inoomo tax, treasury ond 
stamps. Ho is assisted by a Btaff of one Joint Magistrate and 

j 



82 


. BENGAL. 


3 or 4 Deputy Magistrate-Collectors, whilo another Deputy Col- 
lector, assisted by a sub-deputy, is in charge of the TJlubaria sub- 
division. Howrah is the head-quarters of an Assistant InBpootor- 
General cf Railway Polico. 

The administration of civil justice is controlled by the District 
Judge of Hooghly. The District shares with Hooghly a Small 
Cause Court J odge, assisted by a Registrar, for the disposal of 
petty monoy claims, and there are 5 JUunsifa, of whom 3 are 
stationed in Howrah city and one eaoh at Amta and Dlubaria. 
Sessions cases are tried by the Additional Judge of <he 
24-Pnrganns. Howrah, with its largo labour foroe and fluctuating 
population, is a convenient centre for criminals ; and it 'is lnrgely 
frequented by professional criminals from up-country. 

Tho approximate rent paid by the actual cultivator to his 
immediate laadlord is Rs. 13 per acre for paddy lauds, Rs. 2G for 
sugarcane fields, Rs. 22 for jute lands and tts. 1C for autumn rioe 
lands. The land revenue and cess accounts are included in these of 
Hooghly, and it is ou!y in recent yearn that those for revenuo, 
from other sources were mado separate. The latter amountod to 
Rs. 4,0G,000 in 1901-02 and to Rs. 4,62,000 in 1903-04. 

At 18 1 Local and Outside the municipal towns of Howbah, Ballt, and 
in»n« municipal TTlubauia, local affairs are managed by a District board with 
subordinate local boards at Howrah and TJlubaria. In 1903-04 
tbe income of the District board was Rs. 1,13,000, of which 
Rs. 39,000 was derived from rates, and the expenditure whs 
Rs 1,04,000, half of which was spent on civil works The Howrah 
District board was tho pioneer in introducing light railways 
iu Bengal, and the railways from Howrah to Amta and to 
Sheakhfiln wero constructed under a guarantee of 4 per cent, 
interest on the capital, the board receiving half of any profits 
earned in excess of this amount. The board has profited hand- 
somely by tho former railway. 

rattic The embankments along the Diimodar and on tho south hank 
wor of tho Gaighato Bakshi Khai have a total length of 37 miles, 
and there aro G miles of takSci embankment on the left hank of 
tho Madaria filial. Large areas have been drained by tho Rajapur, 
Howrah and Bnrajalu drainage schemes, tbe works consisting of 
drainage channels with sluices leading into the Hooghly. These 
serve also as a protection ngainst drought, as they afford a means of 
irrigation in years of deficient rainfall. The Hooghly is spanned 
by a pfaioon bridge, which is described in tho articlo on Calcutta, 
and the Damodor and RiipnarSyan have been bridged near 
their mouths by the Bongal Hsgpnr Railway. At Sibpur are 
situated the Botanical Gardens, which aro beautifully laid out 
along tho Hooghly and aro stocked with both ornamental and 
useful plants. They were founded in 1788 at the instance of 
Colonel Alexander Kyd for the collection of plants indigenous to- 
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the country and for the introduction and acclimatisation of 
foreign species. This object has been fully realised, and the 
gardens are a centre of botanio scienoe in Bengal. They cover 
^72 acres and contain a fine herbarium, botanical library and 
monuments to the first two Superintendents, Kyd and Roxburgh. 

Tho District contains 18 police stations and 14 out-posts. The nnt * 
police force subordinate to the District Superintendent, in 1903 
(including extra police) consisted of 0 inspectors, 26 sub-inspectors, 

47 head-constables and 688 constables ; there was also a rural 
police force of 132 duffadars and 1,374 c/iaukldart, Thero was 
one policeman to every Q'8 square mile of area and to every 
1,431 persons. Subsidiary jails at Howrah and Ulubaria have 
on aggregate accommodation for 61 prisoners. 

In 1901 tho proportion of literato peiBons was 11*6 per cent. Education. 
(21*2 males and 1*2 females), tho proportion for males being ex- 
ceeded in Bengal only in the case of Calcutta. Tho total number 
of pupils under instruction was 33,200 in 1892-93 and 33,464 in 
19U0-01, while 39,301 hoys and 2,331 girls woro at sohool in 
1903-04, being respectively 50*6 and 3*7 per cent, oE tho children 
of school-going age. Tho number of educational institutions, 
public and private, in 1903 was 94'/, including 68 secondary 
schools, 829 primary schools and 63 special schools. Tho expen- 
diture on education was 3*G2 lakhs, of which 1*48 lakhs was 
contributed by Government, Rs. 24,(>00 by tho District board and 
Rs. 6,000 by municipalities, while 1*68 lakhs was derived 
from fees. Tho principal educational institution is tho Civil 
Engineering College at Sibpur. 

In 1 903, excluding tho General Hospital in Howrah city, Mcdlwd. 
tho Dibtriot contained 6 dispensaries, of which 2 bad accom- 
modation for 9 in-door patients ; the eases of 25,000 out-patients 
and 169 in-patients were treated, and 1,583 operations were 
performed. The expenditure was Its. 9,000, of whioh lls. 200 was 
met by Government contributions', its, 8,000 from looul and 
Its. 1,300 from municipal funds, and Rb. 4,000 from subscriptions. 

"Vaccination is compulsory only within tho munioipal orons. y»ccmv 
Blsewhoro vaccination is backward, and tho number of successful ti ° u> 
vaccinations iu 1908-04 was only 21,500, or 32 per thousand of 
the population. 

[Sir IV. W. Hunter, Statistical Account of Bengal, vol. iii, 

1876; and O. N. Banerjco, Account of Hoterafi, Past and Present, 

Calcutta, 1872 ] 

Howrali sub-division. — Head-quarters sub-division of Howrnh 
District, Bongnl, lying bolwoon 22° 30' and 22° 42' N., and 
88 2' and 88° 22' E., with an area oE 178 square miles. Tho 
sub-division is a level pluin, hounded on tho oast by tho Hoogbly, 
and containing numerous Bwnmpy depressions further inland. Its 
population was 48 1,257 in 1901, compared with 360,296 in 1891, 



84 


BENGAL, 


the density being 2,493 persons to the square mile. It contains 2 
towns, Howrah, the head-quarters (population 157,594), and 
Bally (18,662), and 365 villages. 

Ulubaria Sub-division.— Southern sub-division of' Howrah 
District, Bengal, lying between. 22° 13' and 22° 47' N., and 87° 
51' and 88° 12' E., with an area of 337 square miles. The 
sub-division is a low-lying alluvial tract watered by the Hooghly, 
Bupnarayan and Damodar. Its population was 419,257 in 1901, 
compared with 397,329 in 1891, the density being 1,244 persons 
to the sqnaTO mile. It contains one town, Ulubatua, the head- 
quarters (population 5,395), and 1,085 villages. 

Anita- — Village in the Ulubaria sub-division, Howrah District, 
Bengal, situated in 22° 35' N. and 88° 1' E. on the Damodar 
river. Population (1901) 210. Amtfi is a considerable trade 
centre, and is connected with Howrah by a light railway, of which 
it is the terminus. 

Bally (Bali ), — Town in the head-quarters sub-division of 
Howrah District, Bengal, situated in 22° 39' N. and 88° 21' E. 
on the right bank of the Hooghly. Its population increased from 
13,715 in 1872 to 14,815 in 1881, to 16,700 in lh91 and to 
18,662 in 1901. Bally is a flourishing town, containing paper 
and bone mills. It is a station on the East Indian Railway, 
7 miles from Calcutta, and a plnCB of call for a daily service 
of steamers between Calcutta and Kalna. The Bally Khal, which 
forms tho main drainage channel of the Dankuni marshes, hero 
debouches into the Hooghly, and along its right bank is a very 
large brick-making industry. Bally was constituted a munici- 
pality in 1883. The average income for the decade ending in 
I9ul-li2 was Bs. 20,000, and the expenditure Rs. 18,000. In 
1903-40 tho income was Bs. 32,000, half of which was derived from 
a tax on houses and land, .and the expenditure was Bs. 29,000. 
The municipality maintains 16 miles of metalled and 13 miles of 
unmelalled roads. 

GhusurT.— Northern suburb of Howrah city in Howrah District, 
Bengal, containing jute and cotton mills, jute presses and ropo 
works. The latter founded a century ago forms the oldest factory 
industry in. tho town. Ghusuri is a permanent market with a 
large trade in agricultural produce. 

Howrah City. — -Head-quarters of Howrah Distriot, Bengal, 
Bituatcd in 22° 35' N, ’ and 88° 21' E. on the right hank of tho 
Hooghly. The city, which stretcheS-for 7 miles along the hanks of 
Dio river and includes the important suburbs of Sibpur, Ghusuri, 
Salkhia, and Ramkrishnapur, is now a gieat industrial suburb of 
Calcutta, but it is of comparatively modem growth. In tho 16th 
century a market sprang up at Belor, near Sibpur, where the 
1 ortugueso used to tranship their goods from their 6ea-goiog 
vessels into the small river craft which ascended the Hooghly 
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to Sfitgaon. Towards the end of the century Betor was’ deserted 
in favour of Sutanuti, the site of the, modem Calcutta. In 1785 
Howrah was a small village held by one Mr. Lovett, who found 
it so unprofitable that he petitioned to be allowed to relinquish it. 

The Nawab Nazim’s artillery park was at one time stationed 
here, and the artillery practising ‘ground is shewn in old mapB, 
north of the railway, where the most densely populated part of 
the town now is. The Government salt golds were located within 
the limits of the town, and. it gradually grew in importance until 
in 1843 it became the seat of a separate Magistracy. In 1853 a 
farther impetus was given to its development by the establish- 
ment here of the head-quarters of the East Indian Hallway, 
the first eeotion of which was opened to traffic in 1854. In 1874 
the pontoon bridge was opened, and the improved oommunioation 
with Calcutta thus afforded enablid many of the people employed 
in the metropolis to reside on the right bonk of the Hooghly. indnstriee. 
Meantime, there had been a continuous development of various 
large industries conducted according to European methods, of 
which the rope works at Ghusuil and Shalimar, founded a oentury 
ago, are probably the oldest. Then followed iron foundries and 
engineering works, and subsequently the rise of the jute and 
cotton spinning industries, until at the present time there are no 
less than 40 registered factories working within the municipal 
limits 


Excluding 13,815 persons in Bally, whioh then belonged to Popda- 
Howrah but has since been made a separate municipality, the tion * 
population in 1872 was 84,069. In 1881 it had grown to 90,813 
and m 1891 to 116,606, while at the census of 1901 it was 167 594 
or 35 per cent, more than in 1891 and nearly 87 per o’ent. 
more than in 1872. This rapid expansion is due almost entirely 
to the great industrial development that has taken place. The 
growing demand for labour has been met by the immigration of 
labourers from other parts, and about two-thirds of the inhabitants 
are immigrants, chiefly from up-country. More than 33,000 come 
from the United Provinces, and about 25,000 from Bihar 
Among these foreigners there is an enormous excess of males’ 
who outnumber the females in the ratio of 2 to 1. -They are 
for the most part operatives in the mills, who return home as soon 
as they pan afford to do so. In the meantime, they live huddled 
-together in orowded lodging-houses, as 'closfe as possible to the mills 
todfactones where they wort. This over-crowding is not a neces- 
sary condition m Howrah, as ihere is ample room lor 'building ar, 

frWhl tlie Pentres of industry. It proceeds partly 

of the operatives to live as near as possible to thett 

S rmt S P °I erf7 wHcl1 leaves them Httle to spare 
H’Jf} partly from the pressure of municipal taxation which 
tails heaviest, on huts oud.disqourages the construction of new ones, 



86 


BEXGAt. 


Muni- 

cipality. 


l«i 

mn 


& 


Public 

vrotti. 


Politt. 


unless there is a certainty of their being kept full of lodgers. 
TVith the exception of Calcutta, Howrah is now the most 
populous city in Bengal. Of the total population 70'6 per cent, 
are Hindus and 24*9 per cent. Muhammadans, while there are 
2,282 Christians and 71 followers of other religions. 

Howrah was constituted a municipality in 1862, The 
average income for the 10 years ending in 1901-02 was 5-86 
lakhs and the expenditure S'40 lakhs. The rapid growth of the 
population has led to a great increase in the value of house 
property and land, and the income has more than doubled during 
the deoado, amounting in 1903-04 to 9'7i lakhs, of whioh 1'83 
lakhs was derived from a tax on houses and property, 1*49 lakhB 
from a oonsemnoy rate, 1*33 lakhs from a water rate, Rs. 55,000 
from a lighting rate, Rs. 12,000 from a tax on vehicles and 
Rs. 52,000 as rent from lands and ofchor munioipal property. The 
incidence of taxation was Rs. 3-6-6 per head of the population. 
In the same year the expenditure was 6'10 lakhs, inoluding 
Rs. 60,000 spent on lighting, Rs. 97,000 on water-supply, 
Rs. It), 000 on drainage, Rs. 1,79,000 on conservancy, Rs. 55,0(J0 
on roads, Rs. 17,000 on medical relief and Rs. 6,000 on education. 
Portions of tho city have been lit with gas for more thun 25 years, 
and the system is being extended, but the greatest recent improve- 
ment was the introduction in 1896 of a filtered water-supply from 
wator-works, filters and pumping stations constructed at Soram- 
pore. Tho city had previously suffered very severely from water 
famines and choleia, but since the opening of 'the water-works the 
former have ceased, and the latter has not appeared in opidomio 
form.. On tho othor hand the general death-rate has rison. Tho 
oity is low, and tho amount of stagnant water has greatly 
increased sincotho water-works were opened. It is in urgent 
need of nn efficient systom of drainage, but efforts are being 
mado to improve the present system. The municipality maintains 
50 miles of metalled and 4 miles of unmetallcd roads. 

Howrah is the terminus of the Hast Indian and the Bengal- 
Nagpur Railwaj’s, which bring down the coal and other products 
of the western Districts and connect Calcutta with the general 
railway system of Upper India and the Peninsula. It is also tho 
terminus of the Howrah-Amta and Howrah-Sheakhola Light 
Railways. It is connected with. Calcutta by a floating pontoon 
bridge (see Calcutta). The chiePpahlio buildings are the Magis- 
trate's office, the civil courts, tne".ibjg{rict hoard and municipal 
offices, the Howrah General Hofeplji, the Sibpur college, the 
Howrah District school, and the jaff ; The jail has accommo- 
dation for 18 convicts and 31 undertriai prisoners. 

For police purposes tho town is divided into 3 thauas, Howrah, 
GolSbari and Sibpur, and the force in 1904 consisted of 3 inspec- 
tors, 5 6ub-inspcctors, 18 head-constables and 345 constables. 
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The principal educational institution is the Civil Engineering Education. 
College at Sibpur, which oooupies the buildings and premises oi 
the old Bishop’s college, since transferred to Calcutta. The 
college contains 4 departments. In the Engineer department, the 
course extends over 4 years, after which, the pupils have to undergo 
a further period of one year’s practical training nnder the Publio 
Works department to obtain the final college certificate j a certain, 
number of the successful graduates receive appointments in the 
Publio Works department. The course in the Apprentice depart- 
ment lasts for 5 years, hut those leaving after 3| years are entitled 
to third grade overseer’s certificates. The Artisan class is chiefly 
for the benefit of sons of mistris (carpenters), and a stipend of from 
K. 1 to Rs. 3 a month is given to those who turn out satisfactory 
'work. The Agricultural class is to be transferred to the Imperial 
Ins titute at Pusa. The total number of pupils under instruction 
in 1903-04 was 388, and the expenditure amounted to Rs. 1,50,000, 
of which Rs, 1,28,000 was met from Provincial funds and 
the balance from fees. 

The Howrah General Hospital has 112 beds, and in 1903 Hospital*. 
1,848 in-door and 13,000 out-door patients were treated, and 1,521 
operations were performed. The expenditure amounted to 
R s. 34,000, of which Rs. 6j000 was contributed by Government, 

Rs. 10,000 from local funds, Rs. 5,000 from municipal funds and 
Rs, 9,000 from subscriptions. 

Salkhia — Northern suburb of Howrah City, Bengal, con- 
taining dooks, Government salt godowns, Balt orushing mills, jute 
presses and engineering and iron works. 

Sankrail.— Tillage in Howrah District, Bengal, situated 
in 22° 34' N. and 88° 14' E. on the right hank of the Hooghly. 

The village contains, jute mills and cement works, and pottery of 
some local repute is also manufactured. The Sankrail Kh&l, 
which here enters the Hooghly river, forms a means of communi- 
cation with the interior of the Hooghly District. 

Sibpur.-— Southern suburb of Howrah City, Bengal, opposite 
Port William.. During the last century the place has grown 
bom a small village into a flourishing town possessing jute mills, 
flour mills, and engineering and rope works. On the river side, 
to the south, are the Royal Botanical Gardens, among the finest 
of their kind in the world. A fort was erected here in the 16th 
century to defend the shipping', from' the piratical incursions of 
the Hughs or Arakanese. A*|ittle above the gardens stands the 
Sibpur Engineering College$Me Howrah City). 

Ulubaria Town,.— Heaffquartexs town of the sub-division of 
the same name, Howrah District, Bengal, situated in 22°' 28' N. 
and 88 V E. on the right bank of the Hooghly, 16 miles sonth of 
xfowrali. Population (1901) 5,395. TJlubaria is the starting placo 
of the Midnaeore Canal. and is a station on the Bengol-Nagpur. 
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Railway, 20 miles from Howrah. • The road to Midnaporo 
and Orissa crosses the Hooghly at this point by a ferry. Daily 
services of steamers run from Calcutta to "Ulubaria, and also tla 
Ulubaria to GhStal. A large weekly cattle market is hold hoiu. 
Ulubaria was constituted a municipality in 1003. In 1903-04 
the income was Its. 3,000, of which Rs. 2,000 was derived from 
a tax on persons (or property tax), and the expenditure wob 
Rs. 2, GOO. The town contains the usual public offices ; tho sub- 
jail has accommodation for 10 prisoners. In 1687 Job Gharno^k cj 
settled at "Ulubaria for a short time before laying the foundation ' 
of Calcutta. 


Cross-references (for Imperial Gazetteer only). 

Bali. — Town in Howrah District, Bengal. See Bally. 

Bancoora. — District, Buh-division and town in Bengal. See 
Bankura. 

Bardwan. — Division, District, sub-division, town and estate in 
Bengal. See Burpwan. 

Beerbkoom.— District in. Bengal. See BiKbhom. 

Bishenpur. — Sub-division and town in Bankura District, 
Bengal, Sec Bishukpck. 

Cowcolly.— Village in llidnapore District, Bengal. See 
Geoskhaia. 

Cnlua. — Sub-division and town in Burdwan District, Bengal. 
See Raisa. 

Cutwa. — Sub-division and town in Burdwan District, Bengal. 
See Katwa. 

Gholghat. — Ruined fort in Hooghly DiBtriot, Bengal. See 
Hooghly Tows ' , , 

Gkoosery. — Suburb of Howrah City in Howrah Distnot, 
Bengal. See Ghusuri. < ( 

Hugli. — River, District, sub-division and town in Bengal. See 
Hooghlt. 

Kanthi.— Sub-division and village in Midnapore District, 
Bengal. See Cost at. 

Kanu.— Village in Burdwan District, Bengal. See Khaka. 

Khejri. — Village in Midnaporo District, Bengal. See Kbp- 
GEREF. 

Haheshrekha. — Sub-division of Howrah District, Bengal. See 
TJlujiatua. 

Hedinipur. —District, suh-dirision, town and canal in Bengal. 
See JIinXAFURF. 

Uagar. — Ancient capital of Birhhum District, Bengal. See 
Rajnagar, 

Saptagram. — Ruined town in Hooghly District, Bengal, See 
Satgaox. 
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Sira tup nr. — Sub-division, and town in Hoogbly District, 
Bengal. Sec Seraupore 

Sooree. — Sub-division and town in Blrbbum District, Bengal, 
See Surt. 

Srirampur. — Sub-division and town in Hoogbly District, 
Bengal. See Seraxipore, - 

Sulkea. —Suburb of Howrab oity in Howrab Distriot, 
Bengal. See Salkhia. 

Tarkassur. — Village in Hoogbly Distriot, Bengal. See 
Tarakeswar. 

Utarpara. — Town in tbe Hoogbly Distriot, Bengal. See 
Httarpara. 

Vishnupur. — Sub-division and town in Bankura, Distriot, 
Bengal. See Bishnupur, 
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